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VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PROCEEDINGS- 



SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. 

OCTOBI^ 19, 1909. 

Pursuant to printed notice the Vermont Historical So- 
ciety held its seventy-first annual meeting in its rooms in 
the State Capitol on Tuesday, October 19, 1909, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

The following members were in attendance: W. W. 
Stickney, J. A. DeBoer, F. A. Rowland, W. H. Crockett, 
E. M, Goddard, G. L. Blanchard, G. W. Wing, E A. Nutt, 
J. W. Gordon, S. R- Moulton, G. M. Hogan, J. IC Batchel- 
der and E. D. Field. 

President Stickney called the meeting to order. The 
minutes of the last meeting were read by the secretary and 
on motion approved. 

The report of the treasurer, Henry F. Field, was read 
and on motion approved. It showed a balance from last 
account of $394.27, receipts of $297.94 and disbursements 
of $219.60, leaving a balance on hand October 18, 1909, of 
$472.61. The treasurer's account of the Dewey Monu- 
ment Fund in the hands of the Society as trustee showed a 
balance on November 10, 1908, of $2,718.92, received from 
interest during the year $109.82 and balance in bank on 
October 18, 1909, $2^828.74. 

The report of the librarian, Edward M. Goddard, was 
read and approved. It showed accessions during the year 
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of 206 books and pamphlets, bringing the whole number 
accessioned to date to 5784. Among the additions to the 
Society's collections during the year he mentioned: 

"Proprietors' Records of 'the Town of Fairlee, Ver- 
mont/' a volume of 240 pages containing valuable histori- 
cal data and land records of the town. This manuscript was 
presented by Mr. Gustavus Loomis Winship. 

Two volumes of manuscript records of the "Vermont 
General Convention of Ministers 1795 to 1855" — ^loaned to 
the Society by the General Convention of Congregational 
Ministers at the suggestion of the Rev. W. C. Clark. 

A manuscript commission issued to Simeon Dewey by 
Governor Tichenor, appointing him Captain, dated 1799. 
Presented by Col. Osman Dewey Qark. 

A bronze medal bearing the portrait of Daniel Web- 
ster. Presented by Mr. John G. Norton. 

A medal fac-simile of the one given to Commodore 
Thomas McDonough by Congress in recognition of his 
great victory on Lake Champlain. Presented by Dr. 
Charles P. Thayer. 

A portrait of Governor George Herbert Prouty, to 
complete the Society's collection of portraits of the Gov- 
ernors of the State. 

A portrait of the late Hon. George Grenville Benedict, 
of Burlington, president of the Society from 1896 until his 
death, April 8, 1907. Presented by Mrs. Benedict, 

Mr. Goddard called the Society's attention to an error 
in the title of the last printed proceedings. The title reads 
"Proceedings for 1908-09" when it should have read ipo^- 
08. He reported the general condition of the library and 
cabinet as quite satisfactory. 
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President Stickney made a verbal report for the Board 
of Managers, in which he referred to the successful appeal 
to the last legislature for an increase in the annual appro- 
priation from $ioo to $500. This money will be used each 
year in purchasing rare volumes and in binding books and 
pamphlets already belonging to the Society. This in- 
creased appropriation will enable the Society to extend its 
library in a small way by direct purchase of material. 
Heretofore it was entirely dependent upon gifts and what 
could be secured through exchange. He reported an in- 
crease in membership during the last decade from 114 to 
249. He also read the names of members who have de- 
ceased since the last meeting and said arrangements would 
be made for the presentation of their biographical sketches 
to the next annual meeting. The list follows: Active 
members, Hon. John L. Bacon, of Hartford; Robert O. 
Bascom, of Fort Edward, N. Y., Secretary of the New 
York Historical Society; Ex-Governor Charles J. Bell, of 
Walden; Hon. Hiram Carleton, of Montpelier, a former 
president of the Society; Robert H. Hutchins, of New 
York City; the Rt. Rev. John Stephen Michaud, of Bur- 
lington, Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Vermont; 
Henry L. Sheldon, of Middlebury; Corresponding mem- 
bers, James Turner Phelps, of Boston, Mass.; James H. 
Canfield, of New York City, librarian of Columbia Univer- 
sity. 

The Committee appointed a year ago to consider the 
matter of providing more shelf nwm for the Society, com- 
posed of Messrs. P. W. Baldwin, J. A. DeBoer and W. B. 
C. Stickney, reported through Mr. Baldwin no prc^ess 
and the committee was continued without change for an- 
other year. 
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On motion of Mr. DeBoer the Board of Managers was 
instructed to take under consideration the establishment of 
the office of State Historian, or some similar office and the 
securing of aid for the same from the next legislature. 

The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
to active membership: 

Name, ReHOence. Proposed dy. 



Charles P. Tarbell, Royalton, Vt, 
Harrie C. White, N. Bennington, Vt., 



James C. Colgate, 



Percy H. Jennings, N. Bennington, Vt, 
Theo. H, Munroe, Hartford, Conn., 



W. W. Stickney. 
H. P. McCuUough. 
Bennington Ctr., Vt., H. P. McCuUough. 
H. P. McCuUough. 



Frank J. Wilder, 

Andrew B. Oatman, 
Rev. I. Jennings, 
Wm. W. Russell, 
Ira Rich Kent, 
Oeo. M. Dimond, 
Chas. A. Catlin, 
Pred T. Field, 
Tracy E. Hazen, 
Henry Holt, 
J. K. Batchelder, 
Martin S. Vilas, 



Saratoga Springs, 

N. Y. 
Bennington, Vt., 
Bennington, Vt, 
Hartford, Vt, 
Boston, Mass., 
Bedford, Mass., 
Providence, R. I., 
Boston, Mass., 
New York, N. Y., 
Montpelier, Vt, 
Arlington, Vt., 
Burlington, Vt, 



W. W. Stickney. 
B. D. Field. 

B. D. Field. 
El M. Qoddard. 
B. M. Qoddard. 
G. P. Anderson. 
G. P. Anderson. 
G. P. Anderson. 
G. P. Anderson. 
B. M. Goddard. 
B. D. Field. 
W. W. Stickney. 
W. H. Crockett. 



On motion of Mr. Gordon the secretary was unani- 
mously instructed to cast a ballot for the re-election of the 
old list of officers, excepting the offices of Curator for 
Washington and Windham Counties, which were vacant. 
The ballot was cast and the following officers declared 
elected to serve for the ensuing year : 

President, William W. Stickney, Ludlow. 
Vice-Presidents, Joseph A. De Boer, Montpelier. 
Horace W. Bailey, Newbury. 
John E. Goodrich, Burlington. 
Recording Secretary, Edward D. Field, Montpelier. 
Corresponding Secretaries, Edw. M. Goddard, Mont- 
pelier; Chas. S. Forbes, St. Albans. 
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Treasurer, Henry F. Field, Rutland. 
Librarian, Edward M. Goddard^ Montpelier. 
Curators, Ezra Brainerd, Addison County. 

Hall Park McCuUough, Bennington County. 
Henry Fairbanks, Caledonia County. 
John E. Goodrich, Chittenden County. 
Porter H. Dale, Essex County. 
Frank L. Greene, Franklin County. 
Nelson Wilbur Fisk, Grand Isle County. 
Carroll S. Page, Lamoille County. 
George Davenport, Orange County. 
Frederick W. Baldwin, Orleans Coiuity. 
Frank C. Partridge, Rutland County. * 
Bert Emery Merriam, Windham County. 
Gilbert A. Davis, Windsor County. 

Ex-OMcio. 
Guy W. Bailey, Secretary of State. 
Horace F. Graham, Auditor of Accounts. 
George W. Wing, State Librarian. 
The vacancies were filled by the election of George 
L. Blanchard, of Montpelier, as Curator from Washing- 
ton County and of Lyman S. Hayes, of Bellows Falls, as 
Curator from Windham County. 

The amendment to Sec. 5 of Chapter II of the By- 
Laws, proposed one year ago by Mr. J. W. Gordon, so as 
to permit members to take from the rooms of the Society 
for temporary use such books as might be duplicated if 
lost or destroyed, was withdrawn by the proposer without 
objection. 

The committee on finance was instructed, by a unani- 
mous vote, to cooperate with the treasurer in taking ac- 



Digitized by 



Google 



2e THB VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIBTT 

tive steps to collect arrearages in dues from members of the 
Society. 

Letters were read by the Secretary from Dr. John B. 
Brainerd, of Boston; Hall Park McCullough, of North 
Bennington; F. W. Baldwin, of Barton, and the Hon. 
W. C. Hart, of New Orleans, La. Dr. Brainerd suggested 
that the neglected field of collecting Vermont epitaphs from 
tombstones in our old cemeteries should have some atten- 
tion by the Society and active steps be taken to preserve 
these old records of deaths before the evidence had all 
crumbled to decay. The st^fgestion was favorably com- 
mented upon but no action taken. 

President Stickney announced the following commit- 
tee appointments for the year ensuing: 

On Library: Jos. A. De Boer, John E. Goodrich, 
Edward M. Goddard. 

On Printing: Frank L. Greene, Horace W. Bailey, 
Frederick W. Baldwin. 

On Finance: Edward D. Field, Edward M. Goddard, 
Horace W. Bailey. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p. m. 
A true record. 
Attest t 

Edward D. Fibld, 
Recording Secretary, 



Speciai, Meeting, April 12, 1910. 
A special meeting of the Society was held at Mont- 
pelier Tuesday morning, April 12, 1910. 

President Stickney called the meeting to order. 
Members present: W. W. Stickney, J. A. De Boer, 
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F. A. Howland, E. M. Goddard, George Briggs* J. B. 
Estee and E. D. Field. 

On motiofi of Mr. De Boer it was voted to loan the 
Society's portrait of Senator Justin S. Morrill for use in 
connection with the memorial exercises to be held in 
Bethany Congregational Church, Montpelier, Vermont, on 
the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of that dis- 
tinguished statesman, April 14, 1910. 

Mr. James E. Davidson, an electrical engineer and 
President of the Consolidated Lighting Company of Mont- 
pelier, appeared before the meeting and communicated to 
it the desire of the National Electrical Association to honor^ 
in some substantial way, the memory of Thomas Daven- 
port, inventor of the electric motor. He reported that the 
Association would defray the expense but wished the So- 
ciety to cooperate in the selection of the form the memorial 
should take, where it should be placed and the date and 
program of dedicatory exercises. 

On motion it was voted to authorize President Stick- 
ney to go. to New York, at the Society's expense, to con- 
fer with Mr. T. Commerford Martin of the Electrical As- 
sociation, preparatory to calling a meeting of the Society 
or the Board of Managers to take definite action in the 
matter. 

Attest: 

Edward D. Field, 
Recording Secretary, 
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ANNUAL MEETING^ OCTOBER l8, I9IO. 

Pursuant to priftted notice the Vermont Historical 
Society held its seventy-second annual meeting in its rooms 
in the State Capitol at two o'clock, Tuesday afternoon, 
October i8, 1910. 

The meeting was called to order by President William 
W. Stickney of Ludlow and the opening prayer was given 
by Rev. John M. Thomas, the President of Middlebury 
QjUege. 

The following members were present: W. W. Stick- 
ney, Jos. A. De Boer, W. H. Crockett, Dr. H. D. Holton, 
E. H. Deavitt, C. D. Mather, W. A. Dutton, J. L. Bar- 
stow, Frank J. Wilder, W. G. Andrews, G. W. Wing, 
E. A. Nutt, H. F. Field, E. M. Goddard and E. D. Field. 

The minutes of the meetings of October 19, 1909, and 
April 12, 1910, were read by the Secretary and on motion 
approved. 

The report of the Treasurer was presented by H. F. 
Field and on motion accepted, adopted and ordered re- 
corded. (See Appendix "A."). 

The report of the Librarian was presented by E. M. 
Goddard and on motion accepted and adopted. (See Ap- 
pendix "B."). 

President Stickney made a verbal report for the Board 
of Managers, in which he referred to the increase in mem- 
bership in two years from 230 to 256 and to the fact that 
there were 20 applications in hand for action at the pres- 
ent meeting. He referred to the tablet which had been 
erected to the memory of Thomas Davenport, the inventor 
of the electric motor, at Forestdale, near Brandon in this 
state, by the allied electrical associations and advised the 
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Society that the electrical associations would like to have 
it accept a deed to the land on which the memorial was 
erected and title to the tablet itself. He said that the exer- 
cises in connection with the dedication of the tablet were 
very fitting and impressive, that he had secured copies of 
the addresses delivered and that, in his opinion, they 
should be included in the next printed proceedings of the 
Society. 

He announced the following list of deceased members 
whose death had not been previously reported at any reg- 
ular meeting of the Society and stated that biographical 
sketches of them would appear in the next printed proceed- 
ings of the Society: Robert M. Colbum, Springfield, Ver- 
mont ; Robert O. Bascom, Fort Edward, New York ; Brad- 
ley B. Smalley, Burlington, Vermont; John Heman Con-, 
verse, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Edgar O. Silver, New 
York City; General William H. Gilmore, Fairlee, Ver- 
mont; Daniel W. Robinson, Burlington, Vermont. 

In relation to the customary public meeting of the So- 
ciety, President Stickney announced that it would probably 
be held on the evening of November loth, with Matt B. 
Jones, Esq., of Newton, Mass., as the speaker, who would 
take for the title of his address "The Making of a Hill 
Town." President Taft had during the summer accepted 
an invitation to deliver an address before the Society dur- 
ing the present session of the Legislature but later was 
obliged to cancel the engagement. 

The special committee which has during the past year 
had under consideration the ways and means for providing 
additional shelf and cabinet room for the Society reported 
that in their opinion the best solution of the problem was 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 THE VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

for the state to erect a suitable building, apart from and 
outside of the State House, for the Supreme Court and 
State Library and allow the Society the use of the present 
quarters of the Supreme Court. In their opinion these 
rooms would make very convenient quarters for the So- 
ciety for years to come and the present quarters of the Su- 
preme Court and Library are very inadequate. The com- 
mittee was composed of F. W. Baldwin of Barton, Joseph 
A. De Boer of Montpelier and W. B. C. Stickney of Bethel. 
Their report was on motion adopted. The discussion on the 
committee's report was participated in by Dr. H. D. Hol- 
ton, Hon. J. L. Barstow, Rev. John M. Thomas and Frank 
J. Wilder, all of whcMn expressed themselves as very much 
in favor of the committee's recommendation and urged 
that the matter be not allowed to drop without further 
action. On motion of the Reverend Mr. Thomas the So- 
ciety voted to continue the old conunittee for one year and 
instructed them to cooperate with the State Library Com- 
missioners and the representatives of the Supreme Court in 
an effort to secure action toward the erection of the 
building described. 
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The following were proposed and unanimously elected 
as active members of the Society: 



"Name, 
Matthew Hale, 
Wyman S. Basoom, 
Charles H. Slocum, 
Geo. McC. Powers, 
Charles H. Hall, 
Philip B. Jennings, 
Arthur J. Holden, 
Wm. B. Jennings, 
Edward Lw Bates, 
Thomas R. Powell, 
Rev. H. L. Ballon, 
Charles P. Smith, 
Kate Morris Ccme, 
James P. Taylor, 
Elgbert C. Tattle, 
Harvey R. Klngsley, 
Byron N. Clark, 
Timothy G. Branson, 
Seth Newton Gage, 
Bfax Leon Powell, 



ReHdence. 
Boston, M)iM8., 
Fort Edward, N. Y.. 
MorrtsvUle, Vt, 
MorrisvUle. Vt, 
Springfield, Mass., 
Bennington Ctr., Vt, 
Bennington, Vt., 
Bennington Ctr., Vt, 
Bennington, Vt, 
Burlington, Vt., 
Chester, Vt, 
Burlington, Vt, 
Hartford, Vt.. 
Saxtons River, Vt., 
Rutland, Vt, 
Rutland, Vt, 
Burlington, Vt., 
Hardwick, Vt, 
Weathersfleld, Vt, 
Burlington, Vt, 



Recommettded dy. 
G. P. Anderson, 
the Secretary. 
Carroll S. Page. 
Carroll S. Page. 
H. P. McCuUough. 
H. P. McCullough. 
H. P. McCullough. 
H. P. McCullough. 
H. P. McCullough. 
Prank J. Wilder. 
Bdward M. Goddard. 
Fred A. Howland. 
the Secretary. 
Gilbert A. Davis. 
W. W. Stickney. 
W. W. Stickney. 
Frank J. WUder. 
Walter A. Dutton. 
Walter A. Dutton. 
Walter A. Dutton. 



Mr. Deavitt moved that the Secretary be instructed to 
cast a ballot for the re-election of the old board of officers. 
This method of election was objected to by the Secretary 
and the motion was withdrawn by the proposer without 
objection. He then substituted a motion that a nominating 
committee of three be appointed and it was so voted. Presi- 
dent Stickney appointed as such committee Messrs. Bar- 
stow, Deavitt and Mather. Mr. Deavitt in behalf of the 
committee presented the following list of officers to serve 
for the year ensuing: 

President, William W. Stickney, Ludlow. 

Vice-Presidents, Joseph A. De Boer, Montpelier. 
Horace W. Bailey, Newbury. 
John E. Goodrich, Burlington. 

Recording Secretary, Edward D. Field, Montpelier. 
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Corresponding Secretaries, Edward M. Goddard, 
Montpdier; Charles S. Forbes, St. 
Albans. 
Treasurer, William T. Dewey, Montpelier. 
Librarian, Edward M. Goddard, Montpelier. 
Curators, Ezra Brainerd, Addison County. 

Hall Park McCullough, Bennington County. 
Henry Fairbanks, Caledonia County. 
John E. Goodrich, Chittenden County. 
Porter H. Dale, Essex County. 
Frank L. Greene, Franklin County. 
Nelson Wilbur Fisk, Grand Isle County. 
Carroll S. Page, Lamoille County. 
Dr. George Davenport, Orange County. 
F. W. Baldwin, Orleans County. 
Frank C. Partridge, Rutland County. 
George L. Blanchard, Washington County. 
Lyman S. Hayes, Windham County. 
Gilbert A. Davis, Windsor County. 

Ex-OMcio, 
Guy W. Bailey, Secretary of State. 
Horace F. Graham, Auditor of Accounts. 
George W. Wing, State Librarian. 
Mr. Deavitt then moved that the Secretary be in- 
structed to cast a ballot for the entire list and it was so 
voted. The ballot was cast and the above named officers 
were declared duly ekcted to serve for the year ensuing. 

Mr. F. J. Wilder of Saratoga Springs presented to the 
Society a large old-fashioned lock which was formerly on 
the old jail in Bennington, Vermont. On motion of Dr. 
Holton the Society voted its thanks to Mr. Wilder for the 
gift. 
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On motion of Henry F. Field the President was author- 
ized to accept in behalf of the Society the deed to the land 
on which the Davenport tablet was erected and title to 
the tablet itself and to express the deep thanks of the So- 
ciety to the allied electrical associations for their gift and 
for this fitting honor to the man who is now acknowl- 
edged to have been the inventor of the electric motor. 

On motion by the Secretary it was voted to include 
the addresses delivered at the Davenport dedicatory exer- 
cises in the next proceedings of the Society. 

The Secretary read correspondence from the grand- 
daughters of Aaron Leland, Lieutenant-Governor of the 
State of Vermont from 1822 to 1827, who expressed a de- 
sire to present to the Society an oil painting of Mr. Le- 
land. It was moved and voted that the Secretary be in- 
structed to inform Mrs. E. S. Milendy and Mrs. L. R. 
Wardner of Chicago, the granddaughters of Mr. Leland, 
that the Society will gratefully accept this gift and will 
appreciate very much having'^the portrait of so nobk a 
man to add to its collection. 

He also read correspondence from Mrs. Julia A. Jack- 
son, a ni€ce of the late Hon. John A. Conant of Brandon, 
relative to the possible presentation to the Society of an 
oil painting of Mr. 0>nant. The Secretary was instructed 
to inform Mrs. Jackson that it is the sincere wish of the 
members of the Society present at the annual meeting 
that her purpose be consummated and the portrait received 
by the Society. 

The following resignations from membership in the 
Society were reported: Walter E. Ranger of Providence, 
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R. I., and M. M. Parker of Washmgton, D. C. On motion 
they were accepted. 

The Committee on Printing was instructed to secore. 
if possible, the regular appropriation from the Legisla- 
ture for printing the proceedings of the Society for the 
year 1909-1910. 

President Stickney announced the following commit- 
tee appointments: 

On Library: Jos. A. De Boer, H. P. McCuUougfa, E. 
M. Goddard 

On Printing: F. L. Greene, Carroll S. Page, F. W. 
Baldwin. 

On Finance: W. T. Dewey. H. W. BaUey, E. D. 
Field. 

On motion of Mr. Goddard it was voted to include 
in the next printed proceedings of the Society the bibli- 
ography of the publications of the Historical Society pre- 
pared by Mr. Hall P. McCuUough. 

The meeting adjourned on motion of Mr. Goddard, to 
meet at 2 p. m., November 10, 1910. 

Attest: Edward D. Field, 

Secretary. 



ADJOURNED MEETING, NOVEMBER lO, I9IO. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Vermont Historical So- 
ciety met in its rooms in the State Capit6l at two o'clock, 
Thursday afternoon, November 10, 1910. 

The meeting was called to order by President William 
W. Stickney of Ludlow. 

The minutes of the meeting of October 18, 1910, were 
read by the Secretary, and on motion approved. 
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A letter was received from William T. Dewey of 
Montpclier declining to accept the office of Treasurer of 
the Society to which he was elected at the October meet- 
ing. His declination was accepted and on motion of Mr. 
Goddard, Hon. Henry F. Field of Rutland was re-elected 
as Treasurer of the Society for the year ensuing. Mr. 
Field had previously been communicated with and very 
kindly consented under the circumstances to continue the 
Treasurer's work for another year. 

President Stickney announced that, in order to com- 
ply with the by-laws of the Society, it would be necessary 
to revise the Committee on Finance. He appointed as a 
new committee, Messrs. Horace W. Bailey, of Newbury, 
Edward M. Goddard, of Montpelicr and Carroll S. Page, 
of Hyde Park. 

The following named gentlemen were elected active 
members of the Society: Phil Sheridan Howes, Mont- 
pelier ; Andrew Jackson Sibley, Montpelier ; Fred G. Field, 
Springfield; Henry B. Shaw, Burlington and F. H. De- 
wart, Burlington. 

On motion of the Secretary, the Society voted to pur- 
chase from Mr. Edward M. Goddard the balance of the 
edition of the reprint of the first pamphlet issued by the 
Society. This pamphlet was first issued in 1846 and con- 
tained the proceedings of the first meeting of the Society 
in October 1840, an address by Prof. James Davie Butler 
on "Deficiencies in Our History" and "The Song of the 
Vermonters." 

The Secretary brought to the attention of the Society 
correspondence with Miss Julia A. Jackson, of Brandon, 
in relation to an oil painting of her uncle, the late Hon. 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 THE VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

John A. Conant, a widely known railroad pioneer. This 
painting has been loaned to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, of New York City, but Miss Jackson desired to have 
it passed to the Society on her death or at her volition dur- 
ing her lifetime. On motion of Mr. Goddard, the Sec- 
retary was instructed to inform Miss Jackson that the so- 
ciety would gratefully accept the portrait at any time she 
sees fit to present it. 

A suggestion was made by Mr. F. J. Wilder that a 
public meeting be held during the coming year at some 
place outside of Montpelier, Bennington being named as 
the best place. The matter was referred to the Board of 
Managers with authority to act if deemed advisable. 

On motion the meeting adjourned to meet at 7.30 
o'clock in the hall of the House of Representatives for the 
public exercises of this Society. 

Attest: 

Edward D. Fiei^d, 

Recording Secretary. 



VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

PUBUC EXERCISES, NOVEMBER lO, IQIO. 

The Society met at 7.30 o'clock in the hall of the 
House of Representatives as provided in the motion of 
adjournment. 

The meeting was called to order by President Stick- 
ney and prayer was offered by Rev. Alvin W. Ford, Chap- 
lain of the House of Representatives. 

President Stickney, in his introductory remarks, re- 
viewed the work of the Society during the past two years 
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and called to attention the urgent need of more room for 
the Society's library and collections. He also made re- 
port of the exercises at the unveiling of the Thomas Daven- 
port Memorial at Brandon. 

Following his remarks he introduced Matt Bushnell 
Jones, Esq., of Newton, Mass.^ who gave a very scholarly 
address on "The Making of a Hill Town." At the close 
of Mr. Jones' paper the following resolution was proposed 
by Mr. F. A. Howland and unanimously adopted by a viva 
voce vote of the Society: 

Resolved: That the Vermont Historical Society hereby 
tenders to Matt Bushnell Jones, Esq., its sincere thanks 
for his able and interesting historical address on "The 
Making of a Hill Town" and requests him to furnish a 
copy of the same for publication in the Proceedings of the 
Society. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 
Attest: 

Edward D. Fi«u>, 

Recording Secretary. 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Members of the Vermont Historkal Society, Ladies and 

Gentleman: 

Since the last public meeting of the Society two years 
ago, our membership has increased from 230 to 281. If the 
membership were doubled in the near future, we would be 
able to do more efficient service with increased interest in 
the work. During the last two years the library has shown 
a material gprowth. The accessions have numbered 422, 
some of which are pamphlets, but by far the greater part 
are bound volumes. The greatest need of the Society at 
present is more space for the collections and more shelf 
room for the books. Much of our collection is inaccessible 
owing to the crowded condition of the quarters we occupy. 

The conservation of the State's history and the 
preservation of related documents are of vital importance 
to the whole State, in which every citizen has an interest. 
The title to the property of the Society, if ever the organ- 
ization ceases to exist, rests in the State itself. 

The legislature of 1884 provided the State House An- 
nex for the uses of the State Library, the Supreme Court, 
"and the collection and library of the Vermont Historical 
Society." This building is no longer of sufficient capacity 
to accommodate more than one of the three objects for 
which it was constructed. In 1908, the matter of securing 
more commodious quarters was taken up by the Society. 
A committee was appointed to consider the subject and they 
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have made some progress. At their instigation the legis- 
lature of that year passed an act for investigating the need 
of additional buildings for the use of the State. 

But the committee provided for by the act, although 
an exceedingly strong one, seems to have accomplished 
nothing, and it appears that they have never been called 
together. We believe that it is not too much to ask of the 
present l^slature that it do something practical along the 
line of meeting the urgent need for a building at the Capi- 
tol for the administration of justice and the State Law Li- 
brary. Then the use of the Annex could be more effec- 
tually devoted to the purposes of the Historical Society. 

It became my pleasant duty, as president of the So- 
ciety, to attend in September last at Brandon the exercises 
connected with the unveiling of a marble monument, with 
a bronze tablet, in memory of Thomas Davenport, the in- 
ventor of the electric motor. 

The memorial was erected by the Allied Electrical As- 
sociation of America, and presented to this Society for its 
care and keeping. It is located in the little hamlet of For- 
estdale, three miles from Brandon village, where seventy 
years ago Davenport labored as a blacksmith. 

The public exercises were held on September 28th, 
when a company of some five hundred people gathered to 
do honor to the once humble but now famous inventor. 
Charles E. Parker of Vergennes, president of the Ver- 
mont Electrical Association, presided. The presentation ad- 
dress was made by A. J. Campbell of New London, Conn., 
President of the New England section of the National 
Electric Light Association, and the memorial was accepted 
on behalf of the Vermont Historical Society by your Presi- 
dent. 
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The chief address of the occasion was made by Mr. T. 
Commerford Martin of New York city. Secretary of the 
National Light Association, who, in a manner delightfully 
free from technical expressions, traced the life and scien- 
tific research of Davenport from his birth in Williamstown 
in 1802, to his early death at the age of forty-nine years. 

The Society has voted to publish in the next volume 
of its Proceedings all the addresses delivered at Forestdale, 
so that a very full account of Davenport's life and work 
will be accessible to every member of this Society. 

Your attention is now invited to the address of the 
occasion by Matt Bushnell Jones, Esq., of Newton Center, 
Massachusetts, on the "Making of a Hill Tovm." 
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Matt Bushnell JoneSt Esq. 

of Newton Center, Mass. 



Delivered before the Vermont Historical 

Society on November 10, 1910, in the Hall 
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THE MAKING OF A HILL TOWN. 

An Address by Matt Bushnell Jones, Esq., op Newton 

Center, Mass. 

Cradled against the heart of the Green Mountains, in 
a beautiful basin shut in by lofty peaks, except where the 
narrow thread of a little river winds its way in and out 
again, lies the town whose making has been chosen as the 
subject of this paper. There is little, if anything, in its 
humble history to distinguish it from a hundred other 
towns in our New England states. It is not old, even 
in that comparative sense in which America speaks of age, 
for Washington was gathering up the reins of govern- 
ment of the new republic when, in the summer of 1789, a 
man of fifty-three years, with his children and his sons' 
children, sought out this fertile spot and made his pitch 
in the midst of a wilderness unbroken for many miles by 
any human habitation. But its making is so far typical of 
the foundation upon which our nation rests that its con- 
sideration may not be out of place upon an occasion like 
this. 

Until the year named, no white person had lived with- 
in its borders, nor had it been the home of aboriginal 
tribes. Its solitudes were broken only by the fleeting pres- 
ence of men bent on war. 

Perhaps no portion of the American Continent has 
seen more of strife or played a more important part in the 
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strategy of war than the valleys of Lake Champlain and 
Lake George. Here, from the earliest days, was the chosen 
battle ground of Algonquin warriors and their hated rivals 
from the Long House of the Iroquois. Here passed the 
latter bent upon destruction of the feeble French settle- 
ments along the St. Lawrence, and here the Jesuit fathers 
suffered torture. Here during sixty years of conflict be- 
tween France and England for supremacy on the northern 
continent, war parties came upon their cruel errands to 
New England hamlets, returning hither with their 
wretched captives; and here were fought the fiercest con- 
flicts of the final struggle between those mighty rivals. 
Here the flower of European soldiery marched to defeat 
against the blue-frocked farmers of New England; and 
crumbling battlements, like the shingle on the shore, mark ' 
the high tide of England's power over the western world. 
For more than two centuries from the time when Cham- 
plain's arquebus first awoke the echoes near the future site ' 
of Ticonderoga, the valley which now bears his" name was 
debated ground, and between it and the New England fron- 
tier on the Connecticut, war parties of both sides passed 
to and fro. 

Thus it came about that the territory of Vermont, fer- 
tile and beautiful though it was, presented no attractive 
abiding place for Indian encampments or for the Eng- 
lish pioneer, and not until the close of the French War was 
it fairly opened up for settlement. Beginning in 1763, 
there came an influx of settlers, but it was not until the 
assertion of independence and the establishment of an in- 
dependent government had in some measure quieted land 
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titles that the tide of emigration from Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Connecticut turned toward Vermont. 

And what manner of man was this first settler? Let 
us pause a moment to consider, for he typifies the best of 
those sturdy characters who founded this fair common- 
wealth. 

He was a native of Massachusetts, and his father kept 
a tavern on the Boston-Albany highway, where soldiers 
in the French wars were wont to linger as they journeyed 
to and fro. We picture him as a lad lying of a winter 
evening before the great fireplace in the living room, while 
in the dim light of the flames the father and his guests, 
with mugs of steaming flip in hand, related tales of war- 
fare, suffering and heroism that sent the youngster shiver- 
ing to his attic bed. 

Truly environment played large part in his develop- 
ment, for his active career began in 1755, when, as a boy of 
eighteen, he marched under Shirley on the ill-starred ex- 
pedition to reduce- Niagara. Through the long winter at 
Oswego he saw more than half his comrades die of hunger 
and of cold, and in the spring he, with the survivors, was 
a victim of the superior generalship of Montcalm. Com- 
pelled by his Indian captors to run the gauntlet, and rescued 
from them by a French woman who hid him under a cask 
in her cellar, he was finally sent to France a prisoner of 
war, but in sight of its very shores the transport on which 
he sailed was captured by a British man-of-war and he was 
brought back to his native land. He was with Amherst 
at Louisbourg in 1758, and after the fall of that fortress 
returned with those troops which the commander led to 
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reinforce Abercrombie at Lake George, where, until the 
close of the war, he served as ensign in a company of Rob- 
ert Rogers' Rangers, and in that matchless corps of fron- 
tier fighters bore his full share of hard and perilous ex- 
perience in conflict with the Indians and Frenchmen. He 
participated in the terrible suffering of the expedition that 
crushed the St. Francis Indians, and, after the fall of Mon- 
treal, his company, with one other, was detailed to take 
possession of Detroit and other outposts in the western 
wilderness. From Detroit he was sent in command of 
only twenty men to bring in the French garrisons from the 
territory around the southern end of Lake Michigan, a 
service that was successfully performed in dead of winter, 
but at the cost of intense suffering. 

At the age of twenty-five he was a veteran of forty 
skirmishes and battles, but had received no harm. 

The war ended he married, and, with his girl wife, 
pushed out to the frontier town of Windsor, Vermont, to 
make himself a home. Here he promptly allied himself 
with the Green Mountain Boys, taking a leading part in 
their struggle on the east side of the mountains. 

Upon the outbreak of the Revolution he became cap- 
tain of the first company of Hoisington's Rangers, and dur- 
ing the Bennington campaign was made a major in Samuel 
Herrick's regiment, leading the detachment that in Sep- 
tember, 1777, cut Burgoyne's lines of communication at Ti- 
conderoga. Two years later he was chosen a member of 
the Vermont Board of War, and so continued until the close 
of the Revolution. During the dark years of 1 780-1 781 
he was in command of forces on the northern frontier of 
the state, and in 1783, with rank of colonel, he commanded 
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the little regiment raised at Governor Chittenden's request 
to enforce Vermont authority among the New York sym- 
pathizers in the southeasterly portion of the state. 

For seven years he was the sheriff of his county, an 
office that was then little less than military, and in 1786, 
aided by a company of militia from his own regiment, he 
dispersed the mobs that had gathered to resist the action 
of the courts in Windsor County, but at the cost of wounds 
that incapacitated him for many weeks. 

He sat as sole delegate from Windsor in the conven- 
tion that adopted a constitution for the new state of Ver- 
mont, and represented his town for several years in the 
General Assembly then created. He had just resigned the 
highest military office in the gift of his state that he might 
free himself for his fresh struggle with the wilderness, 
and ranked high among the founders of the little republic 
that was still knocking ineffectually at the doors of the 
Union. He was withal a Christian gentleman, with virtues 
proven by the test of harsh experience — a pioneer of the 
type that has throughout our history made the words of 
William Stoughton, spoken in 1688, still ring true: "God 
sifted a whole nation that he might send choice grain into 
the wilderness." 

And now he turned his back upon the certainty of an 
honorable old age spent in such comfort as the times could 
afford, and pushed out into the primeval forest to clear up 
farms for himself and his children in a township that had 
been granted to him and his associates some years earlier. 

Here gathered around him old neighbors and com- 
panions-in-arms, an upright, God-fearing people, who 
builded well the foundations of the little municipality. For 
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more than a generation he lived among them, the father 
of the town, the leader in every sense, honored by all who 
knew him, until at the ripe age of eighty-six he was 
gathered to his fathers, and slept upon the little hillock 
where his strong arms had rolled up his first rude cabin. 

The town settled rapidly. The land was fertile and 
the men who came early persuaded their relatives and 
friends to join them; in fact nearly the entire population, 
prior to the year 1800, came from two communities, and 
afforded but another illustration of the far-reaching effect 
of kinship and neighborhood upon migratory movements. 

The life was hard. Long hours of toil for every mem- 
ber of the family were the rule. Food and raiment were 
scarce, and must be produced in most part upon the farm. 
Such necessities as iron, steel, salt, tea, spices. New Eng- 
land rum and cloth for the occasional best gown were pro- 
cured by barter for the ordinary products of the farm, and 
for pearl ash and potash, which sold for four to five dol- 
lars per hundred weight. One scarcely realizes how ex- 
clusively trade was barter in those early days without turn- 
ing the pages of the newspapers of the period. 

One merchant says in a typical advertisement : 

"I will sell groceries for good clear salts of lye, ashes, 
beef cattle, butter, cheese (or even good bank bills)." 

Another says: "The subscriber wishes to purchase a 
few thousand bushels of potatoes, for which he will give 
in exchange a quart of gin per bushel, or twenty-five cents 
in English goods." 

Even the editor encourages business with this summer 
item: "Good butter will be received at this office in pay- 
ment for newspapers, books, advertisements, etc.," and in 



digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE MAKING OF A HILL TOWN 49 

December be announces: "Cold news! Those who have 
agreed to pay bark at this office for papers are notified that 
the first snow has come," while in the spring the poor 
man, surfeited with produce, says : "Potatoes for sale. En- 
quire of the printer." 

But after all, barter had its advantages in view of the 
uncertain state of the currency, which is well illustrated by 
the following notice issued by an early Vermont merchant : 
"Vermont bills and specie taken at par, Boston and other 
outlandish bills at a discount as the parties can agree." 

And so men chopped and burned and ploughed and 
harvested; the women spun and knit, and wove; and the 
boys and girls bore their full share in the general life of 
hardship. 

Of the professions it may be said that pettifoggers, 
using the word in its old and honorable sense, flourished, 
and all neighborly disputes were litigated. The musty cor- 
ners of an ancient town clerk's office will yield old writs 
almost by the bushel, bearing testimony to heated quarrels 
before the local justice and his jury. Indeed, no change 
in country life is more marked than the great decrease in 
petty litigation after the middle of the last century ; but a 
glance at the fee bills of the period leads one to surmise 
that the legal luminaries found refuge from penury only 
in the length of the docket. For example; in 1812, the 
fixed fee of an attorney for drawing a writ and declaration 
upon a promissory note was seventeen cents, while the 
sheriff's fee for serving process by reading was six cents. 

In much the same position were the country doctors, 
who farmed as well as physicked, often leaving plough in 
furrow and riding many weary miles to minister with a 
woman's tenderness to some poor sufferer. And then, even 
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as now, he had to meet the competition of the proprietary 
medicine, flatmting its claims flamboyantly throughout the 
land. Does not the following from an early Vermont news- 
paper have a familiar sound ? 

"Dr. Kittredge's true and Genuine Bone Ointment. • 
The above medicine has from long experience been found 
to be a safe, salutory and efficacious remedy in fractured 
and dislocated bones, sprains, bruises, stiffness of the joints, 
contractions of the tendons, piles, salt rheum, inflamma- 
tions, bums, etc." 

For five years after its settlement our township had 
no political org^ization, but in March, 1794, the first set- 
tler, who held a commission as justice of the peace, called 
the first town meeting to consider the following articles 
of business : 

1. To choose a Moderator. 

2. To choose a Town Qerk. 

3. To choose Selectmen and other town officers. 

4. To see if the town will suffer their swine to run 
at large. 

5. To act on any other business they shall think proper 
to be done. 

Under the last article the voters chose a committee to 
"Lay out a Meeting House Spoat and other Public Yard." 

Thus did the Church tread upon the heels of the 
State. 

Another early piece of business was to provide for 
leasing out the public lands which, in accordance with the 
charter of the town, had been set apart for the support of 
churches, colleges and schools, and you are all acquainted 
with the quaint habendum of these leases : "To have and to 
hold unto him, the said A. B., his heirs, executors and ad- 
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ministrators, from the first day of January, 1799, so long 
as wood shall grow or water run." 

Of public works the earliest form, of course, was high- 
ways, which were surveyed and laid out at the earliest op- 
portunity. We, not unnaturally, think of them as well 
established landmarks, but when one finds an official survey 
a century old "beginning near the south comer of Thomas 
Green's Cornfield," he wonders how our modem Highway 
Commissioner establishes the boundaries of an ancient way. 
The construction of roads of course made bridges neces- 
sary, and it is of interest to note that in this work the master 
builder could command a wage of one dollar a day, while 
ordinary workmen received sixty-six cents and boarded 
themselves, and this at a time when corn and wheat were 
taken in payment of taxes at fifty cents and eighty-three 
cents per bushel respectively. 

These roads were poor, and unruly mountain streams 
played frequent havoc with the frail bridges, but such as 
they were they fumished outlet to the world beyond the 
hills, and freight teams laden with the surplus produce of 
the farms sought the big market two hundred miles away, 
retuming with West India goods and manufactures. 

Until the Act of February, 1784, Vermont had no of- 
ficial postal facilities. That act created post-offices at Ben- 
nington, Rutland, Brattleborough, Windsor and Newbury, 
and granted to the post riders a monopoly on their respec- 
tive routes, providing also for a subsidy of two pence per 
mile (increased to three pence per mile on the Bennington- 
Brattleborough route) in addition to all postage collected. 
At the same time the principle of governmental regulation of 
public service monopolies seems to have been recognized by 
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a requirement that the post riders should keep an accurate 
account of their "profits and emoluments/' and exhibit the 
same to the Governor and Council whenever requested so 
to do. 

With only slight extensions these were the postal facili- 
ties of the state at the date of its admission into the Union^ 
nor were they much improved for several years thereafter. 
Indeed our hill town had no facilities whatever for nearly 
thirty years after its settlement, although mail could be 
sent and received by traveling some twenty miles to the 
shire town which was visited by the weekly stage from 
Burlington to Windsor. 

Next a goodly tract of land was purchased for a com- 
mon, on one side of which a burying-g^und was marked 
out, ploughed and levelled. Here also the pound was built 
"of sound logs, 30 feet square, and seven feet high, with 
a sufficient door," as the vote recites. In this connection 
our modern method of conducting large affairs was em- 
ployed, for the contract for constructing this enclosure was 
put up forthwith at vendue, and bid in at the price of six 
dollars. In fact vendue was at that time a favorite method 
of settling most public contracts, and not infrequently 
public office that carried compensation, as, for example, 
the coUectorship of taxes, was put up at auction, the lowest 
bidder being chosen to the office. 

Politics, both state and national, played a far larger 
part in the early life of our country towns than they do 
to-day. The reason is not far to seek. Life moved at a 
moderate pace, interests were less diversified, the press 
devoted its energies almost exclusively to a presentation 
of political news and comment, and succeeded in a manner 
that will bear comparison with modern journalism. 
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It is probably safe to assert that the average man 
thought more deeply upon questions of government and 
acted with a keener insight into underlying principles than 
does the average citizen today, and the vitalizing influence 
of this intelligent interest in matters political during the 
formative years of our national government can scarcely 
be overestimated ; but on the other hand, party feeling ran 
too high and was too venomous, political enmities were far 
too numerous and bitter ; there was less independent voting, 
and standards of political honesty were far lower than they 
are today. 

After the State the Church, and not much behind or 
far separated from it. We have already noted that the 
first town meeting made provision for the meeting-house. 
The second voted "to raise 12 pounds in wheat to pay for 
preaching," and a committee was appointed to procure a 
preacher, but no settled minister could then be, had, and for 
several years the only preaching was supplied by some 
itinerant preacher or missionary. 

Nor was there any church edifice for more than a 
decade. Annually some dwelling, or more frequently some 
bam "as nigh the center as possible," was chosen as the 
place of meeting, for our forefathers were great sticklers 
for geographical equality. Annually, also, the struggle 
was renewed to fix the site and provide the means for 
building a meeting-house, until the hill faction prevailed 
over the valley party and fixed upon the common as the 
center. 

A building committee was chosen, which soon reported 
a plan for construction, and recommended that subscrip- 
tions be paid one-fourth in lumber, one-fourth in neat cat- 
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tie, and one-fourth in wheat — concluding with the words : 
"It is our q>inion that the business cannot be prosecuted 
with success unless one-fourth of the pay be made in cash 
for the purpose of procuring nails, glass and rum for the 
raising/' 

Meanwhile a church was gathered, and a settled min- 
ister procured in the person of a graduate of Harvard 
College, who labored for some years upon a salary of $i66.- 
67 per year, raised by a tax upon the grand list of the so- 
ciety members, and paid one-half in money, and one-half 
in wheat, rye, Indian com, flax, butter, cheese, beef and 
pork. To him the selectmen deeded the farm that had 
been reserved by the charter for the first settled minister, 
and when the youthful members of the parish made a bee 
to aid the dominie in clearing up his land, the good man 
journeyed several miles to procure a liberal supply of New 
England rum for their refreshment. 

Soon, however, came a man of sterner mould to min- 
ister to this people. Accustomed to privation as needs must 
be, careless of dress, often uncouth in manner, compelled 
to till a farm and teach the district school in order to eke 
out the scanty salary, he nevertheless stood out a bom 
leader, a profound thinker, a high priest in the temple 
of his God. His monument is one of Christian character 
wrought among his people. He has been dead these many 
years, but even now the people of the little town speak with 
reverence of that early pastor. 

It is doubtful if the broader views and changed ac- 
tivities of the Christian Church can be more forcibly 
brought home to one than by glancing at the records of 
our churches of a htmdred years ago, when articles of prac- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE MAKING OP A HILL TOWN 56 

tice Stood side by side with confession of faith and covenant, 
and church discipline in large measure filled the place of 
a court of law. Perhaps a few examples may serve to 
elaborate the thought. 

In 1798 a committee of the church (Congregational) 
was chosen to "discourse" with Brother H. concerning an 
''uneasiness" which, it appears, consisted of "uniting in 
Baptist preaching"; indeed a council of neighboring 
churches was called to consider the erring brother's case, 
but after mature deliberation he was excused on the ground 
that there was no other than Baptist preaching in the town 
at the time. 

A year later Brother C. complains of Brother J. that 
his property and character had been injured by false testi- 
mony given by the latter before a dvil court. The finding 
was that Brother C's character had received no injury, but 
that Brother J. in giving his evidence "did not appear to be 
guarded and cautious as the solemnness of the oath and the 
honor or religion required"; and it was thereupon ordered 
that he make an acknowledgment of his sin before the con- 
gregation. Brother J. promptly asked for a re-hearing, 
and this being granted, he pleaded that the church had 
failed, before placing him on trial, to take the scriptural 
steps set out in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew,, and was 
in consequence itself in the wrong. This demurrer having 
been decided in favor of the defendant, the church made a 
public retraction, and besought his forgiveness. Brother 
J's advantage was only temporary, however, for within 
four days the spiritual steps had been duly taken, he was 
again placed on trial, and promptly found guilty of having 
"colored his evidence in a civil court, and of having lost 
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his temper when cross-questioned." He was thereupon 
ordered to make a public confession, which he did in a 
truly handsome manner, admitting his wroi^, and b^- 
ging forgiveness of his brethren and his God. 

In 1809 we find the following : "Whereas there appears 
to be reason to fear that our sister, Mrs. G., is in danger 
of a snare by an attendance on the preaching of Methodists ; 
voted that it is the duty of this church to look into the sub- 
ject and give our sister that warning and counsel in the 
case as the Gospel may warrant." But alas! the wanderer 
proved obdurate, and was a few years later excommunicated 
for these sins. How little had a century and a half re- 
moved us from the spirit of Governor Dudley's quatrain! 

"Let men of God in courts and churches watch 
O'er such as do a Toleration hatch, 

Lest that ill egg bring forth a cockatrice 
To poison all in heresy and vice." 

After the State the Church; after the Church the 
schools. It is but fitting, therefore, that, within a year 
after the organization of a church, the first school district 
in our town came into being, and that provision was made 
for a school to be kept in a convenient kitchen, the expense 
to be defrayed by an assessment on the district list, with the 
exception that "those who send to school this ensuing win- 
ter shall provide the wood according to their number of 
scholars." 

The record also says : "It was put to vote to see if the 
district would hire Mr. S. Smith to keep school and engage 
him 10 bushels of wheat, and passed in the negative." 

Mr. Smith had evidently presumed too far. Other 
good men and true stood ready to teach the district school 
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without exacting such excessive pay, and the meeting there- 
fore voted "To hire Mr. S. Smith to keep school if he can 
be obtained without engs^ng him grain ; otherwise to hire 
Stephen Pierce." 

The school established, provision was at once made 
for a schoolhouse. As was almost universally the case, 
its location was determined by the geographical centre of 
the district and the worthlessness of the ground on which 
it stood, exposed to -the scorching sun of summer and the 
bleak winds of winter. Indeed the tendency of those early 
days to seek mere geographical convenience and the con- 
sequent multiplication of districts and small schools without 
reference to efficiency or economy in their management still 
persists, and is a crying evil in our hill towns today. 

Compare the cost of any of our modem buildings with 
the appropriation order for this first schoolhouse in the 
town: 

"VOTED: To build a schoolhouse 24 feet x 18 feet, 
with 9 foot posts, and to raise the sum of $16.66 in cash 
and $30 in lumber^ at the rate of $6 per thousand for 
spruce boards, $5 per thousand for hemlock boards, $6 per 
thousand for slit work, one penny per foot for square tim- 
ber, one penny for each three feet of timber suitable for 
rafters and sleepers, and $2 for shingles." 

Cheap in construction and forbidding in external as- 
pect, our schoolhouse was even worse within. In front, 
near the entrance, stood the teacher's desk, and near at 
hand the fire-place, in which smouldered the green wood 
just dragged from the nearby forest. Around three sides 
of the room ran a rude shelf or desk, and two rows of 
backless benches, one for the larger scholars, the other for 
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the little tots. There was no ventilation, and doubtless 
some here present have vivid recollections of the unsatis- 
factory working of the primitive heating plant, for these 
conditions prevailed without much variation until the mid- 
dle of the last century, not only in Vermont, but through- 
out New England. 

At first only a winter term of school was maintained ; 
this commonly commenced immediately after Thanksgiving, 
and continued until the money on hand had been expended 
— a period that seldom if ever exceeded three months. 
After a few years a summer term, usually called a "wom- 
an's school" was provided, and attended by the girls and 
the smaller boys. 

Constant pressure from men with small families to be 
released from taxation usually resulted in a compromise. 
Funds for salaries were raised by a tax on the list, and other 
expenses were assessed according to the number of pupils 
in each family. The law of barter of course compelled 
the teacher to board around, although the custom was not 
universal, and occasionally the job of boarding the teacher 
was put up at vendue and knocked off to the lowest bidder 
at a price varying from 66% cents to 75 cents a week. 

A few teachers of this period stand out by reason of 
their preeminent ability, but the average was low, as might 
be anticipated from the wages paid. The salary of a female 
teacher seldom exceeded a dollar a week, and was often 
less, while the male teachers, employed to handle the win- 
ter school, did not average more than ten or twelve dollars 
a month. Indeed, as late as 1850, five dollars a month was 
common pay for female teachers, and the average monthly 
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compensation of male teachers throughout the state was less 
than fourteen dollars. 

And in what branches were these teachers called upon 
to give instruction? Each district determined its curric- 
ulum, and the following is a fair sample: "Voted: That 
the committee be instructed to procure a teacher capable 
of teaching reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar and 
geography, provided such a one can be procured for any 
other pay than money." 

Text books existed in unending variety, for the caprice 
of successive teachers and the profit of book-sellers wholly 
governed their selection. These books are interesting to- 
day as a source of amusement, for crude wood cuts, fables, 
quaint sayings^ and bits of information and advice fill their 
pages. As a general rule there were few text books suited 
to beginners, the transition from the alphabet to elaborate 
and stately composition being far too rapid. Nor were the 
lessons always clothed in language that would today be 
thought proper for the budding mind, as, for example : 

"Joan is a nasty girl." 

"Greedy gluttons buy many dinty bits for their un- 
godly guts." 

"Children drink brimstone and milk for the itch." 

But on the other hand note the following from Noah 
Webster's spelling-book: 

"A good child will not lie, swear, nor steal. He will 
be good at home, and ask to read his book : when he gets 
up he will wash his hands and face clean; he will comb 
his hair and make haste to school; he will not play by the 
way as bad boys do." 
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Few of our twentieth century pupils are acquainted 
with the rule of three, tear and trett, single and double 
fellowship, barter, and allegation medial — ^terms that were 
in common use in the arithmetics of a century ago. Some 
here present doubtless started their table of long measure 
with : "Three barley corns make one inch" ; but how many 
are familiar with the rule of dry measure that, "Two quarts 
make one pottle ; two bushels make one strike ; two strikes 
make one coom ; two cooms make one quarter ; four quarters 
make one chaldron ; five quarters make one wey ; two weys 
make one last." 

One notes also the marked attempt in these early arith- 
metics to propound dry problems in an interesting manner, 
and even to reflect the customs of the time, as witness : 

"Divide 4j4 gals, of brandy equally among 144 
soldiers." 

"What length of cord will fit to tie a cow's tail, the 
other end fixed in the ground, to let her have the liberty of 
eating an acre of grass and no more, supposing the cow 
and the tail to be five yards and one-half?" 

"When hens are nine shillings a dozen, what will be the 
price of six eggs at two cents for three eggs ?" 

"John made three marks on one leaf of his book, and 
six on another; how many marks did he make?" 

"His teacher punished him for soiling the book by 
giving him four blows on one hand and five on the other; 
how many blows did he strike?" 

"Seven boys laughed at him on one side of the house 
when he was punished, and two on the other; how many 
boys laughed?" 
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A glance at the geographies of the period cannot fail 
to emphasize what exploration and development have ac- 
complished in a century, even in our own country. 

Here is a description of the then newly acquired ter- 
ritory of Louisiana: 

"This territory is boimded east by the River Mississippi ; 
south by the State of Louisiana ; west by some of the Span- 
ish dominions and regions unknown." 

Of British America or New Britain, so-called, which 
included the vast Canadian territory lying east of the 
Rocky Mountains and north of the present Province of 
Quebec, it was said : "This extensive country is bounded on 
the east by Hudson's Bay, and the Atlantick Ocean; 
south by the River St. Lawrence, and Canada; west by 
parts unknown ; and north by the polar regions" ; while the 
following is an interesting commentary upon the state of 
our great coal industry: "In some parts of our country 
stone coal is used for fuel. It is dug from the earth, and 
is cheaper, and some think, better than wood." 

And yet these schools with their over-crowded and ill- 
ventilated rooms, their crude text books, and their utter 
lack of equipment, by sheer persistence did a work in the 
fundamentals of a sound education that cannot fail to com- 
mand the admiration of our modem educators. 

But time serves no longer. The various activities of 
the little town are now established, and it is prepared to run 
its peaceful course. There is but one word more that I 
would leave with you. 

The hill town has played well its part in the grand his- 
tory of our nation. Its rugged acres have nurtured thou- 
sands of good men and women whose handiwork may now 
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be seen in this and other states. Before it was itself firm- 
ly established, its sons and daughters were pushing west- 
word to newly opened lands, and since that time the never 
ending stream of emigration has pursued the vanishing 
frontier that like the rainbow's pot of gold kept ever just 
ahead. And now its population dwindles, its homes are 
falling into ruins, its farms are returning to the forest, and 
the cry goes up that it is a decayed and dying member. 

My friends, it is not so. Those bush-grown acres 
were often never meant to till ; those ruins are replaced by 
better homes ; that dwindling population produces . more, 
is better fed and educated, has wider interests, and lives a 
saner, happier life than ever did its forebears. 

Let it not be assumed that the hill town has no future. 
There is no longer a frontier; the fleeting will-o-the-wisp 
of cheap land to the westward no longer dances before our 
eyes ; and no longer will the virgin soil of the prairies )rield 
up its hundred-fold without return. Here, at the threshold 
of the markets, is the opportunity of the future, and men 
will not fail to grasp it. 

The tide ebbs but to flow again, and he, whose eye can 
see the coming greatness of our nation, by the same tokeh 
knows that the fertile acres of the hills and valleys of Ver- 
mont must play an ever growing part in its economy. 

Nor is this all. The hill town is still a mother of men 
— Green Mountain Men — and in the years to come, as in 
the past, the moiling millions in our smoke-grimed cities 
will look for clear eyed, straight thinking leaders to her 
everlasting hills. 
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John L. Bacx)n. 

John L. Bacon was born in Chdsea, June i8, 1862. 
He was educated in the common schools and in St. Johns- 
bury Academy. He began his business career in 1883 ^ 
cashier of the First National Bank of Chelsea. Upon the 
organization of the National Bank of White River Junc- 
tion he was elected cashier and held the place until his 
death. In 1884 and 1885 he was treasurer of Orange 
county. He was treasurer of the town of Hartford from 
1891 to 1898. In 1892 he served as representative in the 
L^slature, serving on the committees on banking and in- 
surance. In 1898 he was elected state treasurer and served 
in that capacity until 1906. He represented Hartford in 
the Legislature of 1908, serving as chairman of the appro- 
priations committee. He was a trustee of St. Johnsbury 
Academy and treasurer of the Ottaquechee Woolen Co. 
He died April 27, 1909. 



Robert O. Bascom. 

Robert O. Bascom was born in Orwell, Vt., Nov. 18, 
1855. He was educated in the public schools and at Fort 
Edward Collegiate Institute. He studied law and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1883. He built up a large practice 
and in 1905 Governor Higgins appointed him District At- 
torney for Washington county to fill a vacancy. He was 
reelected that fall and elected again in 1908 for a term of 
three years. He was a prominent Republican and had 
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been chairman of the county committee of his county. He 
was one of the incorporators of the New York State His- 
torical Association and in 1903 was made its secretary. His 
knowledge of historical matters was profound, and he had 
contributed valuable monographs to the proceedings of the 
association. He was one of the charter members of the 
Empire State Society, Sons of the American Revolution. 
He was noted as a collector of relics and curios and had 
travelled extensively throughout the United States and 
Mexico. He died at his home in Fort Edward, N. Y., 
May 19, 1909. 



Ex-Gov. Charles J. BthL. 
Charles J. Bell was bom in Walden, March 16, 1845. 
He was educated in the common schools and at the age of 
17 enlisted in 1862 as a private in the Fifteenth Vermont 
Infantry. He reenlisted in Company C, First Vermont 
Cavalry and was made a corporal. He engaged in farm- 
ing on his discharge from the army and followed that call- 
ing successfully all his life. In 1882 he represented Wal- 
den in the Legislature. He served in the Senate of 1894, 
was railroad commissioner 1895-96; member of the Board 
of Agriculture 1897-1904 and the secretary for six years; 
and cattle commissioner 1898-1902. He was elected Gov- 
ernor of Vermont in 1904, serving until 1906. When the 
Vermont State Grange was organized in 1872 he was 
elected treasurer and held the position until he was elected 
master in 1894. He was a member of the national execu- 
tive committee for several years. He died suddenly on a 
train in New York City, Sept. 25, 1909. 
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James H. Canipield. 

James H. Canfield was born in Delaware, Ohio, March 
i8, 1847. He was graduated from Williams College in 
1868 and for the next three years was engaged in railroad 
building in Iowa and Minnesota. In 1872 he was admitted 
to the Michigan bar and practiced law at St. Joseph, Mich., 
1872-77. He was superintendent of schools at St. Joseph, 
and becoming interested in educational work was called to 
the University of Kansas in 1877 as professor of history 
and English literature, which position he held until 1891. 
He was chancellor of the University of Nebraska, 1891-95, 
and president of the Ohio State University, 1895-99. From 
1899 to his death, March 29, 1909, he was librarian of 
Columbia University. He received the honorary degree of 
Litt. D. from the University of Oxford. He was a mem- 
ber of many learned societies and was the author of several 
books, including a History of Kansas. 



Hiram CarlETon. 

Hiram Carleton was bom in Barre, Vermont, August 
28, 1838. He gained his early education in the public 
schools of his native town and was fitted for college in 
the Barre Academy. After graduating from the Univer- 
sity of Vermont, in i860, he was principal of the Hines- 
burgh, Vermont, Academy. Subsequently he became in- 
structor and principal of the Academy at Keeseville, New 
York. 

He studied law with E. E. French of Barre, Vermont, 
and was admitted to the Bar in 1865. For ten years he 
practiced in Waitsfield, Vermont, during which time he 
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represented that town in the State Legislature. In the ses- 
sion of 1870 he was chairman of the committee on educa- 
tion when the town system of schools was adopted. In 
1870-72 he was State's Attorney for Washington county. 
In 1876 he removed to Montpelier, Vermont, and in 1883 
he was appointed, by Governor J. L. Barstow, Judge of 
Probate of the District of Washington, and held that of- 
fice, by successive elections of both political parties, for 
twenty-five years and until his death at Montpelier, Ver- 
mont, February 24, 1909. 

Judge Carleton was a member of the Vermont His- 
torical Society, of which he was for ten years treasurer, 
and for six years president. From 1883 till his death he 
was treasurer of the Vermont Bar Association. He was 
a member of the Vermont Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution, and at the time of his death he was the his- 
torian and a member of the obituary conmiittee. 



Robert M. Colburn. 

Robert M. Colbum was born in Springfield, Vt, Dec. 
6, 1844. He was educated in the common schools, at Kim- 
ball Union Academy, Meriden, N. H., and at Andover, 
Mass. He- was a farmer and held several town offices. He 
represented Springfield in the Legislature of 1880 and 
served on the committee on agriculture. He was one of 
the directors of the First National Bank and one of the 
trustees of the Springfield Public Library. He was much 
interested in historical research and in all matters pertain- 
ing to education. He died July 11, 1904. 
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^ John H. Converse. 

John Heman Converse died on May 3, 19 10. He was 
bom in Burlington, Vt., Dec. 2, 1840, being the eldest son 
of the Rev. J. K. Converse. He received his early educa- 
tion in the public schools of Burlington, and was graduated, 
with honors, from the University of Vermont, in the class 
of 1861. Thrown upon his own resources in early life, 
he manifested from boyhood g^eat interest in telegraphy, 
stenography and railroads. After his graduation he en- 
tered the office of the Burlington Daily Times and soon 
became its business manager. Three years later he re- 
moved to Chicago, 111., to accept the position of con- 
fidential clerk to Dr. E. H. Williams, then superintendent 
of the Galena division of the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railroad. When Dr. Williams was made the general su- 
perintendent of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company he 
placed Mr, Converse in charge of the railroad office at Al- 
toona, Pa. In 1870 Dr. Williams became a member of the 
firm of Bumham, Parry, Williams & Co. proprietors of 
the Baldwin Locomotive Works at Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. 
Converse accompanied him to that city, and three years 
later, he was a member of the firm. The extraordinary 
business capacity manifested by him was recognized by re- 
peated promotions until 1909, when the firm was changed 
to a corporation and Mr. Converse was elected its presi- 
dent and held that responsible position at the time of his 
death. With the accumulation of wealth Mr. Converse 
became known not only for his exceptional aptitude in the 
conduct of financial affairs, but also as a patron of music 
and art as well as a generous contributor to social, edu- 
cational and religious enterprises. 
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He was a member of many civil and patriotic societies 
and clubs. Among these were the Vermont Society of 
Gjlonial Wars, of which he was Governor in 1908, the 
American Philosophical Society; the American Academy 
of Political and Social Science; the Franklin Institute; 
the Historical Societies of Pennsylvania and Vermont; the 
Geographical Society of Philadelphia; the Pennsylvania 
Society Sons of the Revolution; the Union League; Con- 
temporary; University; the Manufacturers and Engineers 
Clubs of Philadelphia; the New Elngland Society of Penn- 
sylvania, of which he was president; the Citizens Per- 
manent Relief Committee and Christian League of Phila- 
delphia; and, during the Spanish War, he was president 
of the National Relief Commission. In 1883-85 he was 
vice-president of the Philadelphia Music Festival Commit- 
tee. Since 1901 a director of the Philadelphia Orchestra 
Association. For many years he was director and vice- 
president of the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and 
one of the advisory committee of the Union League Art 
Qub; president of the Philadelphia Parkway and Fairmount 
Park Art Association, and a member of the Board of Public 
Education. He was trustee of the Presb)rterian Hospital 
and of the Y. M. C. A. of Philadelphia. For twenty-five 
years until his death he was an active and valued trustee 
of the University of Vermont. 

In his religious denomination, (Presbyterian) he was, 
in 1901, the Vice-Moderator of the General Assembly 
and for many years the president of its board of trustees, 
chairman of its evangelistic committee and the World's 
Evangelistic committee, so that this church came to regard 
him as "prince of laymen, not only in his liberality in 
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iinancing its several enterprises, but also for the personal 
service he gave to it and to its institutions." 



Gen. W. H. Gilmore. 
William H. Gilmore was bom in Fairlee, Oct. 17, 1839. 
He was educated in the common schools, in the academies 
of Thetford and Barre and in Newbury Seminary. In 
December, 1861, he enlisted in Company D, Eight Vermont 
Volimteers and a little later was made quartermaster ser- 
geant. From the close of the war until 1901 he resided 
on the home farm at Fairlee. For more than thirty-nine 
years he was town treasurer. He was a member of the 
Legislature from Fairlee in 1878 and in 1882 he was elected 
a senator from Orange county. He was a member of 
Governor Barstow's staff, and in July, 1883, t<X>k a prom- 
inent part in suppressing the riots at the Ely copper mines. 
In 1886 he was elected quartermaster-general and in 
1900 the duties of adjutant-general were added, which po- 
sition he held until his death, April 18, 1910. 



Dr. J. Henry Jackson. 

J. Henry Jackson was bom in Brome, Que., April 19, 
1844. He removed to Barre, Vt., while a boy and was 
graduated from Barre Academy in 1862 and from the 
medical department of the University of Vermont in 1865. 
He began the practice of medicine in Stockholm, N. Y., but 
returned to Barre in 1870, where he resided thereafter. 
He had a large practice. In 1882 he was chosen professor 
of physiology in the University of Vermont and held the 
position until his death. He was one of the incorporators 
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of the Barre City Hospital and its president; one of the 
incorporators and for several years president of the Barre 
Water Company, and for several years president of the 
Barre Savings Bank and vice-president of the National 
Bank of Barre. He was superintendent of the Barre 
schools, 1881-82, and for many years treasurer and a trus- 
tee of Barre Academy. He represented Barre in the 
Legislature of 1878, was elected mayor of Barre in 1903, 
was one of the delegates-at-large to the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention of 1892, and was Democratic candidate 
for governor in 1896. He died Sept. 13, 1907. 



Rev. a. N. Lewis. 
Alonzo N, Lewis was bom in New Britain, Conn., 
Sept. 3, 183 1. He was educated in public and private 
schools and was graduated from Yale University in 1852. 
He was principal of Litchfield Academy, New Hartford 
High School, taught in the North Carolina Institute for 
Deaf, Dumb and Blind, was principal and superintendent 
of schools at Wkterbury, Conn., and principal of Parker 
Academy. He was admitted to the bar in 1857. In 1866 
he was ordained an Episcopal clergyman and was rector 
of Christ Church, Bethlehem, Church of the Messiah, Dex- 
ter, Me., St. James' Church, New Haven, Conn., Holy 
Trinity Church, Westport, and Christ Church, Montpelier, 
Vt. He died Sept. 12, 1907. 



Hamden W. McIntyre. 
Hamden W. McIntyre was bom at Randolph Centre, 
Sept. 28, 1834. He was educated in the ccnnmon schools 
and at the Orange County grammar school. At the age 
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of 20 he went to Augusta, Me., where he worked five or 
six years in the manufacture of reeds for organs. In 
March, 1865, he enlisted in Company I, First New York 
Veteran Cavalry, and served until the close of the Civil 
War. In 1871 he went to Alaska and for ten years was 
in the employ of the Alaska Commercial Company. He 
then went to California, where for several years he was 
in charge of large wine and brandy cellars in Napa valley. 
Later he superintended the vineyards and wine making on 
the estate of the late Leland Stanford, at Vina, Cal. In 
1894 he returned to Randolph. He was engaged in the 
electro-plating business and with his brother organized 
and managed the Randolph telephone exchange. In 1900 
he represented Randolph in the Legislature. He died 
Sept. 19, 1909. 



John H. Merrikeu>. 

John H. Merrifield was bom in Newfane, June 12, 
1847. He was educated in the common schools and at 
Springfield Wesleyan Seminary. He was engrossing clerk 
in the Legislatures of 1874 and 1878, second assistant clerk 
of the House in 1882 and 1888, first assistant clerk in 1890, 
and clerk in 1892 and 1894. He was a member of the 
House in 1878, 1880, 1902 and 1904, being speaker the last 
two terms. He was a member of the Senate in 1896. In 
1897 he was appointed county clerk for Windham county. 
He died Dec. 29, 1906. 



Rt. Rkv. John S. Michaud. 

John Stephen Michaud, Bishop of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Burlington, was bom at Burlington Nov. 24, 
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1843, where he attended the parochial and commercial 
schools. His father having died when the lad was young, 
early employment was necessary and he worked in the 
Burlington lumber mills from the age of 12 until he was 
21. In September, 1865, he went to Montreal College to 
resume his studies, going later to Holy Cross College, at 
Worcester, Mass., where he was graduated with high honors 
in 1870. He continued his studies at St. Joseph's Theo- 
logical Seminary, Troy, N. Y., and June 7, 1873, he was 
elevated to the priesthood. His first parish was Newport, 
and the neighboring missions of Albany, Barton and Lowell, 
and churches were provided for each of these towns. In 
May, 1879, he was recalled to Burlington to have charge 
of the construction of St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum which 
he completed in 1883. At Winooski he constructed a 
pastoral residence while in charge of the parish. In the 
fall of 1885 he assumed charge of the parish at Benning- 
ton and erected one of the finest churches in northern New 
England. Father Michaud was made coadjutor bishop 
April 4, 1892, and became bishop upon the death of Bishop 
DeGoesbriand. He was very successful in this important 
office and the church grew and prospered under his admin- 
istration. In the fall of 1908 he was taken ill and made 
a pilgrimage to Lourdes, France, hoping to be benefited, 
but his improvement was not permanent and he died in a 
New York hospital Dec. 22, 1908, while on his way home. 



James T. Phelps. 

James T. Phelps was born at Chittenden, Vt., May 24, 
1845, 2ind died in Brookline, Mass., Dec. 8, 1908. He was 
educated in the public schools, and at 13 years of age en- 
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tered the employ of the National Life Insurance Co. For 
many years he was the Massachusetts representative of the 
company, and at the time of his death he was a director 
and vice-president of the company. He was president of 
the Boston Life Underwriters' Association, 1887-88. 



Redfield Proctor. 

Redfield Proctor, who died in Washington, March 4, 
1908, was born in Proctorsville, Vermont, June i, 1831. 
He was graduated from Dartmouth College in 185 1, tak- 
ing his Master's Degree three years later. Studying law 
at the Albany Law School he was admitted to the Bar 
in 1859. Until his enlistment in the Third Vermont Regi- 
ment in Jtme, 1861, he practiced with his cousin, Hon. 
Isaac F. Redfield, at Boston, Mass. As an army officer he 
was brave, efficient and honest, and deserved promotion 
followed; first a Lieutenant, then an appointment on the 
staff of Gen. "Baldy" Smith, in Sept, 1861, then Major of 
the Fifth Vermont Regiment and last as Colonel of the 
Fifteenth Regiment in Sept., 1862. After he was mustered 
out of service in August, 1863, he resumed his law prac- 
tice with Judge W. G. Veazey until 1869, when he entered 
upon a more active business life as manager of the 
Sutherland Falls Marble Co., near Rutland. In 1880 the 
Vermont Marble Co. with Col. Proctor as president, was 
organized. This company eventually became, under his 
efficient management, the largest industry in the State 
and the largest marble concern in the world. 

Col. Proctor's public career began with his election as 
selectman of Rutland in 1866. The year following he rep- 
resented that town in the State Legislature. In 1874 he 
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was elected State Senator. His valuable services and 
prominence in the Assembly resulted in his nomination and 
election as Lieutenant-Governor in 1876, and Governor in 
1878. In all of these public positions his foresight and 
ability for constructive legislation were especially recog- 
nized and approved. In March, 1889, Gov. Proctor was 
called to the cabinet of President Harrison as Secretary of 
War. The responsible duties of this office he discharged 
with signal ability. On Dec. 7, 1891, he resigned from the 
cabinet to accept the appointment, by Gov. Page, of U. S. 
Senator to fill the unexpired term of Senator George F. Ed- 
munds, who had retired. In October, 1892, he was elected 
to the same position for the remainder of the term ending 
March 4, 1893, and for the full term ending March 4, 1899. 
In 1898 he was re-elected for the full term ending March 4, 
1905, and again re-elected for the term ending March 4, 
191 1. Senator Proctor was a member of the Vermont His- 
torical Society and was one of the charter members of the 
Vermont Society, Sons of the American Revolution and 
its president for one year. 



Daniel W. Robinson. 

Daniel Webster Robinson, who died at Burlington, 
Dec. 24, 1909, was born in Nashua, N. H., October 13, 
1843. His early education was obtained in the public 
schools of his native town, and he was graduated from a 
Commercial College in Boston, Mass. He then entered 
the office of Pierce and McQuestion, lumber dealers in 
Nashua, and continued with their successors. Messrs. 
Cross and Tolles. Removing to Burlington, Vt, he en- 
tered the employ of Lawrence Barnes & Co., of which firm 
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he became a member in 1878. In 1897, when the Burling- 
ton business of this company was sold to the Robinson, 
Edwards Lumber Co., incorporated, Mr. Robinson was 
elected its president and so continued until his death. 

From 1886 to 1904 he was a director and vice-presi- 
dent of the Howard National Bank of Burlington. When 
the Burlington Trust Co. was oi^nized in 1883, Mr. 
Robinson was elected a director and for the last ten years 
of his life he was its vice-president. In 1893 he received 
the appointment of commissioner from Vermont to the 
World's Columbian Exposition. He was a member and 
for two years the Governor of the Vermont Society of 
Colonial Wars, in right of descent from William Hack, of 
Taunton, Mass., and from William Robinson of Dor- 
chester, Mass., a member of Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery of Boston, Mass., in 1643, and when he died he 
held office of Deputy Governor of the General Society. He 
was one of the earliest members of the Vermont Society 
of the Sons of the American Revolution. He was presi- 
dent of this society in 1895-96. He was a member of the 
Vermont Historical Society, of the National Geographic 
Society, of the Algonquin Club of Burlington, of which 
he was president in 1897, and of other fraternal and social 
societies and clubs. 



Henry L. Sheijx)n. 

Henry L. Sheldon was born in Middlebury, Vt, Aug. 
iSth, 1821, and died in Middlebury, Feb. 28, 1907. From 
1841 to^i850 Mr. Sheldon was in business in Vergennes 
and Middlebury. From 1850 to 1853 he was mail-agent 
on the Rutland and Burlington railroad when he accepted 
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a position in the post-office at Middlebury. Resigning in 
1856 he removed to Nebraska and was postmaster for a 
time in Oteo. Returning to Vermont he was station- 
agent at Middlebury until 1862. He held the office of 
town clerk of Middlebury for twenty-five years. Becom- 
ing early interested in antiquarian work he gathered a 
large and valuable collection which he eventually placed 
in the control of the corporation known as "The Sheldon 
Art Museum and Historical Society" to be permanently 
continued under the management of a board of trustees. 
A devout member of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church for 
over sixty years, for more than one-half of which period 
he was the church organist, he was for many years a mem- 
ber of its vestry and parish treasurer. He was a member 
of the Vermont Historical Society and of the Vermont 
Society, Sons of the American Revolution. 



Edgar O. Silver. 

Edgar O. Silver was bom in Bloomfidd, Vt, April 
17, i860, and grew up as a farmer's boy. He fitted for 
college at Waterville, Me., and was graduated from Brown 
University. He was employed for two years by the pub- 
lishing house of D. Appleton & Co., and then for a year 
was associated with H. E. Holt, author of a series of music 
books for school use. In 1886 he established the firm of 
Silver, Rogers & Co., which was succeeded in 1888 by the 
firm of Silver, Burdett & Co. In 1892 it was made a cor- 
poration and Mr. Silver became president of this great 
publishing house. He was a trustee of Brown University, 
Providence, R. I., of Roger Williams University, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., of Derby Academy, Derby, Vt, chairman of 
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the board of trustees of Shaw University, Raleigh. N. C, 
president of the American Institute of Applied Music, New 
York, president of the board of corporators of Peddie In- 
stitute, Hightstown, N. J., member of the executive board 
of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, president 
of the New Jersey Baptist Social Union, director of the 
Century Bank^ New York, and a member of the New York 
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Silver died at East Orange, 
N. J., Nov. i8, 1909, and burial was at Derby, Vt., where 
he owned a fine farm. 



Bradley B. Smaixey. 

Bradley Barlow Smalley was bom in Jericho, Ver- 
mont, Nov. 26, 1835. His father, Hon. D. A. Smalley, 
an eminent lawyer and Judge of the United States Dis- 
trict Court of Vermont for twenty years, removed to Bur- 
lington, Vermont, in 1839, and in the schools and academy 
of that town Colonel Smalley received his early education. 
He was admitted to the bar in 1863, but was never an ac- 
tive practitioner. He held the office of clerk of the United 
States District and Circuit Courts from 1861 to July, 1885, 
and of United States Commissioner from 1861 to 1896, 
discharging his official duties with faithfulness and ability 
which characterized all of his public work. He was a mem- 
ber of the Vermont Legislature in 1874 and 1878, and held 
several of the municipal offices of his city. An active and 
influential member of the Democratic party, he was for 
many years prominent in its State and National councils, 
as well as in its Presidential campaigns from 1876 to 1892, 
being delegate to its National Conventions in 1872, '76, '80, 
and '84. He held the office of United States Collector of 
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Customs from 1885 to 1889, and from 1893 to 1897. He 
was a director of the Central Vermont Railroad Company 
to the time of its re-organization, the Rutland Railroad Com- 
pany, and of the Southeastern system of railroads. At 
various times he was president of the Montpelier & White 
River Railroad Company; the Ogdensburgh and Lake 
Champlain Railroad Company ; and the Montreal and 
Province Railroad Company. He was one of the com- 
missioners from Vermont to the World's Columbian Ex- 
position. For many years he was first director and then 
president of the Burlington Trust Company and was con- 
nected prominently with many of the leading commercial 
industries of Burlington. Colonel Smalley was one of the 
charter members of the Algonquin Club of Burlington; of 
the Society of Colonial Wars and of the Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion. He was also a member of the Vermont 
Society, Sons of the American Revolution, and of the Ver- 
mont Historical Society. He died at Burlington, Vermont, 
Nov. 6, 1909. 



Charles A. Smith. 
Charles Albert Smith was born November 6, 1848, 
in Waitsfield, Vermont. At the time of his death, which 
occurred June 19, 1908, he was a resident of the city of 
Barre, Vermont. His ancestors were among the first set- 
tlers of Connecticut. A father and three sons of a fourth 
and fifth generation later came to Vermont and helped to 
settle the town of Brookfield, Vermont. After spending 
his early life in Waitsfield, he entered Barre Academy 
under Dr. Jacob S. Spaulding, graduating from that in- 
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stitution in 1870. He entered the University of Vermont, 
class of 1874, but was unable on account of ill health to com- 
plete his course. Returning to Barre, he entered upon a 
business career which became his life work. Mr. Smith 
was a trustee of Barre Academy and the clerk of the board. 
He was prominent in the movement to organize the 
graded school system in Barre, and a member of the com- 
mittee which designed and erected the Spaulding School 
building. He served several terms on the board of 
assessors of the city of Barre and was long a member of 
the Barre Congregational Church, for which he served as 
clerk, as treasurer, as a member of the executive commit- 
tee and as superintendent of the Sunday School. For 
many years he was treasurer of the Vermont Bible So- 
ciety, and was also a member of the Vermont Historical 
Society and the Vermont Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution. 



Frederick E. Smith. 

Frederick Elijah Smith was born in Northfield, Vt, 
June II, 1830, and died at Montpelier, Vt., Feb. 24, 1907. 
Educated at the public schools he was graduated from 
Newbury Seminary and at once engaged in the drug busi- 
ness at Northfield, Vt, until 1848, when he removed to 
Montpelier. For eight years, previous to Aug. 1861, he 
conducted a successful drug business in Montpelier when 
he was appointed by Gov. Fairbanks to take charge of the 
supplies, etc., of the camp of the 6th Vt. Vols. The same 
year he was sent to the Army of the Potomac to make set- 
tlements with the Vermont Regiments and while thus en- 
gaged he was made R^mental Quartermaster of the 8th 
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Vt. Vols. In Sept. 1862 he was appointed to the staff of 
Brig.-Gen. Weitzel, as Brigade Commissary and served 
two years when he resigned from the service and returned 
to Montpelier in May, 1865. The following year he re- 
moved to New York City and engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness. Returning to Montpelier in 1872 he became inter- 
ested in manufactures. He was elected a director of the 
Vermont Mutual Fire Insurance Co. and subsequently its 
vice-president and president. In 1891 he resigned on ac- 
count of ill health. In 1895 ^^ ^^ again elected presi- 
dent of the company and continued in that office until his 
death. He held many offices of trust in several corpora- 
tionS; was State senator, trustee of Norwich University, 
of the Soldiers' Home, and of the schools of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Vermont, and for many years he was a mem- 
ber of the standing committee of the Diocese and warden 
of Christ Episcopal Church at Montpelier. He was a 
member of the Vermont Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution and of the Vermont Historical Society. 



Edward Wells. 

Edward Wells was bom in Waterbury, Vt., Oct. 30, 
1835, and died in Miami, Fla., Feb. 19, 1907. After re- 
ceiving a public school education and graduating from the 
Bakersfield Academy, he at once entered upon a clerkship 
in Montpelier, Vt. At the end of three years he returned 
to Waterbury and was employed in his father's wholesale 
flour store. In 1850 he went to Kansas, but finding his 
health seriously affected by the climate he returned to his 
former position in Waterbury. In Sept. 1861 he enlisted 
in the sth Vt. Vols. On account of his superior qualifica- 
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tions he was detailed as clerk in the Quartermaster's De- 
partment, and there remained until his discharge in 1864. 
Returning home he was, for four years, principal clerk 
in the State Treasurer's office at Montpelier, when he de- 
cided to remove to Burlington, Vt., and enter the employ 
of Henry & Co., wholesale manufacturers and dealers in 
drugs. On the establishment of the firm of Wells, Rich- 
ardson & Co. in the same business, he became the head 
partner and on the incorporation of the company, in 1882, 
he was elected its president and held that office until his 
death. He was president of the Burlington Trust Co., and 
of the Home for Aged Women ; vice-president of the Bur- 
lington Safe Deposit Co. and of the Burlington Cotton 
Mills and trustee of the Fletcher Free Library Fund. 
From 1890 to 1892 he was city representative in the Ver- 
mont Legislature. He was a member of the Vermont His- 
torical Society and the Vermont Society, Sons of the 
American Revolution. 



Henry A. Wili^rd. 

Henry A. Willard was bom in Westminster, Vt., May 
14, 1822. He was educated in the common schools and at 
Walpole (N. H.) Academy. At the age of 16 he began 
work in a store at Bellows Falls. Later he secured em- 
ployment in Chase's Hotel at Brattleboro. From there he 
went to Troy, N. Y., where he secured a position as stew- 
ard on a Hudson river steamboat. Becoming acquainted 
with the owner of the City Hotel at Washington Mr. Wil- 
lard purchased the property in 1847 ^^^ changed the name 
to the Willard Hotel. In 1853 his brother Joseph was 
taken into partnership and in a few years it became the 
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leading hotel of the city. When AtH^diam Lincoln came 
to Washington to be inaugurated in 1861 he put up at Wil- 
lard's Hotel. During the Civil War he was a loyal sup- 
porter of the Union cause. He retired from active hotel 
management in 1861. President Grant appointed him 
vice-president of the Washington Board of Public Works. 
He was president of the Columbia Street Railroad Com* 
pany from 1873 to 1889, and was one of the oi^^anizers of 
the Columbia Fire Insurance Company. In 1867 ^^ ot^;an- 
ized the National Savings Bank and became its first presi- 
dent For many years he was vice-president of the Na- 
tional Metropolitan Bank, was a director of the American 
Security and Trust Company, vice-president of the Gar- 
field Memorial Hospital, a member of the Washington 
Montunent Society, the Washington Association of Ver- 
monters and many other organizations. He died at the 
summer home of his son in Walpole, N. H., Dec. 4, 1909. 
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The Ninth Annual Meeting of the VemKMit Electrical 
Association was in session at Brandon on September 28, 
1910, in conjunction with the New England secticm of the 
National Electric Light Association. The two bodies, as- 
sociated with the Vermont Historical Society, had planned 
an observance of Davenport Day at this time to com- 
memorate the inventor and the invention of the electric 
motor. A tablet of bronze on a marble block had been 
placed at Forestdale in Brandon, where Davenport's early 
work was done. The tablet bore the following inscripti<Mi : 

IN MEMORY OF 

THOMAS DAVENPORT 

1802-1851 



THE INVENTOR OF THE 
ELECTRIC MOTOR 



NEAR THIS SPOT STOOD THE 

BUILDING WHERE HE DEVELOPED 

HIS INVENTION 



THIS TABLET IS PLACED HERE BY 
ALLIED ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATIONS 
OF AMERICA IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
GREAT SERVICE RENDERED MANKIND 
BY THE INVENTION, TO THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF WHICH HE DEVOTED 
HIS LIFE 



ERECTED SEPTEMBER 28, 1910 
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Mr. Charles E. Parker of Vergennes, President of the 
Vermont Electrical Association, occupied the chair, and. 
the tablet was unveiled with appropriate exercises. 

PROGRAM. 
September 28, 1910. 

Afternoon: Unveiling of the Davenport tablet at 
Forestdale by Mrs. A. J. Campbell and Miss Frances 
Davenport. 

Prayer by the Rev. W. G. Davenport of Washington, 
D. C. 

Presentation of tablet by Mr. A. J. Campbell of New 
London, Connecticut, President of the New England Sec- 
tion of the National Electric Light Association. 

Acceptance by Ex-Governor Stickney on behalf of 
the Vermont Historical Society. 

Address by Mr. T. Commerford Martin of New York, 
Secretary of the National Electric Light Association. 

PRESIDENT CAMPBELL'S PRESENTATION. 

Mr, President: — 

History — American history, of the most stirring kind 
was made in these your Green Mountains. The story of 
the great fight for a principle, and the tales of personal 
encounters and daring exploits must thrill generations to 
come, as they have thrilled Aniericans, from the days of 
the Green Mountain Boys to the present. 

But we are making history today, that is just as far 
reaching in its effects although less stirring and exciting. 
We are building up a great social and industrial democracy, 
we are daily making greater and greater use of the forces 
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of nature, and are extending their benefits and conveniences 
for the common use of all men, and are slowly, step by 
step, through the arts of peace rather than of war, bring- 
ing about that equality of men for which our forefathers 
fought and upon which our republic is founded. It is 
therefore altogether fitting that in this place, and amid 
these mountains, which are the scene of so many brave 
deeds, the man, Thomas Davenport, whose memory we 
honor today, should have lived and wrought, and by his 
inventive genius have helped in the history making of the 
present generation. For a man whose invention has aided 
in the creation of this industrial democracy and has helped 
compel any of the forces of nature to work for the benefit 
of mankind, has contributed just as truly to history, as 
those brave men who risked their lives for their own in- 
dependence and that of their country. 

It is proper, therefore, that we should honor this man, 
and preserve his memory, and to that end this stone and 
tablet have been erected jointly by the Vermont Electrical 
Association, the Vermont Historical Society, and the New 
England Section of the National Electric Light Associa- 
tion. We, of the electric interests, have perhaps profited 
more directly and appreciate more fully, what this man 
did, but to your society falls the pleasant and inspiring 
task of seeing that honor is given where it is due. To 
you, Sir,- as President of the Vermont Historical Society, 
I will deliver this deed, which will place in your charge 
that stone and tablet erected to the memory of Thomas 
Davenport, knowing that you will take care of them with 
the same pains that you devote to the preservation of the 
monuments erected to commemorate the Green Mountain 
Boys and their brave exploits. 
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But you will do nx>re than this. As the monuments 
and relics that are in your charge are but the outward and 
remaining visible tokens of an indomitable spirit that 
fought for the right and for independence, so this stone 
and this tablet but serve to tell us of a mind that conceived 
and a spirit that persevered. And it is the memory of these 
that I really place in your charge, knowing that you will 
devote to its preservation the same zeal and the same 
pride that you show in keeping alive the spirit that ani- 
mated the men who pioneered and fought and died in this, 
your beloved state of Vermont. 

EX-GOVERNOR STICKNEY'S ACCEPTANCE. 

Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen: — 

Vermont, although small in area and rugged with 
hills, has a history rich in achievement both in war and in 
peace. The Vermont Historical Society has for its ob- 
ject the collection and conservation of the State's history. 
In the seventy years or more of its existence, the society 
has done much to rescue from oblivicm for the use of fu- 
ture generations records, traditions, and mementoes bear- 
ing upon the lives of her early settlers, her writers, her 
statesmen, and her soldiers. 

But men deserving of honor are found in every walk 
of life. To-day it is the pleasant duty of the society, 
through its representatives to join with you in honoring 
the memory of Thc«nas Davenport, the inventor of the 
electric motor. 

His name is no longer confined within State limits, 
his fame has become world-wide. The recognition of his 
genius has been tardy, but this generation is beginning 
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to appreciate the greatness of his achievement, and to ac- 
knowledge the permanent worth of his service. For his 
inventions have resulted in awakening a sleeping giant by 
making application of a motive power which seems destined 
to revolutionize the methods of propelling machinery and 
to increase the facilities of transportation. His work in 
many ways has contributed to the benefit and uplift of 
humanity at large. Not the least of his legacy to mankind 
is the force of his example. A man pinched by poverty 
and with limited facilities for experiment, but with un- 
daunted courage, with singleness of purpose and with en- 
during tenacity, he succeeded in compelling nature to re- 
veal to him her secrets. 

Now in the name and on behalf of the Vermont His- 
torical Society, I accept the tablet here dedicated to the 
memory of Thomas Davenport. May this memorial so 
fittingly given be secure in our care and keeping in all the 
future. Let it stand here in all the days of the years to 
come, telling the story of the Williamstown blacksmith, 
who turned obstacles into opportunities. Let it point the 
moral that he only is great who serves his fellowmen. 

The address of the occasion was then delivered by 
T. Commerford Martin as follows: 
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SECRETARY MARTIN'S ADDRESS. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: — 

A nation that spends as much every year for electricity 
as for daily bread may well entertain sentiments of reverence 
towards its pioneers in the electrical arts. That part of 
our country which has given birth to some of the most 
notable of these pioneers may also well exhibit special 
pride in the fact, and signalize it in appropriate manner. 
It is indeed remarkable that New England has to her 
credit a wonderful list of electrical worthies, and through 
them has forever set, deep and imperishable, a stamp on 
American invention and industry as distinctive and unmis- 
takable as the imprint of her poets in literature and her 
statesmen in politics. No other geographic division blends 
these merits in equal degree with New England. To Massa- 
chusetts as natives of Boston we owe Benjamin Franklin, 
who snatched the lightning from the clouds; and Morse, 
who as father of the tel^raph, made the lightnings talk. 
To her also we owe Cyrus Field, the great creator of sub- 
marine cables and his brilliant nephew, the electric dynamo 
and railway pioneer, Stephen D. Field, both natives of 
Stockbridge. From North Adams also came Frank Julian 
Sprague, to whom more than any other man is due our pre- 
eminence in the art and industry of electric traction on 
railroads and of electric elevators in buildings. To the 
Wallace family of Ansonia, Connecticut, we are indebted 
for the development of our electrical wires and cables, and 
for the production of our first lighting dynamos and arc 
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lamps. From Boscawen in New Hampshire, came Moses 
Gerrish, farmer, inventor and founder of the modem fire 
alarm system and original discoverer of the modem self- 
exciting dynamo principle so fundamental in all our work. 
And while neither Edison or Bell was a native New Eng- 
lander, it was in Boston that Edison made and patented his 
first invention and in Boston that Bell gave to the world the 
telephone and the art of electrical speech transmission. At 
Lynn for a quarter of a century, also, Elihu Thomson has 
been producing with lavish genius one beautiful invention 
after another in electric light, power, heat and measure- 
ment. 

Only yesterday I received a letter from Randolph, Ver- 
mont, from Mr. A. B. Chandler, President of the Postal 
Telegraph system, informing me that he is a native of this 
state. This veteran has been the successful organizer of 
the only competing telegraph system that ever survived 
in the United States ; while he and Charles Tinker, another 
Vermonter, and one of the chiefs of the Western Union 
system, were President Lincoln's confidential telegraphers 
at the White House during the whole Civil War. There 
were four such men, and it is singular to say the least that 
two of them should have been Green Mountain Boys. 

This is surely a noble record of illustrious names and 
rich achievements well distributed among sister states; but 
my special duty and honor today is to add thereto with 
emphasis, in this region where he lived and dreamed and 
suffered and wrought, the name of Thomas Davenport 
of Brandon, Vermont, the first American patentee and 
builder of the electric motor; the first man in all time to 
apply electric power to the operation of railways; the 
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first man in the world to hitch together those two tremen- 
dous forces, electricity and the printing press. Seen from 
the industrial standpoint it is significant that his patent if 
in force to-day, would embrace every one of the millions 
of electric motors now in service in the United States, 
whose royalties would constitute an income equal to any- 
thing enjoyed by Rockefeller or Cam^e. That we have 
escaped such a gigantic monopoly is something on which 
we, and perhaps even the descendants of Davenport, are 
to be congratulated ; but it would have been a merciful dis- 
pensation if the bitter bread of struggle and disaster eaten 
all the years of his short life by this extraordinary genius, 
this prophetic village blacksmith, could have been sweetened 
with the merest modicum of the vast wealth that his glow- 
ing conceptions have helped to create for the benefit of us 
all. 

Thomas Davenport was bom at Williamstown, Orange 
County, Vermont, a descendant in direct line of the Daven- 
port family conspicuous in the early annals of the New 
Haven Colony. He was eighth in a family of eleven, and 
it may not be an impertinence to suggest that neither New 
England nor Vermont is likely to breed more like him until 
it restunes the good old habit of such large families, not 
merely to enjoy these fair hills and pastures but to go 
out and conquer the world at large. Thomas was only 
ten when his father died, only fourteen when he was ap- 
prenticed to the blacksmith trade. A farmer's son in those 
days had to depend for education on the little red school 
house. To-day, perhaps, a Vermont farm boy is lucky if 
he finds the little red school house in existence nearby. 
All the formal education that Davenport got was for six 
weeks a year, for a briefly indefinite number of years, in 



Digitized by 



Google 



AN APPRECIATION OP THOMAS DAVENPORT 97 

a common district school house in a remote mountain town. 
But he did get hold of some fragmentary portions of a 
scientific book, and as he blew the bellows, so with it he 
fed and fanned the fires of his intellect. Meantime he 
lived at Forestdale, then a center for a little iron industry, 
the blast furnace being located there doubtless because of 
the availability of charcoal. He was a slender, thoughtful 
lad, and never appears to have been in very robust health. 
The whole drift of his thought is indicated by the fact 
of having made the acquaintance of another clever young 
fellow named Orange A. Smalley, wagon builder and 
wheelwright, he formed the ambitious plan of going from 
place to place to deliver experimental scientific lectures. 
The question of apparatus came up, and very naturally 
with the discussion came the wonderful ''galvanic magnet" 
of Joseph Henry in operation at the Penfield Iron Works 
at Crown Point, only twenty miles away, for sifting mag- 
netic iron ore. This magnet it was rumored, would hold 
up a blacksmith's anvil, like Mahomet's Coffin between 
heaven and earth, and Davenport determined to see it and 
get one. During the intervening years the peripatetic lec- 
ture scheme seems to have been wholly abandoned, a rea- 
son being found in his settlement at Brandon in 1823 as an 
independent working blacksmith and his marriage in 1827 
to Emily Goss, of that town, a beautiful girl of seventeen, 
granddaughter of the famous American traveler and ex- 
plorer, Jonathan Carver. Under such stimulus he worked 
hard at his trade, prospered and built himself a brick house. 
He was altogether in a fair way to accumulate a com- 
fortable property, for he was intelligent, sober, upright, 
diligent; but electro-magnetism was his undoing. We 
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might almost call it "malicious electro-magnetism." Go- 
ing to the Penfield works in 1833 with $18 to buy iron for 
his business, he spent the money there instead in buying 
an electro-magnet and batteries. The iron was needed at 
the shop, but how much more he needed that magnet! 
We must even yet extend our retrospective sympathy to 
the Vermonters with wagons and buggies at his door then 
awaiting treatment. But shall we pity Davenport putting 
behind him material welfare for the sake of a wild fancy? 
As he handled the primitive little equipment "like a flash" 
he says "the thought occurred to me that here was an 
available power which was within the reach of man." Yes 
it was there, and his was the superb divination of genius 
to detect it. He was like another Saul hunting down his 
father's asses and finding a kingdom. Again, I ask, shall 
we pity him, or shall we not regard him as another of those 
who have c<xne out of great tribulation to attain lofty 
ideals ? — ^another of the Immortals selected in some mysteri- 
ous way to be the leaders of the race, the fire bringcrs? 

Certainly from the materialistic point of view, that mag- 
net was a curse, like those legendary possessions inflicting 
injury upon their fatuous owners. Never again was 
Davenport to know peace of mind. Never aga^ were hb 
family to enjoy a home of comfort. Indeed they were 
called upon to share his sacrifices. It was supposed, in 
those days that wire needed silk for insulation. His brave 
young wife took her silk wedding gown, cut it into narrow 
strips, and with them were wound the coils of the second 
motor which in October, 1835, he showed in successful 
operation upon the judges' bench in the courtroom at Troy, 
New York. Wifely devotion could hardly go much far- 
ther. We are told that when Palissy, the famous French 
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potter, was close upon the discovery of his beautiful enamel, 
he used up the furniture of his home and tore down the 
very woodwork lining the walls to feed the fires of his 
Idln. Madame Palissy protested and remonstrated, and 
it is not to be urged against her that she was unreasonable. 
But while our respectful sympathy goes forth to Madame 
Palissy our admiring love is won by Mrs. Davenport. Later 
on Davenport learned that silk was not so essential but that 
cotton wound wire would do. Thus the simple machinery 
used to cover the wire in our grandmothers' poke bonnets 
and crinolines was equally serviceable in the electrical arts. 
There has always been a close and curious relationship be- 
tween electricity and "the Sex/' and it is largely through 
such work as that of Davenport that womankind are being 
emacipated from all manner of domestic toil. All electrical 
apparatus is peculiarly susceptible to female manipulation, 
and it is not merely because it has to do with conversation 
that the telephone service is to-day almost entirely carried 
on by women. 

Of course the inventor had friends in all his struggles, 
though many of them, including his shrewd and kindly 
father-in-law, urged him to quit and settle down to the com- 
monplaces of life. Others like the talented Smalley worked 
with him awhile, and then drew oiF. One of his strongest 
supporters was Ransom Cook, a furniture manufacturer 
of Saratoga Springs, who gave Davenport for some years 
the aid of his purse, and the assistance of his unusual me- 
chanical ability. From Professor Turner, of Middlebury 
College; from President Eaton of the Rensselaer Polytech- 
nic Institute; from General Van Rensselaer, of Troy; 
from Professor Henry, of Princeton ; he received generous 
and substantial help, all of them appreciating that this shy 
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untutored genius had made one of the greatest advances 
in physics and mechanics. Everywhere he got good advice 
and compliments, but such work required more than any- 
thing else the backing of real money. Going sanguindy 
to Washington in 1835 to secure a patent on his first motor 
— ^he had already built about a dozen — ^he was obliged to 
return home penniless, his errand unaccomplished, like 
Mark Twain's politician who drove to the National Capi- 
tal in a four-in-hand to get his appointment and then after 
months of weary waiting slunk away on foot — ^without it 
Time and again we find Davenport playing the part of a 
showman, glad to pick up a few casual dollars in that way ; 
but at no time getting out of financial difficulties or plant- 
ing his feet firmly on the rock of commercial success. It 
must have been heartbreaking, and some of his letters show 
how the iron entered his soul. But his work never ceased, 
his interest never flagged, amid all vicissitudes. He re- 
mained an inventor to the end of his brief life in 1851, 
only 49 years of age, in the retirement of an invalid on a 
small farm at Salisbury, Vermont. The very year of his 
death he was engaged on some beautiful and successful ex- 
periments directed to producing and sustaining the vibra- 
tion of piano strings by electro-magnetism, being again a 
pioneer in the application of electricity to music. He was 
also engaged throughout his life in the invention and im- 
provement of primary batteries, devising various types of 
plates and solutions. 

And now for a brief glance at what Davenport ac- 
tually did, a review of the reasons that warrant the erec- 
tion of this memorial. There is always the danger of 
claiming too much for an inventor of the pioneer t)rpe; 
there is always the temptation to read into his record that 
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which belongs only to later years when an art has been per- 
fected by a multitude of nien and by the courageous ven- 
turing of capital on perilous enterprises. When Daven- 
port came on the scene, Faraday and Henry had already 
done their great work ; and the principles of both the elec- 
tric generator and the electric motor had been clearly per- 
ceived and enunciated. Yet there were no real motors be- 
fore Davenport's time, and had the dynamo then been 
known his work would have been carried to instant fruition. 
Davenport and others much later than he failed of the goal 
because they had no ready source of cheap current, and 
because the double function of the motor, its reversibility, 
so that if operated by exterior power it would generate 
current, was unknown. It is at least twenty times as cost- 
ly to use up zinc in a battery as to get the same equivalent 
electrical energy from coal driving a steam engine con- 
nected to a dynamo. In Davenport's day they had not 
learned to convert either the energy of steam or that of the 
waterfalls into electric current; and thus all the electrical 
arts lingered and languished, except teleg^phy. The rea- 
son is sin4>le. Beginning at the same time as Davenport, 
and deriving it would seem, both suggestion and inspira- 
tion from his apparatus, Morse was able to make practical 
the art of communicating intelligence because it took such 
a small amount of enei^ to transmit signals by dots and 
dashes, over a wire. But when Davenport told the great 
Joseph Henry that he proposed to build his motors up to 
one horse power, the cautious philosopher warned him to 
"go slow," and hinted that electricity could not compete 
with steam. In Europe, Jacobi like Davenport, as early 
as 1834, had obtained rotary motion from electro-magnets, 
and in 1838, at the expense of Emperor Nicholas he pro- 
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pelled a boat on the Neva with his motor energized from 
batteries. Here again the demonstration failed and ceased 
for lack of an economical source of current. There is close 
rivalry as to dates between the physician in Russia and 
the blacksmith in Vermont, but both at least encountered 
the same fatal obstacle, the lack of cheap current So far, 
moreover, electricity has made no triumphal entry into 
navigation, but at a time when his native State had not a 
single mile of steam railroad, Davenport built his little 
model of an electric road and asserted that that was the 
best way to do it. Had he been able to harness up any 
one of the adjacent water powers, he could have proved 
the truth of his assertion. That, howevef, was left for our 
day, when electricity has demonstrated its superiority, in 
every sense, for electric traction. 

In July, 1834, Davenport had built his first motor with 
two stationary electro-magnets and two revolving, the 
changes of polarity in the two sets causing attraction and 
repukion, with consequent rotation, thus, as he says, ''pro- 
ducing a constant revolution of the wheel.*' We have 
not advanced a bit since that hour nor can we, for as 
Davenport wrote at the time of securing his patent the 
principle of his invention "was the production of rotary 
motion by repeated changes of magnetic poles." If any- 
one can improve on the method or the description of it 
he is entitled to a high place in history. That patent, 
granted February 25, 1837, first of its kind in America, 
was broad as a Papal Bull, and embodied this claim : "The 
discovery here claimed and desired to be secured by letters 
patent consists in applying magnetic and electro-magnetic 
power, as a moving principle for machinery in the manner 
above described, or in any other substantially the same in 
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principle." Writing of Davenport's work fifty years later, 
in 1891, Franklin L. Pope, the leading electrical patent ex- 
pert and litterateur of his day said : "If this patent which 
expired in February, 1851, were in force to-day, it is not 
too much to say that upon a fair judicial construction of 
its claim, ever successful electric motor now running 
would be embraced within its scope." 

The crude motor of 1834 was soon followed up by 
an improved form in 1835 and by many others as the years 
went by. The motor of 1835 ^^ interesting as being the 
earliest known instance of the application of the modern 
commutator. An elastic contact-spring or brush pressed 
against metallic segments fixed upon a revolving shaft, so 
that the shifting polarity of the magnets was maintained as 
current was received from the battery. In 1836 and 1837 
motors and models were built illustrative of electric railway 
work, and the motor was shown to the public running on 
a miniature circular track 24 inches in diameter. The bat- 
tery was not carried by the car but was placed on a tray 
at the center of the circle and contact was made through 
mercury cups. This device embodied therefore, remotely 
but inevitably, the idea of a central station source of supply. 
Later inventors still carried their batteries on the car, just 
as a storage battery car does to-day. Moreover the motor 
field magnets and those of the armature were connected in 
parallel, so that at that early date we have a shunt wound 
motor, each core being wound twice with 24 convolutions 
of No. 16 wire connected in parallel. Another striking 
fact was that as the model itself showed, the circular track 
was used as the return circuit, just as every trolley car 
uses it to-day. In 1836 his motor model filed at the Pa- 
tent Office in Washington was destroyed by fire as well as 



Digitized by 



Google 



•Sjt ••'•'••• TMBViitMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

« 

7,000 other modds; just as another Davenport motor at 
the Rensselaer Institute, Troy, was destroyed in 1862 by 
fire. This kind of fatality pursued much of his work. In 
1893, the present speaker exhibited at the Chicago Colum- 
bian Exposition one of these Davenport railways where 
it received an award. Its exhibit was requested for the 
American section of the Paris Exhibition of 1900, and it 
was shipped early in that year with the Government ex- 
hibits on the steamer "Piuillac." Violent storms swept 
the Atlantic, and the steamer has never been seen since. 
In like manner disappeared the first d3mamo ever placed 
on a ship. Mr. Edison equipped the Arctic exploring ship 
"Jeannette" with a little dynamo arranged so that if neces- 
sary it could be driven by manual power "to help keep the 
men warm." The illfated "Jeannette" like the "Pauillac'' 
now lies in ocean depths awaiting some cataclysm thou- 
sands of years hence, when men may see again these relics 
of their remote ancestors, preserved in the museum of 
Eternity. 

Nothing daunted by fire, Davenport made a third trip 
to Washington in 1837 and secured his memorable patent, 
first of a long line in which the inventive genius of our 
people has shone forth so strikingly. During the same 
year, Davenport and his friend Cook established themselves 
in New York with a laboratory and shqp, and gave ex- 
hibitions of their apparatus to crowds of visitors, includ- 
ing Morse, already busy on his telegraph, and Page, who 
14 years later operated a battery driven locomotive of 12 
horse power on the Washington and Baltimore Railroad. 
In March, 1837, the partners, to raise funds for their work, 
organized the Electro-Magnetic Association with its stock 
divided into shares. So far as can be ascertained this was 
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the first electric stock company in America, first of sev- 
eral thousands now representing a total capitalization of 
ten billions of dollars in bonds and stock and earning gross 
over $1,200,000,000 annually. The manager of the finan- 
cial transactions of the partners was not, however, par- 
ticularly honest, and it required a chancery suit to secure 
an accounting, as he turned in only $1,700 out of $12,000 
received. This disgusted Cook and led to his withdrawal 
from the enterprise. As a piece of misfortime the inci- 
dent was matched later about 1840 when a gentleman in 
Ohio proposed to join Davenport and gave him $3,000 in 
Ohio bank notes for an interest. Davenport had spent just 
$10 when he learned that the bank had broken, and that 
the money was worth nothing. 

Davenport was not only the first man to drive a printing 
press by electric motor but he was the editor and pub- 
lisher of the first electrical journal in the world. In 
1839 he gives details with regard to the operation of a 
rotary printing press with a motor weighing less than 100 
pounds. In January, 1840, he began in New York City 
the publication of a journal which he called The Electro- 
Magnet and Mechanical Intelligencer, which was not only 
devoted to electricity but was printed by electrical energy. 
There is evidence that a second ntmiber was issued, but 
it is doubtful if the periodical ran to a third number for 
on January 28 he wrote to his brother in Brandon about 
the difficulties inflicted on him by impecuniosity. He had 
done all the editorial work himself, and found that it would 
cost $10 per week to secure editorial articles. There was 
no advertising, "and I have no way to get a few dollars 
except by the prospect of getting subscribers." The paper 
seems to have gone prematurely to its death, but only a 
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few months later, on July 4th, Davenport came out witb 
another journal which he called The Magnet This had 
a real live editor, salary unknown, but it does not a4>pear to 
have had any longer life than its predecessor. Both were 
tiny little quarto sheets, but they were the first of their 
kind in America, probably first in the world, and made 
Davenport the father of electrical journalism. Copies of 
both journals are preserved in the offices of the National 
Electric Light Association. As an dectrical editor of 
thirty years' standing, the speaker is proud to greet the 
village blacksmith as a fellow craftsman and proud again 
to assist in this tribute to the first of his profession in 
America. It is interesting to note that Davenport also 
employed various motors to drive his printing press of die 
solenoid type, or '"a^dal magnet" in which redprocatii^ 
motion was obtained by the attraction and repulsion of a 
core within a hollow electro-magnet. While die principle 
was not altogether new with Davenport, hb caveat filed in 
1838 with the United SUtes Patent Office is bdieved to 
be the earliest pr(^)osal to employ the principle for indus- 
trial purposes. 

These 4re the bare outlines of a fascinating' record, 
on whid) one would love to linger. It must be added, 
however, as an item of interest that it was proposed to 
develop Davenport's invention in England and that he ac- 
tually took out an English patent. This may or may not 
have been the first American invention or *' Yankee notion'* 
patented abroad; but it was beyond any donbl the first 
electrical one, again first of a long series. It b really ex- 
traordinary bow many things Davenport was the first 
American to do. They may not have been done on the 
grand scale, but it b not magnitude that counts. What 
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does count, however crude, is the conception, the idea, the 
execution of the idea in practice. In all this we shall find 
Davenport's record astounding and unimpeachable. 

These then are in brief the reasons why we electricians 
honor Davenport and revere his memory. These are the 
reasons why his native state and his country should be 
proud of him. These are the reasons why struggling 
against adversity, dying in poverty, and long obscured by 
forgetfulness, this modest, simple son of Vermont stands 
forth as conspicuous as one of her granite mountains 
among the immortals who for the benefit of their fellow- 
men have tamed and utilized the lightnings of the Al- 
mighty. 
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HENRY P. FIELD. TREASURER. IN ACCOUNT WITH VER- 
MONT HISTORICAL. SOCIETY. 
1910, Dr. Cr, 

Oct 18 To Balance from last report $472.61 

To Membership dues collected for 1903 2.00 
To Membership dues collected for 1906 4.00 
To membership dues collected for 1907 4.00 
To Membership dues collected for 1909 30.00 
To Membership dues in adyance for 

1910 8.00 

To Annual dues additional for 1909.. 71.00 
To Annual dues collected for 1910 to 

date 41.00 

To Arrears of annual dues for pre- 
vious years 44.00 

To Interest from Montpelier Savings 

Bank ft Trust Co 13.57 

Oct. 27, 1909 By paid Edw'd D. Field, Secy.. 

bUI postage I 7.26 

Dec. 10 By paid Argus ft Patriot Co., bill 

notices for annual meeting 4.25 

Dec 23 By paid E. M. Ooddard, Librarian, 3 

months' salary 25.00 

April 1, 1910 By paid D. W. Bdson, bill let- 
ter heads ftc., for Secretary 2.75 

April 6 By paid B. M. Ooddard, Librarian, 3 

months' salary 25.00 

July 20 By paid B. M. Ooddard, Librarian, 3 

months' salary 25.00 

Oct. 12 By paid B. M. Ooddard, librarian, 3 

months' salary 25.00 

Oct 18 By Balance in Treasurer's hands... 575.92 

1690.18 1690.18 
The Treasurer also reports as follows as to the Admiral 
Dewey Monument Fund in the custody of the Society: 
Oct 18, 1910 Balance on hand as last reported. $2,828.74 
Interest rec. from Montpelier 

Sayings Bank ft Trust Co.. 107.05 
Present balance in Treasurer's 

hands 2,935.79 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF THE VERMONT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OCT. i, 1910. 

October i, igio. 
To the President and Members of the Vermont Historical 

Society: 

I have the honor to submit to you my report as Li- 
brarian and Cabinet Keeper of the Vermont Historical So- 
ciety for the year ending October ist, 19 10. 

The additions made to the library consist of one hun- 
dred and sixty-nine volumes and forty-seven pamphlets, 
a total of two hundred and sixteen. 

During the year the sum of $402.49 has been expended 
for the purchase of books and orders for that amount 
have been paid by the Auditor of Accounts under author- 
ity of No. 9 of the Acts of 1908. 

The additions to the library by purchase have been 
entirely of books relating to New England history and 
genealogy and many important items have been placed on 
the shelves. Orders for other books have been given 
and during the next year it is hoped that our collection of 
New England town histories will be largely increased. 

The appropriation made in 1908 by the General As- 
sembly has made it possible for the librarian to secure 
some of the many books that are needed to make the li- 
brary useful to those who care to consult it. 

The appropriation made for cataloguing in 1906 has 
been used with the exception of $23.62 and the main col- 
lection of the Society is now fully catalogued. There is 
however a large mass of material that ought at least to 
be listed in a rough form. This matter is now all sorted 
and ready for final disposition but no further work can 
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be done on it until more room is provided for its proper 
shelving and care. 

The librarian during the year has at his own expense 
reprinted the first pamphlet issued by the Society. This 
pamphlet contains the proceedings of the first meeting of 
the Society in Ctetober, 1840, and the address by Prof. 
James Davie Butler on "Deficiencies in Our History" and 
"The Song of the Vermonters." The pamphlet was first 
issued in 1846. The reprint is the first of a series which 
it is proposed to issue if sufficient encouragement is given 
to the project. The edition was limited to 300 copies. The 
book-plate f6r the Society has been secured. It is a good 
representation of the Daye Press. The design is pleasing 
and well executed. 

I must again call your attention to the absolute neces- 
sity of additional room and facilities for the work of the 
Society. If all of the members of the Society would take 
an active part in the work of collecting and looking out 
for material bearing on the history of the State I am sure 
it would be the means of bringing to our collection much 
matter that would be useful to the student of Vermont 
history. We need active and energetic members and in 
no way can the library and its collections be built up to a 
high standard so easily as through a live and active mem- 
bership. 
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Constitution 



As revised by Special Committee, submitted to the 
members, and adopted October i8, 1904. 

ARTICLE I. 

This association shall be called "The Vermont His- 
torical Society," and shall consist of Active, Correspond- 
ing, and Honorary Members. 

ARTICLE II. 

The object of the Society shall be to discover, collect, 
and preserve whatever relates to the material, agricultural, 
industrial, civil, political, literary, ecclesiastical and military 
history of the State of Vermont. 

ARTICLE III. 

The officers of the Society, who shall constitute its 
Board of Managers, to be elected annually and by ballot, 
shall be a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Recording 
Secretary, two Corresponding Secretaries of foreign and 
domestic correspondence, a Librarian and a Cabinet- 
Keeper, a Treasurer, and a Curator from each county in 
this State. 

ARTICLE IV. 

There shall be one annual, and occasional meetings of 
the Society. The annual meeting for the election of of- 
ficers shall be at Montpelier on Tuesday preceding the third 
Wednesday of October; the special meetings shall be at 
such time and place as the Board of Managers shall de^ 
termine. 
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ARTICLE V. 
All members, (Honorary and Corresponding members 
excepted), shall pay, on admission, the sum of two dollars, 
and an additional sum of one dollar annually. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Members shall be elected upon the recommendation of 
any member of the Society. 

ARTICLE VII. 

This Constitution and the By-Laws may be altered 
or amended at the annual meeting by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present, provided notice of the proposed 
change shall have been given at the next preceding an- 
nual meeting. 
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By-Laws 

CHAPTER I. 

RELATING TO MEMBERS. 

1. Members only shall be entitled to vote or to be 
eligible to any office. 

2. No member who shall be in arrears for two years, 
shall be entitled to vote, or be eligible to any office, and any 
failure to pay annual dues for two consecutive years, after 
due notice from the Treasurer, shall be considered a for- 
feiture of membership ; and no person thus expunged from 
the roll of the Society can be eligible to re-admission with- 
out the payment of his arrears. 

3. No person shall be elected an Active Member un- 
til he shall have previously signified his desire to become 
such in writing. 

4. The yearly assessment is payable at the time of 
the annual meeting in October. 

CHAPTER II. 

01^ OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 

1. The President, or in his absence the highest of- 
ficer present, shall preside at all meetings of the Society, 
and regulate the order thereof, and be ex-officio chairman 
of the Board of Managers, and when required give the cast- 
ing vote. 

2. The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes 
of all meetings of the Society in a suitable bode, and at 
the opening of each one shall read those of the preceding 
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one. He shall have the custody of the Constitution, By- 
Laws, Records and all papers of the Society, and shall give 
notice of the time and place of all meetings of the Society 
and shall notify all officers and members of their election 
and communicate all special votes of the Society to parties 
interested therein. In the absence of the Recording Sec- 
retary his duty shall be performed by one of the Corre- 
sponding Secretaries. 

3. The Corresponding Secretaries shall conduct all 
the correspondence of the Society committed to their charge. 
They shall preserve on file the original of all communica- 
tions addressed to the Society and keep a fair copy of all 
their letters in books furnished for that purpose. They 
shall read, at each meeting, the correspondence or such ab- 
stracts from it as the President may direct. 

4. The Treasurer shall collect, receive and disburse 
all moneys due and payable, and all donations and bequests 
of money or other property to the Society. He shall pay, 
under proper vouchers, all the ordinary expenses of the So- 
ciety, and shall deposit all its funds in one of the Vermont 
banks, to the credit of the Society, subject to his checks as 
Treasurer ; and at the annual meeting shall make a true re- 
port of all the moneys received and paid out by him, to 
be audited by the Committee on Finance provided for here- 
after. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Librarian and Cabinet- 
Keeper, to preserve, arrange, and keep in good order, all 
books, manuscripts, documents, pamphlets, articles, and pa- 
pers of every kind, belonging to the Society. He shall keep 
a catalogue of the same, and take especial care that no 
book, manuscript, document, paper, or any property of the 
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Society, confided to his keeping, be removed from the 
room. He shall also be furnished with a book, in which to 
record all donations and bequests of whatsoever kind, re- 
lating to his department, with the name of the donor, and 
the time when bestowed. 

6. The Curators, with the President, Vice-Presidents, 
Corresponding and Recording Secretaries, Librarian, and 
Treasurer, shall constitute a Board of Managers, whose 
duty it shall be to superintend the general concerns of the 
Society. The President shall, from this Board, appoint the 
following Standing Committees, viz.: On the Library 
and Cabinet, on Printing and Publishing, and on Finance. 

7. The Committee on the Library and Cabinet shall 
have the supervisory care of all printed publications, manu- 
scripts and curiosities. They shall, with the Librarian, pro- 
vide suitable shelves, cases and fixtures, in which to arrange 
and display them. The printed volumes and manuscripts 
shall be regularly numbered and marked with the name of 
"The Vermont Historical Society." They shall propose at 
the regular meeting, such books or manuscripts, pertaining 
to the objects of the Society, as they shall deem expedient, 
which, when approved, shall be by them purchased and dis- 
posed of as above directed. They shall be required to visit 
the library at least once a year, officially, and shall provide 
a book or books, in which the Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper 
shall keep a record of their proceedings — and be entrusted 
in general, with the custody, care and increase of whatever 
comes within the province of their appointed duty. 

8. The Committee on Printing and Publishing shall 
prepare for publication whatever documents or collections 
shall be ordered by the Society ; shall contract for and su- 
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pervise the printing of the same, and shall furnish the Re- 
cording Secretary and Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper, with 
such blank notices, summonses, labels, etc., as may be 
deemed requisite. 

9. The Committee on Finance shall consist of at 
least one member of each of the former committees, and 
shall have the general oversight and direction of the funds 
of the Society. They shall examine the books of the Treas- 
urer, vouch all accounts of money expended, and audit his 
annual report. 

CHAPTER III. 

OF THE CABINET, LIBRARY, ETC. 

1. All donations to the Cabinet or Library, when prac- 
ticable, shall have the donor's name, legibly written or 
printed, affixed thereto. 

2. All donations shall be promptly acknowledged by 
the Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper on behalf of the Society, 
and shall be specified by that officer in his report to the So- 
ciety to be made at the annual meeting. 

3. The Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper shall make a 
written report of the condition of the Library and Cabinet 
at the annual meeting. 

4. All reports of Committees must be in writing, and 
addressed to the President, and shall be recorded by the 
Recording Secretary, unless otherwise ordered by a vote 
of the Society. 

5. It shall be deemed the duty of all members, if con- 
venient, to contribute to the Library and Cabinet such pa- 
pers, pamphlets and books (rare or out of print), as possess 
historical interest. 
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6. There shall be a public meeting of the Society in 
the year in which the Legislature sits. Such meeting shall 
be under the charge and supervision of the President, who 
shall make, on such occasion, the President's address and 
shall also invite (with such counsel as he may require from 
the Board of Managers) to address the Society at such 
meeting, one or more speakers, on subjects relating to the 
history of this State. 

7. Notices of the deaths of such members of this His- 
torical Society, and eminent Vermonters, as may decease 
during the year preceding the annual meeting of the Society, 
shall be prepared under the direction of the Board of Man- 
agers and be read at the annual meeting, and be deposited 
in the archives of the Society for future use and reference. 
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Frederick Billings Woodstock, Vt 

Arthur Brown Bisbee, Montpeller, Vt 

Harry Alonso Black Newport, Vt 

Fred Blanchard Montpeller, Vt 

George Lawrence Blanchard Montpeller, Vt. 

Herbert H. Blanchard Springfield, Vt 

Pearl Freeman Blodgett Montpeller, Vt 

•Deceased. 
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James M. BootweD Mon^ielier. Vt 

Charles H. Bradley P. O. Box 148e, Boatim, ICaaa. 

Bnm Bnloerd lOddletrary, Vt 

John BUas Bralnerd 419 Bojlston St, BosUm, ICaaa. 

Herbert J. Brean Montp^er. Vt 

GeorvB Brigga lio&tpeller, Vt 

WUllam A, Brigga Montpelier, Vt 

Jamea W. Brock Montpelier, Vt 

Timothy O. Brooaon Hardwlck, Vt 

Frank HUliard Brooks St Johnalraiy, Vt 

John VaU Brooka Hontp^ier, Vt 

George B. Brown Bnrllngton, Vt 

George Washington Brown 205 Lincoln St, Boston, Mass. 

Henry T. Brown Ludlow, Vt 

Prank M. Bryan Mon^lier, Vt 

Dan Doming Bnrdltt Ptttaford, Vt 

Pred Mason Butler Rutland. Vt 

Franklin George Butterfield Derby, Vt 

Timothy Edward Byrnes South Station, Boston, Mass. 

Timothy Edward Callahan Montpeller, Vt 

Edward Raymond Campbell Bellows Falls, Vt 

Henry Otis Carpenter Rutland, Vt 

Charles A. Catlln 133 Hope St, ProTidence, R I. 

Robert Mayo Catlin Franklin Furnace, N. J. 

Charles Solomon Caverly Rutland, Vt 

Newman Keyes Chaffee Rutland, Vt 

Edson Joseph Chamberlin.... Grand Trunk Ry., Montreal, Can. 

Albert B. Chandler Randolph, Vt 

Th<»nas Charles Cheney MorrisYille, Vt 

Byron Nathaniel Clark Burlington, Vt 

Edward R. Clark CasUeton. Vt 

Henry L. Clark Castleton, Vt 

Henry O. Clark Orange, N. J. 

Isaiah R. Clark 54 Devonshire St, Boston, Mass. 

Osmon Dewey dark Montpeller, Vt 

Perclval W. aement Rutland, Vt 
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Robert M. Colburn Springfield, Vt 

James C. Colgate Bennington, Vt 

Edward D. Collins Middlebury, Vt 

Edwin A. Colton Montpelier, Vt. 

Willard C. Colton Montpelier, Vt 

John M. Gomstock Chelsea, Vt 

Carlos Everett Conant Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Kate Morris Cone Hartford, Vt 

Edward Cowles Plymouth, Mass. 

Elmer E. Cowles Weybridge, Vt 

Walter H. Crockett Montpelier, Vt 

Charles Herbert Cross 268 Summer St, Boston, Mass. 

George Henry Cross St Johnsbury, Vt. 

Liewis Bartlett Cross Montpelier, Vt 

Henry T. Cushman North Bennington, Vt 

Robert Cushman 95 Milk St, Boston, Mass. 

Harry M. Cutler Montpelier, Vt 

Porter H. Dale Brighton, Vt 

Charles Kimball Darling 879 Beacon St, Boston, Mass. 

Hale Knight Darling Chelsea^ Vt 

George Davenport E. Randolph, Vt 

Edward Aaron Davis Bethel, Vt 

Gilbert A. Davis Windsor, Vt 

Ozora Steams Davis 20 No. Ashland Boulevard, Chicago, 111. 

William Anthony Davison Burlington, Vt 

Frank R. Dawley Montpelier, Vt 

Henry C. Day Bennington, Vt 

Edward Harrington Deavitt Montpelier, Vt 

Thomas Jefferson Deavitt Montpelier, Vt 

Joseph Arend De Boer Montpelier, Vt 

Franklin H. Dewart Burlington, Vt. 

Davis Rich Dewey, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

Boston, Mass. 

Thomas Dewey Montpelier, Vt 

Paul Dillingham Montpelier, Vt 

William Paul Dillingham Waterbury, Vt 
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George H. Dimond 66 Globe Bldg., Boston, ICasa. 

ChArles Downer Sharon, Vt 

Alexander Donnett St Jobnalranr, Vt. 

Walter A. Dntton Hardwlck, Vt 

Frank C. Dyer Salisbury, Vt 

WUliam Arba Ellis Northlleld, Vt 

Samuel Franklin Emerson Burlington, Vt 

James Borden Estee Montpelier, Vt 

Jacob Gray Estey Brattleboro, Vt 

Edward T. Fairbanks St Johnsbury, Vt 

Henry Fairbanks St Johnsbury, Vt 

Horace M. Famham Montpelier, Vt 

Arthur Daggett Farwell Montpelier, Vt 

Henry L. Farwell Montpelier, Vt 

Edward Davenport Field Montpelier, Vt 

Fred Griswold Field Springfield, Vt 

Fred Tarbell Field Room 226 State House, Boston, Mass. 

Henry Francis Field Rutland, Vt 

Benjamin Franklin Flfleld Montpelier, Vt 

Frank Leslie Fish Vergennes, Vt 

Nelson Wilber Fisk Isle La Motte» Vt 

Clarke C. Fitts Brattleboro, Vt 

Flrederick O. Fleetwood MorrisTille, Vt 

Allen M. Fletcher CaTondish, Vt 

Ernest Ryland Fletcher Hardwick, Vt 

Abram William Foote Middlebury, Vt 

Charles Spooner Forbes St Albans, Vt 

Eugene N. Foss 84 Oliver St, Boston, Mass. 

Herbert Sidney Foster North Calais, Vt 

Charles L. French Hardwick, Vt 

Timothy Prescott Frost 1632 Hinman Ave., Bvanston, 111. 

Daniel O. Furman Swanton, Vt 

Seth Newton Gage Weathersfleld. Vt 

Benjamin Gates MontpeUer, Vt 

Walter Benton Gatea Burlington, Vt 

William W. Gay 206 West 106th St, New York City 
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Mary B. Giddlngs Hubbardton, Vt 

James Meacham Gilford 319 West 102d St., New York City 

Charles Sumner Oleed 104 Greenwood Ave., Topeka, Kans. 

Edward M. Goddard Montpelier, Vt 

Jonas Ell Goodenough .Monl3;>eUer, Vt 

John Ellsworth Goodrich Burlington, Vt. 

John Warren Gordon Barre, Vt 

George H. Gorham Bellows Falls, Vt. 

Frank Keeler Goes Montpeller, Vt. 

Horace French Graham Craftslranr, Vt. 

Frank Lester Greene St. Albans, Vt 

Matthew Hale 60 State St, Boston, Mass. 

Alfred Stevens Hall Winchester, Mass. 

Charles HUand Hall Springfield, MaM. 

Dewey T. Hanley Montpeller, Vt 

Marshall Jay Hapgood Peru, Vt 

Brwln M. HaFvey Montpeller, Vt. 

George Harvey Deal, N. J. 

John Nelson Harvey Montpeller, Vt 

Seneca Haselton Burlington, Vt 

Klttredge Haskins Brattleboro, Vt 

Frank W. Hastings Glover, Vt 

William Moore Hatch Strafford, Vt 

Rush C. Hawkins 21 West 20th St, New York City 

Donly C. Hawley Burlington, Vt 

Lyman S. Hayes Bellows FaUs, Vt. 

Benjamin Miner Hayward Montpeller, Vt. 

Tracy Elliott Hazen Columbia University, New York City 

William Skinner Hazen Beverly, Mass. 

Charles H. Heaton Montpeller, Vt. 

Alonso Barton Hepburn. ..Chase National Bank, New York City 

Edwin Hall Higley Groton, Mass. 

James S. Hill Rockingham, Vt 

G. A. Hinas BratUeboro, Vt 

T. D. Hobart Pampa, Texas 

George Maynard Hogan St Albans, Vt. 
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Arthur J. Holden Bennlnston, Vt 

Henry Holt Hontpelier» Vt 

Henry Dwight Holton Brattleboro, Vt 

Horace S. Homer Springfield, Haas. 

Judaon N. Hooker Caatleton, Vt 

Herman Deming Hopkins Montpelier, Vt 

Charles Willard Howard Shoreham, Vt 

Frank E. Howe Bennington, Vt 

Willard Bean Howe Burlington, Vt 

Phil Sheridan Howes Montpelier, Vt 

Frank George Howland Barre, Vt 

Fred A. Howland Montpelier, Vt 

Archer Butler Hulbert Boston, Mass. 

Byron Satterlee Hulbert Cambridge, Mass. 

W. D. Hulett Rutland, Vt 

William Walter Husband, 104 House Office BIdg., 

Washington, D. C. 

Edward Swift Isham Ormsby Hill, Manchester, Vt 

C. A. G. Jackson Montpelier, Vt 

S. Hollister Jackson Barre, Vt 

William H. Jeffrey Burke, Vt 

Frederick B. Jennings 15 Broad St, New York City 

Isaac Jennings Bennington, Vt 

Percy HaU Jennings No. Bennington, Vt 

Philip B. Jennings 192 Broadway, New York City 

William Bigelow Jennings, 925 West ESnd Ay^iue, 

New York City 

Hugh J. M. Jones Montpelier, Vt 

Matt Bushnell Jones Ill Parker St, Newton Center, Mass. 

Walter Edwin Jones Waitsfield, Vt 

Ernest Parlin Jose Johnson, Vt 

Otis N. Kelton St Albans, Vt 

Harlan Wesley Kemp ....Montpelier, Vt 

Casper Ryland Kent Burlington, Vt 

Dorman Bridgman Eaton Kent Montpelier, Vt 

Ira Rich Kent Youth's Companion Bldg, Boston, Mass. 
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Wade Keyes 1040 H Tremont Bldg., Boston, Mass. 

Fred T. Kidder Woodstock, Vt 

Darwin Pearl Kingsley 346 Broadway, New York City 

Harvey R. Kingsley Rutland, Vt 

Barle S. Kinsley Rutland, Vt. 

Fred Leslie Laird Monl^ier, Vt 

any Caleb Lamson 60 Arlington St, Hyde Park, Mass. 

Frank Elmer Langley Barre, Vt. 

Charles Ford Langworthy 1604 17th St, Washington, D. C. 

George Benedict Lawson Saxtons River, Vt 

Shailer E. Lawton Brattleboro, Vt 

Philip R. Leavenworth Castletoa, Vt 

George Famham Leland Springfield, Vt 

Harthan Freeman Leslie Montpelier, Vt 

George Emery Littlefleld 37 Comhill, Boston, Mass. 

Abraham Long Montpelier, Vt 

Frederick Davis Long Montpelier, Vt 

Nelson Henry Loomis 3608 Jackson St, Omaha, Neb. 

Charles Sumner Lord Winooeki, Vt 

Willis Eugene Lougee 17 West 84th St, New York City 

Zophar M. Mansur Newport, Vt 

Edward Sprague Marsh Brandon, Vt 

James L. Martin Brattleboro, Vt 

Orlando L Martin Plainfield, Vt 

Charles Duane Mather Montpelier, Vt 

Charles Frederick Mathewson 56 Wall St, New York City 

0. D. Matthewson Barre, Vt 

John E. McClellan Plymouth, Vt 

Hall Park McCullough No. Bennington, Vt 

John G. McCullough No. Bennington, Vt 

Raymond McFarland Middlebury, Vt 

Archibald H. McMurphy Randolph Center, Vt 

John Abner Mead Rutland, Vt 

William Rutherford Mead 10 West 43d St, New York City 

Bert Emery Merriam RocUn^am, Vt 

Charles Henry Merrill St Johnsbury, Vt 
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Olin Merrill Bnoeburgh, Vt 

John H. Mimms Burlington, Vt 

Harlan Sherman Miner Gloucester, N. J. 

Theodore H. Monroe Streator, 111. 

David Thompson Montague. .217 Huntington Ave., Boston, Mass. 

Charles H. Morrill Randolph, Vt 

John G. Morrison 81 Main St, Cambridge, Mass. 

Anson Daniel Morse Amherst, Mass. 

Clarence B. Moulton Montpeller^ Vt. 

Sherman R. Moulton Burlington, Vt 

lioyeland Munson Manchester, Vt. 

Robert Noble Burlington, Vt 

Clajrton Nelson North Shoreham, Vt 

Andrew B. Oatman Bennington, Vt 

Arthur G. Osgood ..Randolph, Vt 

Carroll S. Page Hyde Park, Vt. 

Charles Parker Montpeller, Vt 

Harry Blwood Parker Bradford, Vt 

Amos B. Parlln Barton Landing, Vt 

Frank T. Parsons Montpeller, Vt 

Frank C. Partridge Proctor, Vt 

James Hamilton Peabody Canon City, Colo. 

Frederick Salmon Pease Burlington, Vt 

Mary Bverett Pease Burlington, Vt 

*Ca88lus Peck Burlington, Vt 

Hamilton Sullivan Peck Burlington, Vt 

Theodore Salford Peck Burllngt<«, Vt 

Charles Huntington Pennoyer Springfield, Vt 

George Henry Perkins BurUngt(M&, Vt 

Marsh OUn Perkins Windsor, Vt 

Walter B. Perkins Pomftet, Vt 

Richard Franklin Pettigrew Sioux Falls, S. D. 

Bbenezer Sanborn Phillips Bridgeport Conn. 

Philip T. H. Pierson .Bennington, Vt 

Mary M. Piatt Shoreham, Vt 

^Deceased. 
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Charles Albert Plumley Northfleld, Vt. 

Frank Flumley Northfleld, Vt. 

Don C. Pollard Proctorsville, Vt 

Max Leon Powell Burlington, Vt. 

Thomas Reed Powell Burlington, Vt. 

Qeorge McC^ellan Powers MorrisviUe, Vt 

Mortimer Robinson Proctor Proctor, Vt 

Redfleld Proctor Proctor, Vt 

Thomas Redfleld Proctor Utica, N. Y. 

Charles A. Prouty Newport, Vt 

George H. Prouty Newport, Vt 

George Kimball Putnam Montpelier, Vt 

Ralph Wright Putnam Putnamville, Vt. 

Stephen Rand Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 

Frederick Barnard Richards Glens Falls, N. T. 

Rollln Lemuel Richmond Rutland, Vt. 

Robert Roberts Burlington, Vt 

Albert Alonzo Robinson 900 Tyler St, Topeka, Kans. 

Arthur L. Robinson Maiden, Mass. 

Edward Mortimer Roscoe Springfleld, Vt 

Henry Herbert Ross Burlington, Vt 

John W. Rowell Randolph, Vt 

Harold G. Rugg Proctorsvllle, Vt 

WlUlam W. Russell White River Junction, Vt 

Herbert D. Ryder Bellows Falls, Vt 

John G. Sargent Ludlow, Vt 

Albert R. Sayage Auburn, Me. 

Olin Scott Bennington, Vt 

Henry Blgelow ffliaw Burlington, Vt 

WiUlam A. Shaw Northfleld, Vt 

Nelson Lewis Sheldon 108-11 Niles Bldg., Boston, Mass. 

Andrew J. Sibley Montpelier, Vt 

Elmer E. Silver 79 Milk St, Boston, Ifoss. 

Leighton P. Slack St Johnsbnry, Vt 

Charles H. Slocum MorrisviUe, Vt 

Charles Plimpton Smith Burlington, Vt 
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L. Smith Barttnetoii, Vt 

Edward Gutls Smith St Albans. Vt 

Frank N. Smith Watertmnr, Vt 

John U Sonthwlck Bnrllnston, Vt 

Martha E. SpalTord Rutland, Vt 

George Bnrley Spalding Stmdngton, Ckmn. 

Leverett Wilson Spring Willlamstown, Mass. 

Wendell PhllUpa Stafford Waahington, D. G. 

Zed a StantOQ RoxlNiry. Vt 

WUUam Stanford Sterena "Ingleside." St Albans, Vt 

W. D. Stewart BakerafMd, Vt 

John Conant Stewart York Village, Ma 

WUliam B. C. Stickney RuUand, Vt 

Wflliam Wallace Stickney Ludlow, Vt 

*Henry Leonard Stillson Bennington, Vt 

Arthur F. Stone St Johnsbury, Vt 

Mason Sereno Stone Montpeller, Vt 

George L. Story WatenriUe, Vt 

George Oren Stratton Montpeller, Vt 

Benjamin Swift Woodstock, Vt 

Lucius Dennison T&ft Montpeller, Vt 

Charles P. Tarbell So. Royaltm, Vt 

James P. Taylor Saxtons Riyer, Vt 

W. H. Taylor Hardwick. Vt 

William Napoleon Theriault Montpeller, Vt 

Isaac Thomas Rutiand, Vt 

John M. Thomas Mlddlebury, Vt 

Charles Miner Thompson 161 Brattle St., Cambridge. Mass. 

Henry Grain Tinkham Burlington, Vt 

William Mason Towle Potsdam, N. Y. 

Harriet Belle Towne Burlington, Vt 

Mary Louise Tracy Johnson, Vt 

Albert Tuttle FBdr Hayen, Vt 

Egbert Clayton Tuttle Rutland, Vt 

Theodore Newton Vail Lyndonyille, Vt 



^Deceased. 
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WilHam Van Patten Burlington, Vt. 

JoBiah William Votey Burlington, Vt 

Horatio Loomla Wait 110 La Salle St, Chicago, 111. 

Frank Ardain Walker Ludlow, Vt 

Roberts Walker 115 Broadway, New York City 

William Franklin Walker Fair Haven, Vt 

Harris Ralph Watklns Burlington, Vt 

Alfred Bdwln Watson Hartford, Vt 

Charles Douglas Watson St Albans, Vt 

Charles A, Webb Montpelier, Vt 

William Seward Webb Shelbume, Vt. 

Edward Dwight Welling No. Bennington, Vt. 

Charles Henry Wells 960 Broad St., Newark, N. J. 

Flrank Richardson Wells Burlington, Vt 

Frederic Palmer Wells Newbury, Vt 

Edward C. Wheeler 5 Melville Ave., Dorchester, Mass. 

James R. Wheeler 433 West 117th St, New York City 

John Brooks Wheeler Burlington, Vt 

Charles Warren Whitcomb Cavendish, Vt 

Harrie C. White No. Bennington, Vt 

Albert M. Whitelaw Ryegate, Vt 

Oscar Livingston Whitelaw 409 No. 2nd St., St Louis, Mo. 

R<A>ert Henry Whitelaw 409 No. 2nd St, St Louis, Mo. 

E. Lee Whitney Montpelier, Vt 

James Benjamin Wilbur Manchester, Vt 

La Fayette WUbur Jericho, Vt 

Frank J. Wilder ComhiU, Boston, Mass. 

Daniel WlUard B. ft O. R. R. Oiflces, Baltimore, Md. 

Frank Clifton Williams Newport Vt 

Frank Higginson Williams, Jr Woodstock, Vt 

George Washington Wing Montpelier, Vt 

Oustavus L. Winship Fsdrlee, Vt 

Urban A. Woodbury Burlington, Vt. 

George M. Wright 280 Broadway, New York City 

James Edward Wright Montpelier, Vt 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 THE VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

COBBESPOirBIirG MEMBERS. 

E^rerett C. Benton Boston, 

George P. Blxtyy Plattsburg, N. Y. 

John Dearborn Maiden, Mass. 

Herbert W. Denlo Uniyerslty of Illinois, Urbana, lU. 

W. O. Hart 134 Carondelet St, New Orleans, La. 

Edward R. Houghton Riyerslde Press, Cambridge^ Mass. 

David Sherwood Kellogg Plattsburg, N. Y. 

George Dana Lord Hanover, N. H. 

Edwin Sawyer Walker Springfield, 111. 

William Copley Winslow 525 Beacon St, Boston, Mass. 



HOVORiLET MEMBERS. 

John W. Burgess New York City 

Charles Edgar Clark Philadelphia, Pa. 

Charles Hial Darling Burlington, Vt 

George Dewey Washington, D. C. 

John W. Simpson 25 Broad St, New York City. 
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Vermont Historical Society 

PROCEEDINGS 



Seventy-Third Annuai, Meeting, October 17, 191 1. 

Pursuant to printed notice the Vermont Historical 
Society held its seventy-third annual meeting in its rooms 
in the Vermont State Capitol at two o'clock Tuesday af- 
ternoon, October 17, 191 1. 

The meeting was called to order by its President, Hon. 
William W. Stickney, of Ludlow, and a prayer was then 
made by Dr. J. Edward Wright of Montpelier. 

The following members were present: William W. 
Stickney, J. Edward Wright, George L. Blanchard, Oeorge 
W. Wing, Dorman B. E. Kent, Fred A. Howland, Walter 
H. Crockett and Mason S. Stone. 

In the absence of the Secretary the report of the last 
meeting, held November 10, 1910, was read by Mr. Blanch- 
ard and the same was on motion voted approved. It was 
then moved and carried that Dorman B. E. Kent be made 
temporary secretary of the meeting. 

In the absence of the Treasurer his report was read by 
Fred A. Howland and the same was on motion approved. 
It showed a balance October 18, 1910, of $575.92. To this 
was added during the year $344.06, making a total of 
$919.98. From this, bills were paid aggregating $78.58 
leaving a balance on hand of $84140, October 17, 1911. 
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The Dewey Monument Fund was increased by interest dur- 
ing the year to the extent of $118.58, making a total on 
deposit October 17, 191 1, of $3,054.37. 

The Librarian, Mr. Goddard, being absent, his report 
was not made at this meeting. 

President Stickney next made a brief report for the 
Board of Managers. The Special Committee for the se- 
curement of additional shelf and cabinet space, which com- 
mittee consisted of Messrs. F. W. Baldwin, J. A. DeBoer 
and W. B. C. Stickney, bringing in no report the commit- 
tee was ordered continued. 

The following gentlemen having been proposed were 
unanimously elected to full and active membership in the 
Societ>': Frank R. Dawley, Montpelier, Vt, and Timothy 

D. Hobart of Pampa, Texas. The following members hav- 
ing requested to withdraw from the Society their resigna- 
tions were accepted by vote: Martin S. Vilas and Edith 

E. Clarke, both of Burlington, Vt. Mr. John Dearborn of 
Maiden, Mass., was next elected to corresponding mem- 
bership in the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Crockett the chair appointed Mason 
S. Stone, Fred A. Howland and J. Edward Wright a com- 
mittee on the nomination of officers for the coming year, 
which committee retired for deliberation. Mr. Stone for 
the committee delivered its report and it was accepted. On 
motion of Mr. Blanchard the temporary Secretary, Mr. 
Kent, was ordered without dissent to cast one ballot for 
the members present, after which the chair declared the 
following list of officers f gr the ensuing year : 

President, William W. Stickney, Ludlow. 

Vice-Presidents, Joseph A. DeBoer, Montpelier. 
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Horace W. Bailey, Rutland. 
John K Goodrich, Burlington. 
Recording Secretary, Frank N. Smith, Montpelier. 
Corresponding Secretaries, Edward M. Goddard, Mont- 
pelier; Charles S. Forbes, St. Al- 
bans. 
Treasurer, Henry F. Field, Rutland. 
Librarian, Dorman B. E. Kent, Montpelier. 
Curators, Ezra Brainerd, Addison County. 

Hall P. McCullough, Bennington County. 

Henry Fairbanks, Caledonia County. 

John E. Goodrich, Chittenden County. 

Porter H. Dale, Essex County. 

Frank L. Greene, Franklin County. 

Nelson W. Fisk, Grand Isle County. 

Carroll S. Page, Lamoille County. 

George Davenport, Orange County. 

Frederick W. Baldwin, Orleans County. 

Frank C. Partridge, Rutland County. 

Walter H. Crockett, Washington County. 

Lyman S. Hayes, Windham County. 

Gilbert A. Davis, Windsor County. 

Guy W. Bailey, Secretary of State 

H. F. Graham, Auditor of Accounts )- Ex-Officio. 

George W. Wing, State Librarian 

The chair then appointed the following committees : 
On Library: Joseph A. DeBoer, Hall P. McCul- 
lough, D. B. E. Kent. 

On Printing: Carroll S. Page, F. W. Baldwin, Wal- 
ter H. Crockett. 
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On Finance: H. P. McCullough, Carroll S. Page, 
Frank L. Greene. 

The deaths of the following members were then an- 
nounced: Robert D. Benedict, Matthew H. Buckham, 
Henry Wells, of Bm-lington, Vt ; William T. Dewey, Ed- 
win A. Nutt, of Montpelier ; Fletcher D. Proctor, of Proc- 
tor; S. B. Hall, of Bennington, and Albert Clark, of Bos- 
ton. 

It was then brought to the Society's attention by Mr. 
Crockett that William P. Baxter of Chicago had recently 
deceased and he was supposed to have owned the manu- 
script copy of Hemenway's Windsor County Gazetteer, 
which manuscript had never been printed or published. 

It was by vote ordered that the President and Librarian 
take up the matter with the heirs as to the purchase of this 
work and if our funds were thought sufficient that an or- 
der be drawn on the Treasurer for such a purpose. 

No further business appearing the meeting adjourned. 

A true record. 

Attest: 

(Signed) Dorm an B. E. Kent, 

Temporary Secretary, 

A true copy of the proceedings. 

Attest: 

Edward D. Fmu>, 
Recording Secretary. 

Seventy-Fourth Annual Meeting, October 15, 1912. 

Pursuant to printed notice the Vermont Historical So- 
ciety held its seventy-fourth annual meeting in the old 
library room of the Vermont State Capitol at two o'clock 
Tuesday afternoon, October 15, 1912. 
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The meeting was called to order by the President, 
Hon. W. W. Stickney, of Ludlow, and W. H. Crockett 
was chosen to act as Secretary pro tem. The following 
members were present: William W. Stickney, Henry F. 
Field, George W. Wing, L. Bart Cross, Dorman B. E. 
Kent, Mason S. Stone, P. S. Howes, W. J. Van Patten, 
Geoi^e Blanchard, Charles Mather, John W. Gordon, H. 
S. Peck, J. K. Batchelder, Horace W. Bailey, W. G. An- 
drews, Edward H. Deavitt, A. D. Farwell, C. A. G. Jack- 
son, F. H. Dewart and W. H. Crockett. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read by the Sec- 
retary pro tem and approved. 

Henry F. Field then read his annual report as Treas- 
urer, which was accepted and adopted. The report showed 
in receipts and in balance received from last year $1,127.16. 
The disbursements for the year amounted to $430.48, show- 
ing balance of $696.68. 

The Dewey Monument Fund was increased by inter- 
est during the year to the extent of $123.38, making a total 
on deposit on October 15, 1912, of $3,17775. 

The report of the Librarian, Dorman B. E. Kent, was 
read by him and accepted and adopted. The report showed 
that a considerable number of genealogical books had been 
purchased for the Society, that seven hundred and twenty 
letters had been sent out soliciting membership and that 
one hundred and twenty-five new members had been se- 
cured. 

Mr. Kent alluded to valuable material that had been 
discovered among the Society's property and the gifts 
which had been received during the year. Perhaps the most 
valuable gift was that of the so-called Bennington Declara- 
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tion of Indq)endeiice presented to the Society by Ex-Gov. 
John G. McCoUough, his son. Hall P. McCullough and 
F. B. Jennings. 

Attention was called to the need of more room for 
the ccrflections of the Society. This matter was discussed 
at length by the President and various members of the So- 
ciety. On motion of Edward H. Deavitt, a committee was 
authorized, consisting of the President and two persons to 
be appointed by him, to take action r^;arding the need of 
more room for the Society. 

On motion of Mason S. Stone, it was voted that the 
Secretary prepare and submit to each member of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, for and in behalf of the Vermont Historical 
Society, a brief statement of the congested condition of the 
Society's accommodations and the immediate need of more 
commodious, accessible and safe rooms for the display 
and protection of its valuable collections of relics, docu- 
ments and effects. 

The names of the following persons were suggested 
for membership and it was voted that they be admitted to 
the Society : 

Name ReHdence Proposed hy 

Abbott, Frank Danford Chicago, 111. D. B. E. Kent 

Anderson, Rev. Wilbert Lee Amherst, Mass. 

Austin, Hon. Warren R. St. Albans, Vt 

Baldwin, Hon. LeRoy Wilbur New York City 

Ballard, Smith S. Montpelier, Vt 

Barnes, Millard Chimney Point, Vt 

Bennett, Charles M. Montpelier, Vt " 

Benton, Dr. Guy Potter Burlington, Vt " 

Billings, Frederick Woodstock, Vt 

Blodgett, Pearl Freeman Montpelier, Vt " 

Boutwell, Hon. James M. Montpelier, Vt " 

Brean, Herbert J. Montpelier, Vt *• 

Brooks, Frank Hilliajrd St Johnsbury, Vt " 

Brown, George Washington Boston, Mass. " 
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Name 



ReHdence 



Bryan, Frank M. Montpelier, Vt 

Butler, Hon. Fred Mason Rutland, Vt 
Byrnes, Hon. Timothy Edw. Boston, Mass. 
Callahan, Timothy Edward Montpelier, Vt 
Campbell, Dr. Edw. Raymond Bellows Falls, Vt 
Cayerly, Dr. Chas. Solomon Rutland, Vt 
Chaffee, Newman Keyes 
Chamberlin, Edson Joseph 
Clark, Henry L. 
Clement Hon. Percival W. 
Colton, Dr. Edwin A. 



Proposed tnf 
D. B. E. Kent 



Rutland, Vt 
Montreal, Canada 
Castleton, Vt 
Rutland, Vt 
Montpelier, Vt. 



Conant Prof. Carlos Everett Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Cowles, Hon. Elmer E. Weybridge, Vt. 

Davis, Rev. Ozora Steams Chicago, 111. 
Dewey, Thomas Montpelier, Vt. 

Dillingham, Paul Montpelier, Vt 

Emerson, Prof. Samuel F. Burlington, Vt 
Farwell, Henry L. Montpelier, Vt 

Fish, Hon. Frank Leslie Vergennes, Vt 
Fletcher, Ernest Ryland Hardwick, Vt 
Foote, Hon. Abram William Middlebury, Vt 
Frost Rey. Timothy Prescott Evanston, 111. 
Furman, Hon. Daniel G. Swanton, Vt. 

Gleed, Hon. Charles Sumner Topeka, Kas. 



Hall, Alfred Stevens 

Hanley, Dewey T. 

Harvey, Col. George 

Haskins, Hon. Kittredge 

Hastings, Frank W. 

Hayward, Benjamin Miner 

Hepburn, Hon. Alonzo Barton New York City 

Higley, Major Edwin Hall Groton, Mass. 

Homer, Horace S. 

Hopkins, Herman Deming 

Howland, Frank George 

Hulbert, Archer Butler 

Isham, Edward Swift 

Jackson, C. A. G. 

Jones, Hugh J. M. 

Kelton, Hon. Otis N. 

Kent Casper Ryland 

Kingsley, Darwin Pearl 

Lamson, Rev. Guy Caleb 

Langley, Frank Elmer 

Langworthy, Dr. Chas. Ford Washington, D. C 

Lawson, Prof. Geo. Benedict Saxtons River, Vt 

Lawton, Dr. Shailer B. Brattleboro, Vt 

Leslie, Harthan Freeman Montpelier, Vt 



Winchester, Mass. 
Montpelier, Vt 
Deal. N. J. 
Brattleboro, Vt 
Glover, Vt 
Montpelier, Vt 



Springfield, Mass. Frank J. Wilder 

Montpelier, Vt D. B. B. Kent 

Barre, Vt " 

Boston, Mass. " 

Manchester, Vt, " 

Montpelier, Vt " 

Montpelier, Vt. " 
St Albans, Vt 

Burlington, Vt. " 

New York City «• 

Hyde Park, Mass. '• 
Barre, Vt. 
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Name 

Llttlefield, George Emery 
Long, Abraham 
Long, Frederick Davis 
Loomis, Hon. Nelson Henry 
Lougee, Willis Eugene 
Marsh, Edward Sprague 
Martin, Orlando L. 
McMurphy, Archibald H. 
Mead, William Rutherford 
Merrill, Rev. Chas. Henry 
Miner, Harlan Sherman 
Montague, Hon. Dayid T. 
Morrison, Hon. John O. 
Morse, Prof. Anson Daniel 
Parker, Charles 
Parker, Col. Harry Elwood 
Parsons, Frank T. 
Peabody, Hon. Jas. Hamilton 
Perkins, Col. Marsh Olin 
Pettigrew, Hon. Richard F. 
Piatt, Mary M. 
Plumley, Charles Albert 
Proctor, Mortimer Robinson 
Proctor, Redfleld 
Proctor, Hon. Thos. Redfleld 
Rand, Admiral Stephen 
Richmond, Hon. RoUin L. 
Robinson, Hon. Albert A. 
Ross, Hon. Henry Herbert 
Sayage, Albert R. 
Spring, Leverett Wilson 
Stevens, Hon. Wm. Stanford 
Stewart, Hon. John Conant 
Stillson, Henry Leonard 
Story, George L. 
Taft, Lucius Dennison 
Towle, William Mason 
Vail, Theodore Newton 
Votey, Josiah William 
Walker, Hon. Frank Ardain 
Walker, Hon. Wm. Franklin 
Webb, Charles A. 
Welling, Hon. Edw. Dwight 
Wells, Rev. Charles Henry 
Wells, Frederic Palmer 
Wheeler, Edward C. 
Wheeler, Dr. John Brooks 
Whitney, E. Lee 



Residence 



Proposed hy 
D. B. B. Kent 



Boston, Mass. 

Montpelier, Vt " 

Montpelier, Vt " 

Omaha, Neb. 

New York City 

Brandon. Vt 

Plainfleld, Vt 

Randolph Ctr., Vt Edward D. Field 

New York City D. B. E. Kent 

St Johnsbury, Vt 

Gloucester, N. J. *' 

Boston, Mass. '* 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Amherst, Mass. 

Montpelier, Vt " 

Bradford, Vt 

Montpelier, Vt 

Canon City, Colo. " 

Windsor, Vt 

D. 



Sioux Falls, S. 
Shoreham, Vt 
Northfleld, Vt 
Proctor, Vt 
Proctor. Vt 
UUca, N. Y. 
Washington, D. C. 
Rutland. Vt 
Topeka, Kas. 
Burlington, Vt. 
Auburn. Me. 
Williamstown. Mass. 
St Albans. Vt 
York Village, Me. 
Bennington. Vt 
Waterville. Vt 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Potsdam, N. Y. 
Lyndonville, Vt 
Burlington, Vt 
Ludlow, Vt. 
Fair Haven. Vt 
Montpelier, Vt. 
No. Bennington, Vt 
Newark, N. J. 
Newbury, Vt 
Dorchester, Mass. 
Burlington, Vt 
Montpelier. Vt 



Elmer Barnum 
D. B. E. Kent 
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Name 



Residence 



Willard, Daniel Baltimore, Md. 

Williams, Hon. Prank Clifton Newport, Vt. 
Williams. Frank H. Jr. Woodstock, Vt 

Atwood, Bishop Julius W. Phoenix, Ariz. 
Barclay, Douglas Monroe Barre, Vt. 
MathewBon, Hon. Chas. Fred'kNew York City 
Watkins, Harris Ralph Burlington, Vt 

Leland, George f^mham Springfield, Vt. 
Howe, Frank E. 
Colton, WUlard C. 
Pierson, Philip T. H. 
Hulbert, Prof. Byron S. 
Famham, Horace M. 
Heaton, Charles H. 



Bennington, Vt 
Montpelier, Vt 
Bennington, Vt 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Montpelier, Vt. 



Proposed hy 
D. B. E. Kent 



Isaac Jennings 
D. B. B. Kent 



Horace W. Bailey, Henry F. Field and others spoke 
in high praise of the work of the Librarian in securing 
such a large addition to the membership of the Society and 
President Stickney formally expressed the appreciation of 
himself and the Society for the good work done. 

The matter of having the annual meeting and the pub- 
lic meeting on the same day was discussed and, on motion 
of Mr. Goddard, it was expressed as the sense of the meet- 
ing that the managers arrange for literary exercises here- 
after in connection with the business meeting. 

On motion of Horace W. Bailey, the President was 
authorized to appoint a Committee on Nominations to con- 
sist of three persons and H. W. Bailey, J. K. Batchelder 
and C. D. Mather were appointed such committee. They 
presented the following report: 

President, William W. Stickney, Ludlow. 

Vice-Presidents, J. A. DeBoer, Montpelier. 

Horace W. Bailey, Newbury. 
John E. Goodrich, Burlington. 

Recording Secretary, Fred A. Howland, Montpelier. 
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Corresponding Secretaries, Doiman B. E. Kent, Mont- 

pelier; Walter H, Crockett, Montpelier. 
Treasurer, Henry F. Feld, Rutland. 
Librarian, Dorman B. £. Kent, Montpelier. 
Curators, John M. Thomas, Addison County. 

Hal] P^rk McCullough, Bennington County. 

Henry Fairbanks, Caledonia County. 

John E. Goodrich, Chittenden County. 

Porter H. Dale, Essex County. 

Frank L. Greene, Franklin County. 

Nelson W. Fisk, Grand Isle County. 

Carroll S. Page, Lamoille County. 

Horace W. Bailey, Orange County. 

Frederick W. Baldwin, Orleans County. 

Frank C. Pitrtridge, Rutland County. 

Walter H. Crockett, Washington County. 

Lyman S. Hayes, Windham County. 

Gilbert A. Davis, Windsor County. 
Guy W. Bailey, Secretary of State J -^ , 

H. F. Graham, Auditor of Accounts > na ' 

George W. Wing, State Librarian J ' U^ - 

The Secretary was instructed to cast a ballot for the 
names presented, which he did, and they were declared 
elected. 

The President appointed as standing committees the 
following : 

On Library: Joseph A. DeBoer, Hall Park McCul- 
lough, D. B. E. Kent. 

On Printing: F. W. Baldwin, Carroll S. Page, Wal- 
ter H. Crockett. 
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On Finance : Nelson W. Fisk, Carroll S. Page, Frank 
L. Greene. 

Mr. Kent then read the letter of gift from Hall Park 
McCuUough accompanying the Bennington Declaration of 
Independence and offered the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted by a rising vote : 

Whereas, The Hon. John G. McCuUough, Hall P. Mc- 
CuUough and Frederic B. Jennings have given to the Ver- 
mont Historical Society a document known as the Ben- 
nington Declaration, signed by men of Bennington in 1775, 
in which they firmly resolved "never to be slaves" and 
which document we fully believe was at least the second, 
if not indeed the very first, declaration in America against 
the rule of King George, and being fully aware of its great 
value to Vermont in the possession of this document and 
of the honor to ourselves in being its custodian, and ap- 
preciating most fully their generosity in presenting it to 
the Vermont Historical Society, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Vermont Historical 
Society in the name of aU its oflScers and members be here- 
by voted Mr. John G. McCuUough, Mr. Hall P. McCul- 
lough and Mr. Frederic B. Jennings, and that this reso- 
lution be spread upon our records and a copy of the same 
be forwarded to each of the donors. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, the chair was authorized to 
appoint a committee of three to take measures to secure 
a suitable bronze frame, not to exceed $100 in cost, for 
the Declaration or for a photographic copy of same. The 
chair appointed as such committee F. A. Howland, W. H. 
Crockett and D. B. E. Kent. 
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The chair also appointed as a committee to act with 
the President regarding more room for the Society H. W. 
Bailey and J. K. Batchelden On motion of George 
Blanchard, it was also voted to continue a committee ap- 
pointed at an earlier meeting of the Society, which also had 
a similar mission, consisting of F. W. Baldwin, J. A. De- 
Boer and W. B. C. Stickney, and the members of the new 
committee earnestly expressed their desire that the old 
committee should assist in the work. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, adjournment was taken until 
October 29, 1912, at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

Attest: 

Walter H. Crockett, 

Secretary pro tern. 



Adjourned Meeting, October 29, 1912. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Vermont Historical So- 
ciety met at its rooms in the State Capitol at two o'clock, 
Tuesday afternoon, October 29, 191 2. The meeting was 
called to order by the President, William W. Stickney, and 
the following members were in attendance: William W. 
Stickney of Ludlow, Dorman B. E. Kent, Fred A. Rowland, 
Charles D. Mather, Walter H. Crockett, A. J. Sibley, 
Frederick D. Long, Phil S. Howes, all of Montpelier; 
Porter H. Dale of Island Pond, Rev. Isaac Jennings of Ben- 
nington, Professor S. F. Emerson of Burlington, and Rev. 
Charles Henry Merrill of St. Johnsbury. 
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The minutes of the meeting of October 15th were read 
by the Secretary and, on motion, approved. 

The following named gentlemen were elected active 
members of the Society: 

James Benjamin Wilbur Manchester, Vt. 

John E. McClellan Plymouth, Vt. 

Charles Herbert Cross, 268 Sumner St Boston, Mass. 

George Henry Cross St. Johnsbury, Vt. 

Herbert D. Ryder Bellows Falls, Vt. 

Raymond McFarland Middlebury, Vt 

Ernest Parlin Jose Johnson, Vt. 

Charles L. French Hardwick, Vt. 

Frank C. Dyer Salisbury, Vt. 

Charles E. Billings Hartford, Conn. 

The question of holding meetings in odd years at other 
points than Montpelier was favorably discussed by the 
President, Rev. Isaac Jennings and Messrs. Kent and 
Crockett, and, on motion of Mr. Crockett, it was voted that 
the Executive Committee use their best efforts to arrange 
for meetings at other places than Montpelier in the odd 
years. 

On motion of Mr. Crockett the meeting adjourned to 
meet in Representatives' Hall at 7 :30 o'clock this evening. 

Attest: 

Fred a. Howland, 
Recording Secretary, 
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Public Exercises of the Vermont Historical Society, 
October 29, 191 2. 

The Society met at 7:30 o'clock in the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, as provided in the motion for 
adjournment. 

The meeting was called to order by President Stick- 
ney and prayer was offered by the Reverend Charles Henry 
Merrill of St. Johnsbury. 

President Stickney in his introductory remarics re- 
viewed the work of the Society during the past two years 
and earnestly urged the construction by the State of a 
building for the accommodation of the Supreme Court and 
the State Library and the giving over to the Vermont His- 
torical Society of the quarters now occupied by the State 
Library. He made special reference to the gift of the 
Bennington "Declaration of Freedom" and the exercises at 
the dedication of the monument to Thomas Davenport, the 
inventor of the first electric motor, at Forestdale in the 
town of Brandon. 

The President then introduced Reverend Isaac Jennings 
of Bennington, who delivered a scholarly and extremely 
interesting address on "The Undoing of Burgoyne." At 
the close of Dr. Jennings' address the following resolution 
was proposed by James B. Estee and unanimously adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Vermont Historical Society hereby 
tenders to Reverend Isaac Jennings its sincere thanks for 
his able and interesting historical address on "The Un- 
doing of Burgo)aie" and requests him to furnish a cc^y 
of the same for publication in the proceedings of the So- 
ciety. 
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On motion of Dorman B. E. Kent the following ap- 
plications for membership were favorably considered and 
the applicants made members of the Society: Fred H. 
Babbitt of Rockingham, recommended by F. A. Rowland; 
W. D. Hulett of Rutland, recommended by D. B. E. Kent; 
George Lyman Batchelder of Wallingford, recommended 
by W. W. Stickney. 

On motion the meeting adjourned until 2 o'clock on the 
afternoon of December 17th, to meet at the rooms of the 
Historical Society in Montpelier. 
A true record. 
Attest : 

Fred a. Howi^nd^ 
Recording Secretary. 



Adjourned Meeting^ I>ecember 17, 1912. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Vermont Historical So- 
ciety met at its rooms in the State Capitol at two o'clock, 
Tuesday afternoon, December 17, 1912. In the absence 
of the President the meeting was called to order by the 
Secretary and Mr. Phil S. Howes was elected chairman. 
There were present Dorman B. E. Kent, Walter H. 
Crockett, E. Lee Whitney, Phil S. Howes and Fred A. 
Howland. 

The following named gentlemen were elected active 
members of the Society : 

Robert Mayo Catlin Franklin Furnace, N. J. 

John Barrett Washington, D. C. 
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Edward Cowles Plymouth, Mass. 

Robert Cushman, 95 Milk Street Boston, Mass. 

Don C Pollard ProctorsviUe, Vt 

Ebenezer Sanborn Phillips Bridgeport, Conn. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 
Attest: 

Fred a. Rowland, 
Recording Secretary. 
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Librarian's Report 

To the Hon. Wittiam W. Stickney, President of the Ver- 
mont Historical Society, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to submit to you my report as li- 
brarian and custodian of the Vermont Historical Society, 
for the year ending Oct. 15, 1912. 

Mr. Goddard, the prior incumbent of the office which 
I temporarily hold, turned over to me October 24th last, 
his keys, your collections and his good advice. 

I found upon my succession that there remained un- 
expended for the purchase of books during the fiscal year 
closing February i, 1912, the sum of $434.65. 

This amount not being available after the first of 
February, I of course at once saw to it that the amount 
given us by the State was used to its full advantage and 
at the dose of that year there remained unexpended but 
$2.26. With the amount at our disposal during that year 
and the sum I have had at my command this year I have 
purchased 287 volimies and we have had given to us 72, 
making an accession, for the period, of 359. 

The pamphlets and historical society proceedings given 
us during my term of office I cannot report to you at this 
time. A very large portion of the books which I have 
purchased are genealogies and town histories. 

Mr. Goddard discovered during his long term of of- 
fice as your librarian and I have observed all along during 
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the year which I have just served, that at least 99 per cent 
of the men and women desiring information from our 
shelves were in search of genealogical data. 

I have accordingly largely limited my purchases to that 
class of books and until our present genealogical library 
is built up to a much larger volume than it now presents 
it would be my earnest advice that future incumbents of 
this office pursue a like course. 

We had in the library one year ago 11 1 volimies on 
the subject of genealogy. I have purchased 144 volumes, 
making our total collection at this date 255. 

The State Library at this writing holds, I believe, 
about 200 volumes on this subject, making a sum total of 
455 books relating to family history available to the visitors 
to our rooms. 

Some few years since Mr. Goddard prepared a book 
plate containing a picture of the Daye press for the So- 
ciety's library.. During the year I have had these plates 
inserted in some 2,000 volumes belonging to us and there 
remains in our immediate rooms about as many more with- 
out them. 

The matter of placing the plates in these remaining 
volumes will, I am sure, be attended to in the near future. 

There were for many years in the so-called cloak 
room down stairs in this building about 2,000 volumes be- 
longing to the Society. These books were almost solely 
Congressional records, Patent Office reports and other gov- 
ernmental publications, and the State needing that room 
for various purposes insisted, and insisted rightly, that 
we remove our belongings. 
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This was accordingly done in July last and they were 
all removed to rooms in the dome of the Capitol and to- 
gether with a very large amount of books and pamphlets 
on nearly every subject already in our possession in those 
quarters, we have there a vast accumulation of printed 
works which now can find no lodging place elsewhere. Two 
long tiers on the extreme upper floor of the State library 
hold our books also. 

I am well aware that the State library needs that 
space, but I have not had them removed for the simple rea- 
son that I have not been requested so to do, and had I been, 
I should not have known where to put them. The fact 
is, and has been for a decade, that the Vermont Historical 
Society has little room, and in going about this house we 
all well know we are confronted by the identical situation 
in all other departments. The State library uses our room 
for the office of the assistant librarian and in so doing 
quarters with us four other desks and clerks. 

Could these be removed we could insert book shelves 
and exhibit cases and our space would of course be some- 
what largely increased, but imder the existing conditions 
I would be the last man to order this done. 

The State library has no room for these employees 
and as I stated is now housing hundreds upon hundreds of 
our volumes. 

Here let me pay my tribute of appreciation for the 
courtesy always extended me, your librarian, by Mr, Wing, 
Mr. Whitney, Mr. Templeton and all others of the State 
library staff. 

Should they remove from our rooms, our proper en- 
trance be opened and the Historical Society at present be 
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set apart by itself , a custodian would of necessity have to 
be stationed with our collections during every working day 
of the year which as you well know is not possible with the 
present means at our disposal. 

There have been appointed more than once, committees 
to advise as to an increase in our accommodations and these 
committees have invariably reported that under existing 
conditions they had but little to offer. I believe them to 
have found what has been brought home to me every day 
here that no one can turn a bushel of wheat into a two 
quart cup and that until the bushel measure either by gift 
or by purchase can be secured the situation is a most 
sorry one, and such a situation confronts today not only 
the Vermont Historical Society but equally as well the 
Vermont State Library and every office and officer quar- 
tered in the Capitol building. 

The books which I have purchased during the year 
have by no means all been catalogued and neither have any 
of the books or pamphlets sent us by Societies of our kind. 
The cataloguer for the State library has very kindly con- 
sented to do what work she could for us after hours but 
her other employers having to enforce from her a full day 
she has been unable to catalogue for us as much as I should 
have liked and had her time all been ours for many months 
she could not have catalogued all the books and pamphlets 
we own, which at present are listed in no way. 

Allow me before closing to say a word as to securing 
to you the new members which we have just voted upon 
today, as to you it was an initial expense which happily 
has been paid many times over both in money and the 
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splendid array of men which we have added to our rolls. 

Early in the year I was struck in correspondence by 
the fact that Vermont has, both within her borders and 
without, a tremendous number of loyal sons of whom I be- 
lieved a goodly portion could be secured for their Histori- 
cal Society. Accordingly, with your sanction Mr. Presi- 
dent, I sent out about 720 letters to men all over the United 
States who had made names for themselves not only of 
local but many of national reputation. 

The whole affair was an experiment on our part and 
the result will be, I am sure, most gratifying to all of us, 
and the men secured I am certain will long remain an honor 
to our ranks. We had at the beginning of the year 255 
active members and we shall I trust vote to admit 124 new 
members today, making our present total 379 men and 
women. 

We have in our possession underneath the long ex- 
hibit case in our rooms twenty-four drawers which of 
necessity must be kept locked from the public. During Mr. 
DeBoer's regime as your Secretary the majority of the con- 
tents there were very properly roughly catalogued. 

As librarian I have of course often examined the data 
therein contained and I will say that in my (pinion few 
men realize the material slumbering there. The collection 
of autograph letters alone, if displayed, would make an 
exhibit that would do credit to any museum and the data 
relating to Vermont and her early affairs would be in- 
valuable to any one writing a history of our State, but all 
this material until our accommodations are increased must 
remain hidden from view. 
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In this connection I can well report here the discovery 
of the gift to the Historical Society, by the widow of 
Pliny White. 

As a minister of the Gospel, as an editor of a Brattle* 
boro newspaper, as a President of this Society and above 
all as a citizen of Vermont and a student of her history, the 
man in my opinion deserves more honor than has even thus 
far been given him. 

This man saved everything. 

No man ever in our midst was more careful of the 
data coming in his way rdating to the history of his State 
than was Pliny White. 

Sometime during June of this year my attention was 
called by the Sergeant-at-Arms to three boxes which had 
long been stored in the low building at the eastern gate of 
the grounds. These boxes were marked "Vermont His- 
torical Society" and for fourteen years they had remained 
hidden and unopened. I found that two of the boxes con- 
tained governmental documents and newspapers of little 
value, but the third box contained a mine indeed. 

On opening it the first document that struck my eye 
was a letter from Thomas Chittenden to General Halde- 
mand, the second a letter from Kossuth to the General 
Assembly of Vermont regretting that he could not appear 
before them on the occasion of his visit to this country, 
the third a letter from Daniel Webster to the citizens of 
Bennington, the fourth a letter from Ira Allen to his wife 
Jerusha, the fifth a letter from Jerusha to Ira — ^in fact the 
entire large box was filled with matter of great value. 

In the bottom of the box I found a letter from the 
widow of Pliny White addressed to Truman C. Phinney 
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in 1898, giving to the Vermont Historical Society her hus- 
band's collections and begging pardon for their confused 
condition. 

Had Mrs. White sent this letter by mail to Mr. Phinney 
we all know the Society would have long ago profited by 
this collection but the box coming as it did, unheralded and 
unsung except for the brief note securely hidden in the 
bottom of its contents, the whole aflfair must have escaped 
Mr. Phinney's attention and for fourteen years the gift has 
been ours without our knowledge or due appreciation. 

In my opinion the Society never received any gift from 
an individual more valuable than this. 

There are scores of letters from the Aliens, Fays, 
Robinsons and others closely connected with the early his- 
tory of Vermont. 

There are autograph letters of nearly, if not all, of 
Vermont's governors up to White's death in 1869, and the 
box was literally crammed with newspaper clippings neatly 
enclosed in separate envelopes concerning the lives and 
characters of our early prominent citizens. I have little 
doubt but that the widow of Pliny White has long since 
deceased, but I think the Society, through its Secretary, 
should ascertain her descendants or nearest living relatives, 
and formally if tardily convey to them our appreciation of 
so royal a gift. 

It has been well said of the Rev. Pliny H. White that 
"Vermont had the honor of his birth, the benefit of his la- 
bors, her hills were his home, her history his study, her 
progress his delight, her honor his glory and her soil his 
grave," and we are now indeed fortunate in knowing that 
we possess a large portion, if indeed not all, of the clippings 
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and letters and documents he long so carefully preserved. 

As I stated above there seems to be in this collection 
a large number of letters that passed between Ira Allen, 
his wife and their children, and these together with a great 
many more should, I believe, be printed in some early forth- 
coming proceedings of our Society. 

On the I2th day of last February my attention was 
called by Mr. Crockett and Mr. Horace Bailey of the com- 
ing sale in New York of the so-called Bennington Declara- 
tion of Independence and I obtained the consent of you, 
Mr. President, to go there to purchase it if possible. On my 
arrival I called upon our friend Mr, Hall Park McCullough 
and made known to him my errand. I discovered at once 
that he intended the purchase of the document for his own 
library but upon my appearance he immediately gave up 
to us his right and title to the paper by purchase and in 
every way possible aided me in securing it. 

The item selling for nearly $i,ooo was purchased by 
Mr. McCuUough's buyer and the next morning it was 
turned over to me as your agent, as a gift to the Vermont 
Historical Society by the three men of Bennington, John 
G. McCullough, Hall P. McCullough and Frederic B. Jen- 
nings. As we shall later today attend to our formal 
thanks to these gentlemen for this gift I will not dwell 
longer upon it here. 

At our last annual meeting it was called to the atten- 
tion of the Society that Mr. William P. Baxter, the owner 
of the manuscript cqpy of Hemenway's Windsor County 
Gazetteer which had never been published, had recently de- 
ceased and that steps should at once be taken to secure it 
for the Society if possible. 
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We at once placed ourselves in communication with 
the executor of Mr. Baxter's will and learned greatly to 
our sorrow that the historical belongings of the gentleman 
had soon after his death been sent to a niece residing in 
North Carolina and that only a few days prior to our an- 
nual meeting her house together with its entire contents 
was burned to the ground. The loss to this State by that 
occurrence not alone on account of Hemenway's unpub- 
lished Windsor County Gazetteer, but as well of a vast 
amount of other Vermont data being the accumulations 
of the long life of an enthusiastic collector was, as you 
can see, tremendous. 

Among the giits received the past year I would men- 
tion the following: 

We were given by a lady living in Portland, Me., who 
did not care to have her name publicly mentioned, an iron 
strong box or chest, evidently of great age which was 
brought to America by the Hessians to hold the cash and 
valuables of a regiment. It was captured at the battle of 
Trenton and later fell into the hands of Judge Richard 
Morris of New York. It was sent by him to his son Lewis 
Morris living in Springfield "to secure your valuables from 
that dishonest and reckless population of the Green Moun- 
tain State who held out against the just and true claims 
of New York" and now through the turn of events and the 
march of time it reposes quietly in the same room with 
the swordsi sabres and powder horns of Allen and others 
of the leaders of that so-called "dishonest and reckless 
crew." 

We have received from Julia A. C. Jackson an oil 
painting of her father, Hon. John A. Conant, of Brandon, 
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a prominent man in that part of the State. The picture is 
most finely executed and makes a valuable addition to our 
collection. 

We have received from the Rev. Charles Henry Wells, 
of Newark, N. J., a written confession of one of the 
abettors to the murder of the Dutch peddler at Berlin pond 
in Berlin, Vt., in 1849. ^o ^^^ living in this vicinity has 
not heard of that mysterious murder and Daniel P. Thomp- 
son's book, Centeola, dealt closely with its event, but the 
facts as narrated by an eye witness of which there were 
but three were never before made public and to this county 
at least, Mr. Wells' donation which had been given him 
by a distant relative, by marriage, ofi the confessor clears 
up the whole affair in many minute details. 

We have been given during the year by their widows 
the swords of Elihu S. Foster, Lemuel W. Page and Ed- 
win H. Dodge, all of whom were Vermont officers in the 
war of the Rebellion. 

I would say here that through the efforts of Mr. Wal- 
ter H. Crockett the plaster cast of the Champlain group at 
Crown Point which has faithfully posed there all summer 
as the original can be secured for the Society at a nominal 
cost when the bronze group arrives to replace it in its pres- 
ent location. 

I regret that the Society's published proceedings for 
1909- 1910 has not appeared. Upon my taking the office of 
librarian I found the matter in abeyance. Soon after the 
work was resumed but it was soon discovered that the pas- 
sage to a final reading in the House and Senate of the 
Assembly of 1910 of the usual resolution authorizing the 
printing by the State of our Proceedings had been over- 
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looked. The Burlington Free Press Association which for 
many years has done the work at once oflFered to continue 
the 1910 Proceedings, looking to the Legislature of 1912 
for their money. Since then I regret to say that owing to 
circumstances over which we seemed to have no control the 
matter has all along been delayed, but I am now happy to 
state the book this moment is being- run through the press 
and will, I am certain, be forwarded to all of you within a 
short time. 

I have received the good news from a committee ap- 
pointed by the Colonial Dames of the vote of that Society 
that, with our permission, they would be pleased to pur- 
chase genealogical books to be held as their property, but 
to be placed with our collection till such time as they saw 
fit to withdraw them. Their idea is to start a library of 
their own, but for some years to consolidate their pur- 
chases with others at the Capitol in order that what they 
owned could be supplemented by ours. 

In closing my report as librarian and resident curator 
of your effects allow me to dwell once more strongly upon 
the need of increased housing for our holdings. 

If measures are introduced in the present assembly for 
an increase in the size of the Capitol, the proper officers 
of our Society undoubtedly will, and most certainly should, 
see that such a bill carries with it a provision for the full 
accommodation of this Historical Society, an institution 
which is a part of the State of Vermont. Could you have 
seen, gentlemen, the letters I have received from men all 
over the country who were anxious to be one of us as mem- 
bers of our Society, you would realize perhaps even more 
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fully than you do now, the interest taken by men elsewhere 
in this, the State of their birth. 

I should judge that less than one quarter of our col- 
lection is at present available to the public and when the 
time arrives, which I am certain it soon will, when all we 
have can be placed on view and when what we have can 
be placed on a working basis, then, and not until then, can 
our Society accomplish all that it should, and thus become 
a full working member together with the various other 
departments which go to build up and sustain the history, 
the government and the good name of Vermont. 

DoRMAN B. E. Kent. 
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The Undoing of Burgoyne 

So early as the Exlen episode — ^whether history or 
myth — ^away back in the shadows of those mighty forests 
which we now know only as the source of supply for coal 
carrying railroads and the Standard Oil Company, men ob^ 
served the influences of a side-issue in determining the out- 
come of activity. A little thing, not conceived as other 
than by-play, has often contributed more to the undoing 
of men, the overthrow of d)masties, and the passing of 
once accepted atlases, than the most elaborate program con- 
structed in the councils of royalty, by the combined wisdom 
of all the King's advisers. Well has the homely Scotch 
bard sung : 

'The best laid schemes of mice and men 
Gang aft a-gley." 

None can bear more joyful testimony to the truth of 
this than the little rockribbed state, whose history we con- 
spire to perpetuate. 

It was one of those unpremeditated things, that 
brought Samuel Robinson, the pioneer of Bennington, into 
touch with the Williamses, the river gods of the Connecti- 
cut, who had already opened up the valley as far north as 
No. 4. It was another trifling circumstance that led Sir 
William Pepperell to relinquish his claim to a section of 
the Grant of Bennington, in behalf of this same Samuel 
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Robinson, whom Col. William Williams of Httsfield, the 
leader of the grantees, had persuaded to take a flyer, in the 
undeveloped, as yet, wilderness, to the north of the Berk- 
shires. It is tradition, that the mistake of the Walloomsac 
for the Hoosic on his return from a military expedition to 
Lake George in 1756, gave Capt. Robinson his first glimpse 
of the land he had bought, and determined! him to secure 
other titles, and eventually lead a band of pioneers into this 
virgin wilderness. 

His sons, so the story goes, influenced by his advice 
and probably aided by his pocketbook, followed his example 
and soon had comfortable pitches in the woods, on the most 
eligible sites not remote from the above said river. Three 
of them, Moses, Samuel and David soon realized the neces- 
sity of some safe commodious and centrally located store- 
house, where they might bestow their goods, and built on 
the top of the hill, on land belonging to their father's estate, 
and about equally distant from the farm of each, a build- 
ing whose existence in after years proved the undoing of 
Burgoyne. 

At first, this structure which is said to have been 100 
feet long by some 30 wide, built of squared spruce logs, 
though later covered with wide oak boards, and divided into 
three nearly square rooms, for the three brothers' use, 
served no other purpose, so far as known, than as a cover 
for their produce, and protection of the same from the 
elements and the wild beasts. But soon the upper story 
or loft, for we are told it was built in the style of the 
structures of that day, with long sloping roof and a kind 
of half story or loft in the upper part, became the recep- 
tacle of arms and ammunition rendered necessary at first 
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as a protection against the wild beasts and possible incur- 
sion of the wilder savage. Disputes about land titles and 
the familiar border warfare, which marked the well 
named Robin Hood days of the Grants, growing out of 
this, soon pointed out this capacious storehouse as a central 
place and convenient for more general storing of the 
weapons and ammunition of the '^Bennington Mob." 

A decade passes, local troubles become merged in the 
larger troubles which threaten the very existence of the 
colonies. This familiar place of safety becomes a gather- 
ing place of supplies which the neighborhood destines, in 
conjunction with others, as a feeder for the impregnable 
fortress to the north on Lake Champlain, and when in the 
process of time, Ticonderoga is abandoned, and troops, and 
above all the scattered pioneer families flee before the ex- 
pected storm to the southward, bringing with them all they 
can carry away, what more natural than that this should 
suggest itself as a safe depot or nucleus for such carriages 
and cattle and horses as were not necessary for further 
progress, or if the parties proposed to remain, a kind of 
stronghold or citadel, whose very existence gave sense of 
security, when properly protected, and whose location invited 
the gathering of other stores needed by the boys, who had 
joined the continental troops ? Here, on the frontier of the 
state, in the most populous town of the state, loyal to the 
core, if a stand was to be made anywhere within VemK>nt's 
bounds, was the natural place. It was this combination of 
circumstances that led to the Battle of Bennington and 
Burgoyne's surrender two months after, on the heights of 
Saratoga. 
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It is the purpose of this paper to show the far reaching 
effect of this truly side issue on the mind and plans of 
the British General, and upon the spirits of our own forces, 
and ultimately on the issue of the great conflict of the Rev- 
olution, and thus on the subsequent glory of our national 
history. 

This may seem a large contract for a half hour's dis- 
cussion. It may even savor of local conceit, but I crave 
your kind attention as I essay to do this, and I shall ask 
you to traverse with me, some events leading up to this 
date, that we may better appreciate the frame of mind of 
the participants, when the fatal day came. 

On the 2Sth of May, 1775 — ^when those events were 
rapidly following one another, which gave birth to that 
heroic Declaration, whose recent acquisition has filled our 
Society with so great self congratulation — ^the then Brig.- 
General Burgoyne first entered Boston harbor, in company 
with Generals Howe and Clinton, bringing a large rein- 
forcement for the Royal troops beleagured in that city. As 
they approached, the rebel camp was pointed out, in which 
under the command, each of its own chosen officers, a 
somewhat motley crowd of militia, from several New Eng- 
land provinces, presented to these tried veterans of Europe, 
anything but a threatening aspect. 

Burgoyne could not restrain his well-lM*ed contempt 
for the Americans, as he burst forth, "What ! Ten thousand 
peasants keep five thousand King's troops shut up. Well, 
let us get in and we will soon find elbow room." They 
got in. On the 17th of June following, they wished they 
hadn't, though they drove those despised rebels back to 
Cambridge that day, it was a costly job. 
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On the 3rd of June, two weeks before this battle of 
Bunker Hill, Captain John Stark, an Indian fighter of some 
local note, received from New Hampshire, a commission as 
Colonel of the first regiment of foot soldiers, raised in his 
native province, by order of the Congress, for the defence 
of the American Colonies. That regiment was soon on the 
way to Boston. They constituted the left wing of the 
American line at Bunker Hill and protected only by a rail 
fence stuffed with hay, withstood the Welsh fusileers, the 
finest light infantry r^ment in the British Army, who, 
although seven hundred strong in the battle, mustered but 
eighty-three at the next roll call. If General Burgo)me 
had any time to make observations and noted the breast- 
work behind which Stark gave such a good account of him- 
self and his doughty New Hampshire farmers, he may have 
soon forgotten it, but I suspect he recalled it, that sultry 
17th of August, 1777, when he first heard from the field of 
Bennington. 

These two men soon went, each his own way, the 
Colonel to the defences about New York and the General 
to Canada, where with three men, at least, who were later 
to become factors in our story — Phillips, Riedesel and 
Frazer — ^we find him, far frcnn idle, serving his King. 

The intrepid Stark too, who, as a young man, had run 
the gauntlet of his savage captors, with approval from their 
aged chief; who had refused to hoe corn, because it was 
squaw's work, and who had finally bought himself with 
the price of an Indian pony, with the same disregard of 
danger to himself, and the same keen eye for defences, 
soon followed, and we find him at Mount Independence, 
on the opposite side of Lake Champlain from Ticonderoga, 
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then a forest of ancient trees, marking out and building' a 
fort, which was later to figure in this campaign. 

General Burgoyne having spent the summers of '75 
and '76 in Canada, and about our lake, conceived the idea 
of a sally from Canada, which should put an end to the 
long drawn out war, and put into active force the project 
which had been a dream in the King^s mind for many 
days. Soliciting permission to return to England, he set 
sail in the Apollo frigate, November 5, 1776, amid the 
prayers of a well wishing army, and we soon hear of him 
as closeted with the King, developing the matter. A paper 
remains to us which he laid before the Ministry, doubtless 
at the King's suggestion, which embodies his plan for this 
proposed expedition. This plan involved placing in his 
hands a tried force of about ten thousand men, including 
some Provincials, Indians, and a fine park of artillery, with 
necessary transports, wagons and horses, and foresters as 
well as fighters from Canada. His proposition was to 
proceed by the Lakes Champlain and George, form depots 
of supplies as he went along, capture Fort Ticonderoga, 
and, soon penetrating to the Hudson, there to meet a sup- 
porting force under St. L^er, which was to be previously 
despatched by the way of the St. Lawrence, Lake Ontario, 
Oswego and the Mohawk, and both soon to form a junc- 
tion with Lord Howe at Albany. The object of all this: 
to so separate the northern colonies from their neighbors 
on the west and south, that the country might be conquered 
piecemeal and the rebellion crushed. 

The General's "Thoughts for Conducting the War 
from the Side of Canada," also included the suggestion of a 
diversion through "The Grants," now Vermont, and cross- 
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ing the Green Mountains, to descend the G)nnecticut River, 
and by its threatening aspect to terrify the inhabitants, win 
great numbers of hesitating sympathizers, and, perhaps, 
ultimately carry out his threat of the year before, of show- 
ing the Bostonese what the King's troops could really do, 
if they were led by a General who knew something about 
it. It is true, this last thought was not put into words. 
The ministry, however, took a different view of it, and 
cut from this enticing program, all this side issue, con- 
fining him to the direct path, and they, not the Generals, 
planned the war and its details, from London. 

So much of the plan adopted, the office of Lieutenant- 
General bestowed upon the brigadier, and troops hired for 
him from German relatives, which "Cousin Kittie," Rus- 
sia's Queen, although approached, indignantly refused to 
supply, he set sail in the early spring of 1777, bearing in his 
hands a warrant of Knighthood for General Carlton, to 
salve his wounded feelings, if there should be any resent- 
ment at being thus superseded in a plan, he too had been 
revolving for some time, as the result of his experiences 
of the preceeding year in this neighborhood — and landed 
in Quebec, in May of the eventful year. 

General, now Sir Guy Carlton, had everything so ad- 
vanced and preparations so well made, that a few trifling 
matters, such as weather and bad roads^ unwillingness of 
the Canadians to respond, and the nonarrival of the am- 
munition and provision ships did not delay Burgoyne, for 
he writes to Lord Germain that he has enough ammunition 
to make an effective showing before Ticonderoga, which 
he understands is ''intending to make a stout resistance." 
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General Burgoyne seems to me to have been a favorite 
of fortune, up to this ill-starred campaign. His had been 
many of her choicest and most partial gifts; well bom 
and trained, and favorably married, though vain and some- 
what head-strong, and traduced by later enemies, he had 
won renown on the fields of war, parliament and literature. 
He wore on his finger a diamond ring, the gift of the King 
of Spain for gallantry, as he had received the commenda- 
tion of the Count de Lippe for his bravery at D'Alcantara ; 
his written plays had won attention in the drawing rooms 
of London and as a carpet knight he had also proved a 
success. Above all he was the recipient of complimentary 
recognition from King George the 3rd, who had promised 
him a red ribbon, perhaps a garter, in case of success in 
this venture. He was in the prime of his vigor and he 
naturally felt that this campaign was to blazon his name 
on the scroll of history. 

Ready now for his conquering march, or sail and 
march, he set forth with an army of some nine thousand 
strong, about seven thousand regulars, and as fine a body 
of men as ever mustered, upon the beautiful lake, which 
separated New York from Vermont at our northern bor- 
der, and I suppose, of all the pageants which had disturbed 
her pristine quiet, Indian, French or English, none had 
ever equalled this. The old forests looked down upon a 
beautiful sight, that lovely June day, as they answered to 
the notes of his bugles, and the waters reflected the scarlet 
of the coats of his soldiers and the brass of their helmets 
and armor as well as their banners, which, by the way, were 
most of them secreted and kept from us at the final sur- 
render. 
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Thomas Anburey, a Lieutenant in the British service, 
has left us a vivid and careful description of their order 
of march. In front the painted and war-bedecked Indians 
in their light and graceful canoes, containing from twenty 
to thirty apiece. Then the barges containing the advance 
corps under Frazer marshalled in one regular line, flanked 
by the gunboats. Next to them came the Royal George and 
the inflexible frigates, towing large booms, which thrown 
across from point to point adjacent on the lake, would 
prove valuable for defence. Following these other brigs 
and sloops of the invading host. Then came the first brig- 
ade in regular line followed by the Generals Burgoyne, 
Phillips and Riedesel in their pinnaces. Behind these in 
due order were the 2nd brigade, and General Burgoyne's 
German brigade, while the sutlers and camp followers 
of all descriptions brought up the rear. They made Cum- 
berland Head their first point. Then to the inflow of the 
River Bouquet, where they encamped. Here quite a body 
of Indians joined the expedition, and observing the custom 
indispensable, Burgoyne made them a bombastic speech, 
in which he proved a proficient, before the campaign was 
ended, gave them a feast and witnessed the wild antics 
of their war dance. To this speech, in which he warned 
them against excesses of scalping, and the indignities of 
savage attacks upon women and children, they responded 
expressing their approbation and willing obedience, 
through their affections for their father over the seas, on 
which, they said, they had sharpened their hatchets. Nor 
was this all, in his over-weening conceit of the terror he 
was to spread among those peasant prioneers in the wilder- 
ness, he issued broadcast in the vicinity an invitation to 
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return to loyalty, to conserve their cattle and com for 
the King's forces, for which they should receive pay in 
coin, and not to bum down the bridges, for, should they 
dare to disobey, he would let loose his savages upon them. 

He has left on paper his thought at the time of what 
lay before him — ^"A short, sharp resistance at Ticcmderoga, 
I shall beat them; I shall give them no time to rally. We 
shall soon hear from St Leger. The panic will be com- 
plete. In an eight days' walk-over we shall be in Albany. 
Our task done." 

Just before reaching Ticonderoga he made another 
stirring, if high flown, address to his soldiers, in which 
he pronounced those fateful words, "This army must not 
retreat." 

From the river Bouquet they came to Crown Point, 
where they made their first depot, and whence they marched 
up the lake, the British on the west side, the Germans on 
the east side and the artillery still on the lake with the com- 
manding officers. Cautiously they ai^oeached the famous 
old French fort, where Ethan Allen two years before, had, 
as he was wont to do, mixed his patriotism and such re- 
ligion as he had, when he demanded De-la-Place's sword. 

This caution, however, was unnecessary. Somebody 
had blundered. St. Qair, the commander, did not fed 
himself sufficiently strong to maintain it, though it was 
well provided with stores and ammunition, and when he 
looked out and saw the red coats and some mounted brass 
pieces looking right down into the fort from Mount De- 
fiance, on the south, he planned a night retreat into Ver- 
mont. This would have been successful but somebody 
blundered again, and a burning house on Mount Independ- 
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ence, on the Vermont side of the lake, lit up the scene 
and told the enemy of the hasty flight of our troops. 

The light infantry of Frazer was soon set in motion 
in pursuit, with the Germans, who had come down on the 
Vermont side of the lake, following close after. Two 
days later in the morning the battle was joined, at break- 
fast time, in Hubbardton. It was a sad though brave 
affair. St. Clair had already made good his escape to 
Castleton, by way of Hubbardton, sending the sick and 
woundeid and so much of his baggage and provisions 
by water to Skenesboro, as he was able to get away in his 
hurry. When he passed through Hubbardton, he left be- 
hind him three regiments to collect the stragglers and those 
delayed for any cause, saying he would keep within a mile 
and a half of them. Francis, Warner and Hale were in 
charge of these men. 

For three hours eight hundred men maintained a gal- 
lant and stubborn resistance against the picked soldiers of 
Burgoyne's army, in superior numbers, led by the intrepid 
Frazer, and the victory was almost theirs when the sound 
of psalm-singing voices, in a language they knew not, rose 
above the din of battle. It was the Germans under Gen- 
eral Riedesel. The day was by these soon decided. Our 
brave Francis had fallen in the battle — Hale had disap- 
peared with his whole regiment — later all were taken pris- 
oners — ^Warner bore the brunt of the fight so long as he 
could and then is said to have issued the unusual order — 
"Take to the woods and meet me at Manchester." Thus 
met face to face for the first time troops that in a few 
weeks would meet again under reversed conditions, but they 
little dreamed of such a thing then. And thus the name 
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of Warner, the pride of his neighbors and the dread of 
his foes, first became known to the Baron. He was a stal- 
wart son of the soil — this Warner — though not bom in 
Vermont's territory. An ardent lover of nature in her 
wildest as well as more soothing moods, and had been 
early admitted to her confidences as with gun and rod he 
sought the speckled beauty in the streams, or hunted the 
wild beast in his lair, or with spade and pickaxe gathered 
the simples used in his father's profession, in the homes 
of sickness, among the pioneers. At the breaking out of 
boundary differences he had naturally cast in his lot with 
his own and become one of the foremost in Vermont's 
Robin Hood days. No wonder he was popular and fol- 
lowed with blind devotion by his neighbors when they had 
chosen him to lead them. 

But we must go back to the lake. The defenders of 
the fort had thrown a boom across the lake to prevent 
the enemy's ships from going above Ticonderoga. Like 
similar devices, employed on the Hudson and elsewhere, 
the force of the enemy's vessels soon broke down this im- 
pediment and in the exultation of the moment were in full 
pursuit of the ships and batteaux of the flying Conti- 
nentals. 

Overtaken soon near Skenesboro, these were neces- 
sarily destroyed by the Americans, to save them, and they 
made as good a retreat as possible to the block house, called 
Fort Anne. Thither Burgoyne bent on annihilating, by one 
grand blow, the little band he affected to despise, sent Col. 
Hill, with a regiment of British veterans over five hundred 
strong. But he being fooled by a pretending deserter, whom 
he met on the way, into believing that Fort Anne was 
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Strongly guarded, lay on his arms and sent back for more 
assistance. Our men, learning this, sallied forth at once 
and were almost in possession of the victory, when a sur- 
prise from the woods, a flank attack by Indians, with their 
fiendish cries, coupled with the knowledge that reinforce- 
ments from Burgoyne were doubtless near at hand, led our 
Col. Long and his Spartan band to withdraw and, burning 
the block house called Fort Anne> or attempting to, for it 
was only partially consumed, they made good their escape 
to Fort Edward. But, it must be added, in a trifle more than 
a month the Americans again occupied this position never 
more to give it up. The British troops who never retreat, 
however — Col. Hill and the reinforcing party — went back 
to Skenesborp, now Whitehall. 

It was rather a tame ending for Burgoyne's scheme 
of annihilation. But, I fancy he thought the rebels so well 
scattered and so well scared, it was just as well, for even 
when the glorious news of the fall of Ticonderoga reached 
King George, he is said to have burst into his wife's apart- 
ments, in his enthusiasm, with the exclamation, ''I have 
beaten all the Americans." Henry B. Dawson says : "That 
was where Burgoyne began to be beaten, was indeed 
morally undone." 

Thus we have seen Burgoyne brought up to the point, 
step by step, where a hardier man than he, might be ex- 
cused, if he lost his head. "The fool of fortune," as an- 
other has said, "whose favors he neither knew how to 
deserve when offered him, nor how to compel when with- 
held." 

Let the conditions to which his planning and successes 
had brought him speak for themselves. The deserters and 
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Stragglers from Hubbardton and Fort Anne had carried 
exaggerated accounts to every quarter of the sparsely set- 
tled lands adjoining the lake and beyond. Settlers were 
fleeing their cabins and little pitches in the woods, for 
places farther south. Burgoyne's agents were tampering 
with and in some cases overthrowing their loyalty. Some 
put themselves under British protection and the red flag 
or cap or mark of a Tory was in evidence. Scores more 
fled across the mountains, spreading consternation as they 
went. Burgoyne and his Indians were expected guests at 
almost every fireside within reach. And the memory of 
those days remained a terror inspirer for years; mothers 
using it as a threat to quiet rebellious or unwilling children. 
Many of those who were with the patriot army felt it their 
first duty to return to their families for their protection. 

By a message from Warner to the convention sitting 
in Windsor on the great question of the formation of the 
State of Vermont, the news of the danger and the demand 
for help was conveyed — shortly succeeded by the news of 
the fall of Ticonderoga — ^and the panic seized them. They 
were only held in leash by the elements. A thunderstorm 
was presiding at the accouchement of baby Vermont. A 
most fitting midwife for her who was conceived in the 
stress of local boundary strife, and bom amid the throes 
of a nation's struggle for the right to be, yes, bom to a 
nation's stature herself, until she should reach through 
herculean struggle beyond the age when the Hebrew lad 
was admitted to citizenship. 

But the young state and all to the eastward, were prac- 
tically without military defense. General Schuyler, in 
charge of operations in the nortii, did not believe the enemy 
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would come this way, and when apprized of our defenseless 
condition had replied, "He had forgotten about that" 
Warner, however, had not forgotten and he writes again 
to the convention, that, "He should be glad if a few hills 
of com unhoed should not be a motive sufficient to detain 
men at home." This prior to the fall of Ticonderoga. He 
never got there himself — ^though he did get to Hubbardton, 
as we have seen. 

Following Hubbardton and Fort Anne, Burgoyne sent 
Riedesel to Castleton to give the impression that his real 
intent was the subjugation of New England, and so keep 
the New Englanders back from carrying succor to Schuy- 
ler. His presence there encouraged the would-be Tories 
and enabled him to gain much valuable information. It 
may be, at this time, he learned first of the little center of 
supplies at Bennington. It may be also that then his little 
nucleus began by accretion to take on the importance later 
attached to it. General Riedesel soon learned what was 
going on, and suggested a diversion ; to put an end to this 
activity. He also saw the fine horses belonging to our 
thrifty settlers and coveted them, for his own unmounted 
dragoons. But Burgoyne had troubles of his own then. 

Burgoyne now had two routes open to him for reach- 
ing Fort Edward and the Hudson. He could go by the way 
of this Fort Anne, he had so easily won, or he could go back 
to Fort Ticonderoga, establish his base there, and proceed 
by Lake George to Fort Edward and the Hudson. This 
was by far the better route, but he chose the other. As 
he said, "For fear going back would dispirit his soldiers." 

From Skenesboro to Fort Edward was a hard road at 
best, but especially hard, when every rod of the way must 
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be cleared of heavy trees felled by our boys to fill the wa- 
ters, or block the ways. But the British army had to go 
over this road their enemies had made all but impassable, 
while the provisions and baggage and stores of other kinds 
were carried around by Lake George and thus transferred 
to the needs of the workers in forest and morass and by 
the way. Now was discovered the g^eat need of those 
wagons and horses promised from Canada, and of those 
men fitted for such tasks as were just now in exigency, 
which had never materialized. Do the best they could they 
could hardly get more than four days' provisions ahead, for 
those who were toiling to make their way to Fort Edward. 
It was lucky for them that they had the people so badly 
scared. 

The Indians (and at this point a new increment of 
them joined Burgoyne's army from the still more savage 
Ottawas) were employed in this r^on to intimidate and 
capture where they could, but needed to be handled with 
care, for they were headstrong and irrepressible as well as 
irresponsible. They exacted full toll from the British, for 
all they contributed. At length they went the limit, and 
in the wanton murder of beautiful Miss McRea, drew down 
on their heads the censure of the General, though he dared 
not punish them. But they did more, they awakened all 
the resistance that could express itself on the part of the 
natives. Their hostility for the Tories was bound- 
less, for the Indians almost frenzy. Men came to the 
rescue whom no other call could reach. The appeal 
of the Council of Safety, sitting in the Catamount Tavern 
on the hill yonder, reached into Massachusetts and 
over beyond the Connecticut. "If we are driven back. 
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the invader will soon be at your doors; we are your 
buckler and shield. Our humble cabins are the bulwark 
of your happy firesides. But we can't do it alone. You 
must help us or we and you later perish." 

To this pitiful appeal, the presiding officer of the New 
Hampshire Assembly, John Langdon, addressing that body, 
made answer: "I have three thousand dollars in hard 
money, my plate I will pledge for as much more, I have 
seventy hogsheads of Tobago rum, which shall be sold for 
the most they will bring. They are at the service of the 
state. If we succeed I shall be remunerated, if not they 
will be of no use to me. We can raise a brigade and our 
friend Stark, who so nobly sustained the honor of our arms 
at Bunker Hill, may safely be entrusted with the command 
and we will check Burgojrne." This was like an electric 
thrill to that assembly, almost in despair, not knowing 
which way to turn for means. 

Colonel Stark who, stung with the injustice of the 
Congress in promoting junior officers over him, had re- 
tired to his saw-mill and farm, heard their appeal and re* 
plied he would undertake the job. He had, wisely or un- 
wisely, no confidence in the commander of the Northern 
Army, but he would enter young Vermont and hang upon 
the rear and flanks of the enemy, provided they gave him 
full authority to direct his own motions and he be account- 
able to no one but New Hampshire. They accepted his 
terms. Men flocked to his standard, as they had always 
done, and he was soon on the way to Manchester, and in 
a few days was rendezvoused less than three miles west of 
the then Bennington village, while he counselled with War- 
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ner and the Council of Safety sitting in the Catamount 
Tavern. 

Meanwhile, on the enemies' side, General Riedesel had 
rejoined the main army at Fort Edward, and all had moved 
forward to the point where the Battenkill flows into the 
Hudson. At this point Burgoyne bethought himself of 
the advice of Greneral Riedesel and requested him to make 
out a plan of his suggestion that a diversion be made to- 
ward the Connecticut river. This was not exactly Gen- 
eral Riedesel's intent, nor was it now in his mind as feasible 
a thing as it had been before, but he obeyed as he was in 
duty bound, insisting, so far as he might, that if such 
diversion be made, it be simply for the purpose of check- 
ing the uprising apparent to the eastward, for financing 
which, astute Ira Allen, Ethan's younger brother, had 
worked out a scheme of sequestration. This in itself were 
an original and interesting theme, but I dare not delay. 

Burgoyne had not forgotten his long ago plan of a 
sally toward the Connecticut and Boston. He knew Rie- 
desel's dragoons wanted horses ; he had promised them. He 
also wanted wagons and horses and provisions and Pro- 
vincials, for the weakening of his main body by the giving 
up of a few regulars here and there for guards, at the 
points made up to the present, the slowness of the en- 
feebled provision trains in catching up with him from a 
base of supplies now farther and farther behind him, the 
watchfulness of his enemy in preventing forage and pro- 
visions falling into his hands all made it important that 
something be done. He was persuaded that the inhabitants 
this way would not be hostile to him in the main, but if 
some of them were, he was tempted by the fallacious rea- 
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soning that if he could keep the New England troops at 
home, it would leave St. Leger freer to make his proposed 
march down the Mohawk. He reflected that he could 
throw General Frazer across the Hudson to keep Schuyler's 
attention busy and prevent Arnold's carrying succor either 
to right or left. He could please the Germans by mount- 
ing their dragoons, always a desirable thing. He could 
provide himself with stores and beef cattle, supposed to be 
in this vicinity, though on the 13th, Deputy Commissioner 
Tichenor drove a large body of these cattle to Albany. Of 
this he knew nothing however. This move successful 
would enable him, if he should so decide, to cut loose from 
his supplies at the rear and to push Frazer forward for a 
rapid run to Albany. So expecting nothing else, but an 
easy victory if fight they must, and a profitable excursion 
in any case, and with General Riedesel's suggestion as a 
basis, he planned an excursion on paper to Arlington, Man* 
Chester, over the mountain to Rockingham, down the Con- 
necticut and back again by the main road to Albany, per- 
haps covering his real design. 

This would in some sense enable him to do what he 
had always wanted to do and not offend against his posi- 
tive orders from London. It was to go into a reputed 
Tory stronghold; it promised everything desirable and 
oflFered very little that was undesirable. On paper it was 
a brilliant coup. Had it worked out as planned it would 
have passed for the stroke of the campaign. 

These orders were given in detail and great complete- 
ness to Lieutenant-Colonel Baum of General Riedesel's 
command, to execute and he was set on his way with a 
corps of Riedesel's unmounted dragoons as a nucleus, a 
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company of sharpshooters, a corps of Provincials, a body 
of Canadian rangers, one hundred and fifty Indians and 
two cannon, with Handu artillerists. He had not gone 
far when he was overhauled and ordered to get to Arling- 
ton by the way of Bennington, where it was reported, 
there was a storehouse of provision and cattle and wheel 
carriages. There was also a Council of Safety sitting 
there and only a few raw militia to defend the place. 
The outcome mig^t be more than he even dared to hope. 
He hadn't much respect for our peasant soldiers. Baum 
too had imbibed the contempt of his master for these 
same soldiers, in their hunting shirts and armed only with 
their fowling pieces. His first advance met with nothing 
more difficult than poor roads and ignorance of the way. 

Burgoyne, however, for some reason, possibly the lack 
of enthusiasm of his advisers in this move, or, it may be 
native caution, made expected success doubly sure by pro- 
viding a support in the nature of Colonel Breyman's regi- 
ment of Grerman troops to follow at a moment's notice, and 
retired to ponder on the glory which this stroke would add 
to his expedition, and count up the horses and provisions 
he expected as a result. So confident was he of a suc- 
cessful outcome, that on the i6th, the very day of the bat- 
tle, a bridge had been thrown across the Hudson, and the 
army received orders to proceed on their march to Albany 
the following morning. That bridge was washed away be- 
fore they were ready for that. The elements were no 
Tories. 

It was too bad to waken him so early, but he had to be 
told, despite the encouraging despatches Baum had sent 
him, thus far on the way, that there were many more men 
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at Bennington than he supposed and his eight hundred 
could not cope with them. Word was sent to Breyman 
to march at once. He was slow about getting off. Slower 
about his advance, lost his way and finally reached his 
destination only to find Baum and all his men in the hands 
of the rebels, those despised farmers. They had not 
thought of meeting both Stark and Warner here, one were 
enough, but when we add to both of these some thousand 
more, every one of whom Stark's own words called, "The 
equal of an Alexander or a Charles the 12th," they had 
nothing to do after fighting bravely, but lay down their 
arms, and fiy as well and as fast as many of them could. 
That about one thousand of them never returned to Bur- 
goyne's army was little less than disastrous to his plan. 
It was really his undoing. 

There is not time to go into the details of this battle, 
so familiar. Stark said: "In this action I think we have 
returned the enemy a proper compliment for their Hubbard- 
ton engagement." But what Burgo)me thought about it is 
more to our point. 

Following Breyman's departure frcwn the camp, upon 
his orders to succor Baum, Burgoyne had crossed the Bat- 
tenkill and advanced along the way to give aid, if neces- 
sary. He had not heard from St. Leger at Fort Stanwix 
as yet. But he heard from him soon. It was too late. He 
too, was on the rim defeated and outdone. Amtdd had sent 
succor there despite Burgoyne's reasoning. Two such de- 
cided reverses rarely fall out of a clear sky on one man 
within so short a time of each other. He felt that, right 
and left, he was beset and behind too, and he was right, 
for he soon found that Vermont troops were harassing 
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him on flank and in rear. His base of supplies was in 
danger. The forts he had taken and magazines he had 
planted were either retaken or threatened. He heard 
nothing from the succor he was to receive from the front, 
and on which all this movement so greatly depended. He 
was learning that no dependence could be placed on the 
Indians, and little on the Provincials. Indeed, the mislead- 
ing encouragement he had received from their leaders had 
cost him dear on this Bennington diversion. 

But even all this was not the worst of it, bad as it was. 
The aflfair at Bennington had been like the harbinger of 
a glorious sunrise to the country. Washington had written 
to Schuyler in the dark days just before, "That our af- 
fairs for some days past have worn a dark and gloomy 
aspect, I yet look forward to a fortunate and happy change. 
I trust General Burgoyne's army will meet sooner or later 
an effectual check and that the success he has had will 
precipitate his ruin. From your accotmts he appears to 
be pursuing that line of conduct, which, of all others, is 
most favorable to us. I mean acting in detachment. Could 
we be so happy as to cut off one of these, supposing it 
would not exceed four, five or six hundred men it would 
inspirit the people and do away with much of their pres- 
ent anxiety." This was July 22d. He did not designate 
any dates, but Bennington responded by cutting off double 
that number on the i6th of August and on the 22d, St 
Leger started back for Oswego, leaving everything be- 
hind him, even his tents standing and the artillery in the 
trenches. When Washington heard of it — Bennington — 
he regarded it as deciding the fate of Burgo3me and dis- 
missed from his mind all further anxiety about this in- 
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vasion. Madam Riedesel, in her account of the aflfair — 
you know she accompanied her husband in this campaign 
and so did several others of the officers' wives — ^"Why! 
They thought this expedition only a kind of pleasure ex- 
cursion when they began it, hence brought their families 
along," but by this time, she was inferring diflferently, and 
says: "By Baum's failure the army was prevented from 
advancing. This unforttmate affair caused a sudden cessa- 
tion of all our operations. Our boats, provisions, in fact 
nothing was received from Fort George. The army there- 
fore could not advance further and the despondent spirits 
of the enemy became so elated that its army grew daily 
stronger. Its number which at the beginning of August 
did not exceed four or five thousand strong — ^meaning by 
that, Schuyler's entire force — ^now increased to between 
fourteen and twenty thousand." While her husband in 
a letter to Charles of Bnmswick, his ruler, explaining the 
affair, denied that he advised it, but pathetically includes 
in his report, the fact that "of the dragoons who left here 
one hundred and fifty men strong, only seven returned." 
And a German correspondent from Riedesel's army writes 
to friends at home: "This affair was to us a severe blow. 
It caused us to halt in the midst of a successful march. 

The magazine at Bennington escaped our outstretched 
hands, and we were obliged to fall back upon our stores 
of flour and salt meat, stored at Fort George. 

It was August, the hottest time of the year. The 
dysentery was also causing fearful havoc among us, and 
notwithstanding it all, we were obliged to work like beav- 
ers, since the very life of our army depended upon it. 
Enough time was gained by the enemy, by their lucky coup 
at Bennington, to allow three brigades to join them. 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 THB VBRMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The farmers left their plows, the Wacksmiths their 
anvil, the shoemakers, tailors, etc., their several vocations, 
and came as volunteers. Meanwhile General Arnold was 
sent against Colonel St. Leger, who was on the point of 
capturing Fort Stanwix, while the report that our en- 
tire army had been defeated at Bennington caused him to 
raise the siege and return to Oswego." 

But to Burgojme it was the saddest Wow. In his de- 
fense he says: "The circumstances of the action at Ben- 
nington established a yet more melancholy conviction of 
the fallacy of any dependence upon supposed friends. The 
noble Lord Germain has said that I never despaired of the 
campaign before the affair at Bennington — ^that I had no 
doubt of gaining Albany, in as short a/ time as the army, 
in due condition of supply, could accomplish the march. I 
acknowledge the truth of the assertions in their fullest ex- 
tent, all my letters at the time show it. I will go further 
and in one sense apply with the noble Lord the epithet 
'fatal' to the affair at Bennington. The knowledge I ac- 
quired of the professors of loyalty was 'fatal,' and put an 
end to every expectation from enterprise, unsustained by 
dint of force. It would have been excess of frenzy to have 
trusted for sustenance to the plentiful region of Albany. 
Had the march thither been unopposed, the enemy finding 
the British army unsupplied, would only have had to com- 
pel the Tories to drive off the cattle and destroy the com 
and the capitulation of Albany instead of Saratoga must 
have followed." In these last words we have a frank 
admission of the workings of the brave General's mind. 
At Bennington he was convinced of that which he 
had refused to believe before, that not only were the 
Indians no use, but a detriment to him, but that his 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE UNDOING OF BURGOYNB 91 

hitherto cherished hope, that he might expect something 
from those we called Tories was an ignis fatuus — a pipe 
dream. To find that out was, under the conditions, to find 
that his days were numbered, no matter where the end 
came. He was reduced in numbers, not over thirty-five 
hundred or four thousand effective men crossing the Hud- 
son with him. He was deserted, as we have seen, by his 
Indians and most of his Canadians and Provincials. He 
heard nothing from the south and report from St. Leger 
only hightened the gloom. There were only three days* 
provisions, short allowance, on hand. He was beset on 
his flanks, his depots behind him were also beset by men 
released from guarding stores here. The army ahead was 
daily growing in numbers. You say, he delayed nearly a 
month I He had to, failing in the supply he expected from 
Bennington and vicinity. He must bring it up from the 
rear as best he could, lacking both horses, wagons and men. 
Do you ask why didn't he make another attempt in this 
region, as might have been expected? He tells us himself 
in words that meanf even more than they say. The great 
bulk of the country is undoubtedly with the Congress and 
adds: "The Hampshire Grants in particular, a country 
impeopled and almost unknown in the last war, now abounds 
in the most active and rebellious race on the continent, and 
hangs like a gathering storm on my left." 

Burgoyne had now fair proof that hunting shirts and 
shot guns might have heart enough back of them to storm 
entrenched foes, and drive from their breastworks the tried 
warriors of countries that made a trade of war and trafficked 
in such murderers; that they who have been stung to the 
quick by insult heaped upon insult, and threat added to 
threat, could and would defend their wives and little ones, 
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their homes and firesides against all the minions of the 
King. 

But he was in a sore dilenmia, there was the order, 
perhaps the garter, awaiting him if he went on, probably 
the royal displeasure, possibly prison or a gibbet, if he went 
back. He had said, "This army never retreats," and good 
reason for it now. Lincoln, (though he joined Gates) 
with Warner and his men, was with others, between him 
and his Canadian embarking place. General Riedesel ad- 
vised him to try it. Frazer was for advancing — ^he did not 
know that he was going to his death. Phillips was non- 
committal. They crossed the Hudson. They hoped for an 
attack from Gates, who now had superseded Schuyler in 
command. Gates knew as well as Burgoyne that he, Bur- 
goyne, was on his last legs, and that he had only to bide 
his time, when he should receive his sword. Burgoyne, de- 
feated already, delayed, hesitating to hear the doomful 
word. He put up a bold front at Freeman's Farms and 
then delayed some more. Then backed up a little, then 
engaged the foe again, or had to, albeit with the despera- 
tion of despair, and then trying a ruse was outwitted, and 
fled in the night, only to run up against Stark once more, 
in possession of the ford that he must cross to reach Port 
Edward. Then changing his plan he proposed to continue 
on the west side of the river, and, reaching another ford 
above, return, but learned that some of these same Hamp- 
shire Grants men, he so much dreaded, had possession, 
and there was nothing to do but capitulate, which he did, 
and the glorious army, which nine thousand strong had 
sailed up the lake in all the glory of June, now that the 
autumn frosts had touched the leaves, with bared heads 
laid down their arms at Saratoga, some distance from Al- 
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bany, and took up their enforced march for Boston, as 
Burgoyne had all along wanted to do, under other con- 
ditions. 

Now what did it all mean? The results of this vic- 
tory at Bennington can scarcely be overestimated. It was 
due to this, that the numbers of the British forces which 
could fight on the west side of the Hudson, were less by 
at least a thousand, probably fifteen or eighteen hundred, 
than they would have been, and of a body of men, of 
many of whom Burgoyne said to Baum, "Always bear in 
mind that your corps is too valuable to let any consider- 
able loss be hazarded." It was due to this, that they had 
to fight hungry, when they did fight, and surrender at dis- 
cretion. While the knowledge was gradually percolating 
their intelligence that even New England peasants with 
their fowling pieces and scarcely a bayonet could and 
would storm intrenchments, against chosen men from all 
the British regiments, a thing not known before, and, 
moreover win the victory, — a defeated army over a body 
of veterans flushed with a series of successes. It was in- 
spiration indeed for the anxious Continentals. Men of all 
classes flocked to the standard of the Congress. The 
Provincials in Burgoyne's army, the Canadians and the 
Indians slunk away. "The latter scalped no more after 
Bennington." "Mount your dragoons and send me thir- 
teen hundred horses, seize Bennington, Council of Safety 
and all. Cross the mountains, try the affections of the 
country, take Iwstages, meet me a fortnight hence at 
Albany," ordered Burgo)me — ^"Aye, Aye, Sir," responded 
Baum. He writes on the head of a barrel that it is being 
done. He sends back for more help in a few hours. A 
few more hours and he is dying in the humble cottage of 
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a Vermont peasant, his troops on the way to Massachu* 
setts and his Provincials led two by two with rope attach- 
ments, to the meeting house on the Green in Old Benning- 
ton, prisoners. "Thus," says the Connecticut Courant of 
the day, "was the seed sown of all the laurels Gates reaped 
during the campaign." This achievement of Stark em- 
boldened the Green Mountain rangers to infest and break 
up Burgoyne's communications with his depots of pro- 
visions, and threw them into a month of practically en- 
forced idleness, so far as active operations were concerned, 
from August isth to September 19th, and in the end pre- 
vented, as we have seen, his escape to Canada. 

False rumors flew thick and fast at the time, as at 
all such times, but they added to the conditions which 
compelled Burgoyne's surrender. They were at the out- 
come of this battle. Professor Butler says: "A hand bill 
was published in Boston within a week, with an exag- 
gerated account of Stark's victory. The criers announced 
it on the streets and the church bells pealed it from their 
belfries. By skillful use of the same, Fort Stanwix saw 
its besiegers no more, and the announcement that Bur- 
goyne had been taken at Stillwater was only by a short 
time premature. Bennington was indeed, "fatal!" 

Nor is this all, the colonies thought they saw Bur- 
goyne's finish in this defeat, yes, even the King's ultimate 
defeat, no less so did our friends abroad, for we had them 
in England and on the continent. At least, it was plain 
if England was to crush the rebellion over here they must 
fight a continent, which would rob its cradles and its graves 
before it would give in. Lord North, as another has 
said, "owned it and grieved in his blind old age, that he 
had not followed his convictions." Edmund Burke was 
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for making terms at any price when Saratoga had shaken 
hands with Bennington. Charles Fox said : "The ministers 
knew as little how to make peace as war." The Duke of 
Richmond and the historian Gibbon, both of whom had 
cast their votes hitherto against us, now agreed that 
America was lost, while the King of France told Frank- 
lin, who had long been suing at his doors for aid, that 
a fleet should soon sail for our shores to stay with us until 
the war was done, thus gaining for us, at once, recognition 
as a nation and the moral and naval support of the first 
military power in Europe. England now practically g^ve 
up the case as lost. Her military policy underwent an in- 
stant change. She no more undertook to over-awe those 
despised colonists, by armies with Indian allies like a free- 
booting band marching through our land. 

Howe was withdrawn from Philadelphia. A plan was 
proposed to grant the colonists all they had asked for, but 
independence. Commissioners were sent with this propo- 
sition. It was too late. The Fourth of July had passed 
into history. 

King George and the ministry had to visit their wrath 
on somebody. Lord George Germain was credited with 
the error that failed to notify General Howe, of the plan, 
so that he could co-operate with Burgoyne. But Bur- 
goyne was made a scapegoat. He sought redress at the 
hands of Parliament, after the King refused to see him. 
Even there he was shabbily treated, and must needs publish 
his defense to the world. By this we learn that the points 
for which they chiefly blamed him were the attempt on 
the Bennington storehouse, and the foolhardiness of cross- 
ing the Hudson afterward. Thus we see that Bennington 
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was thought, even in London, to be his undoing, as it also, 
by precipitating his surrender, caused a change in the fu- 
ture conduct of the war, as we have noted, increasing the 
number of our friends, and dividing the counsels of the 
enemy. 

It was four years, it is true, before Comwallis, on the 
plain of Yorktown, followed Burg03me's example at Sara- 
toga, but "The handwriting on the wall" was put there at 
that time, and little Vermont, herself, at the time of the 
battle having hardly opened her eyes, consequently needing 
the assistance of Massachusetts, in part her mother, and 
New Hampshire an older sister and, in a sense, a foster 
mother, did well to come back to the borders of her cradle, 
while she showed to the world what she could do, and 
would do even in infancy, for the cause of true liberty. 

It was to mark this event that these three states, 
one hundred years later, honored themselves, while they 
strove to perpetuate history, by erecting hard by the site 
of that old storehouse, whose very shape and construction 
is now well nigh forgotten, what to some eyes is the most 
noteworthy battle monument in the world. And though 
it was some years before she was permitted to become a 
corporate part of that little sisterhood which then com- 
posed the United States, she was invited at length, and I 
hesitate not to say on the fields of war, diplomacy, and 
legislation has since rendered as good account of herself as 
she did in those days when her forests and lake were the 
highway of an invading army, and she an infant in 
swaddling clothes. 
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The State Capitol Pictures 

The earlier photograph of the Vermont State Capitol 
taken in 1856 or prior is the only known reproduction 
taken by a camera of the building before its destruction. 
The picture was taken at the comer of School and Elm 
streets and the occasion is unknown. The congregation of 
men in tall hats would indicate some unusual gathering 
but what it may have been cannot now be learned. 

The building with a tower between the Capitol and the 
camera is the old school building in which Admiral George 
Dewey obtained his early education and this also is the only 
known photograph of the "Admiral Dewey school house" 
with the tower attached. 

The second photograph is from a daguerreotype taken 
in the early months of 1857 and is the only known impres- 
sion of a camera taken of "the second State House" at close 
range. The picture was made by Watson & Currier of 
Montpelier and was presented to the Society by Horatio N. 
Taplin of Washington, D. C. 

No better description of the erection of the second 
State Capitol can be given than the following taken verbatim 
from Zadock Thompson's History of Vermont : 

"When Montpelier was made the Capital of the state, 
the inhabitants of the town and vicinity erected a State 
House, and gave it to the state. At the date of its erection, 
it was well adapted to the purpose of legislation, but as the 
state rapidly increased in population it was found after 
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some years to be inadequate to the increasing wants of the 
legislature. Various propositions were made at successive 
sessions of the legislature to enlarge the building, but with- 
out eflFect. At the session of 183 1, the attention of the 
members of the legislature was drawn to the subject of a 
new state house, by a design for one, made by Ammi B. 
Young, architect, and exhibited at Montpelier at that time. 
The design was much admired, and the legislature passed 
a resolution authorizing the appointment of a committee to 
receive proposals fr<xn the several towns in the state, to 
build a new state house, sufficiently commodious for all the 
purposes of state legislation, and to rqx)rt to the next legis- 
lature. The Hon. Ezra Meech, Robert Temple, Allen 
Wardner, and Timothy Hubbard, Esqrs., were appointed 
said committee. This committee reported to the legislature 
at the session of 1832, that the citizens of Burlington had 
proposed to erect a state house at that place at a cost of 
$30,000, provided that town should be made the capital of 
the state; that the inhabitants of Montpelier and vicinity 
had proposed to give $15,000 towards a new state house, to 
be erected on or near the site of the old one, at a cost of at 
least $30,000; the above were the only proposals made. 
When the subject came before the legislature, it received a 
full and careful examination, and, in consequence, an act 
was passed, dated Nov. 8, 1832, 'authorizing the erection of 
a state house at Montpelier,' and making an appropriation 
of $15,000 therefor, provided the inhabitants of Montpelier 
should guaranty to the state, the payment of an additional 
sum of $15,000 towards the object. The act authorized 'the 
governor to appoint three suitable persons as a committee 
to fix on a place in Montpelier for erecting said state house. 
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and to prq)are plan for the same/ and to 'appoint some 
suitable person, or persons, as a committee to superintend 
the erection of said state house, agreeably to the plan 
adopted by the committee aforesaid.' The Hon. Samuel C. 
Crafts, Hon. Allen Wardner, and George T. Hodges, Esq., 
were appointed the first committee, and the Hon. Lebbeus 
Egerton was appointed to superintend the building. 

The committee met at Montpelier and organized, but, 
before making much progress in their duties, they decided 
to visit Concord, N. H., Boston, Mass., Hartford and New 
Haven, Conn., in company with Ammi B. Young, the 
architect, whom they had employed to make their plans, for 
the purpose of examining the state houses in those places, 
and ascertaining what improvements had been made in such 
buildings up to that time. They were also accompanied by 
Gov. Egerton, the superintendent. After a full examina- 
tion, and deliberation upon the subject, they adopted a plan 
designed and drawn by Mr. Young, which accorded with 
their views, and which appeared to be admirably and con- 
veniently arranged for the purposes of legislation ; they de- 
cided that the building should be located about 250 feet to 
the north west of the old state house, in order to allow a 
spacious yard and grounds in front, and that, so far as pos- 
sible, the exterior should be of Barre dark granite. The 
roof and dome were to be covered with copper and every 
part constructed in the most perfect and substantial manner ; 
but, as they did not feel warranted in directing a greater 
expense for the building than $60,000, without some further 
legislative action on the subject, they decided on a finish 
that would not exceed that sum, and made out a report to 
the next l^slature, recommending the adoption of an im- 
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proved finish for the building-, and more in accordance with 
their views, but which would make the cost of the building 
about $84,000. 

The superintendent entered on his duties in February, 
1833, at Montpelier, and engaged Mr. Young-, the architect 
who drew the plans, &c. to superintend the carrjring of them 
into execution. All the necessary contracts for lumber, 
brick, stone, labor, &c. were made during* the winter, and 
April ist, 1833, the excavations for the foundations, site, 
&c., were commenced. The foundations of the building 
lie entirely on a ledge of rocks, which in some places had 
to be removed to the depth of 25 feet to afford the proper 
level, and in others was so low as to require a wall of rough 
stone work of 20 feet in height. The work was pursued 
with vigor through the season, yet owing to the immense 
labor of removing the ledge of rocks for the site, only the 
foundations were laid and in condition to receive the ham- 
mered granite, most of which, for the body of the building, 
was wrought and delivered. The lumber for the building 
was also delivered, and every thing in connection with the 
business progressed with the utmost harmony and satisfac- 
tion. When the report of the committee, who prepared the 
plans for the building, came before the legislature at their 
session in 1833, the subject had another full and perfect 
examination; the doings of the committee were approved, 
and directions given to have all their views carried out in 
the most perfect manner, and another appropriation of 
$20,000 was made towards the object. During the next 
season the walls of the building were erected, the frame of 
the roof put on, and further excavations on the site carried 
on. The legislature in the fall made another appropriation 
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of $25,000 for the object, and during the succeeding^ season 
the works were carried on with activity, and good progress 
made towards finishing the interior. In the fall of 1835 
the legislature appropriated 'the further sum of $30,000 
towards completing and furnishing the house, graduating 
the yard and making a fence around it.' During the season 
of 1836, the building was mostly completed except the 
portico: the several halls and rooms were in part furnished 
with good and appropriate furniture, so that at their fall 
session, the l^slature were enabled to occupy it, but owing 
to a misunderstanding between the superintendent and 
architect in relation to the design for finishing the yard 
and grounds, little or nothing was done in relation to them 
during that season. 

At the session of 1836, the l^slature decided, that the 
services of the superintendent might be dispensed with, and 
passed an act making it 'the duty of the governor to appoint 
some suitable person duly qualified as an architect, to super- 
intend the completion of the state house, and to procure 
such additional furniture as may be needed to furnish the 
same, to lay out and finish the yard and grounds around the 
house, and who shall supersede the committee heretofore 
appointed' to superintend the erection of said house, 'and 
fulfil and perform all the duties incumbent on said commit- 
tee.' Agreeably to the provisions of the said act, the governor 
appointed Ammi B. Young, Esq. (the architect who had 
made all the plans and superintended their execution) to 
that office. The l^slature made another appropriation of 
$25,000 to carry on the work the next year, during which the 
building was all completed and furnished, and the grounds 
and yard nearly finished. At their session of 1837, the 
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legislature made a further appropriation of $3,500 to com- 
plete the yard and grounds, and previous to the session of 
1838 the whole was finished, having been about syi years 
in its erection. On the settlement with the superintendent, 
it was found that the building, grounds, yard, furniture, 
&c. had cost the sum of $132,077.23, from which deduct 
the $15,000 paid by Montpclier, leaves $117,077.23 as the 
sum paid by the state; this deducted from $118,500, the 
whole amount appropriated, left in the treasury $1422.77 
of the appropriaticms not expended." 

In the evening of January 5, 1857, this building was 
destroyed by fire and the following from the Vermont 
Patriot and State Gazette of Jan. 9, 1857, is perhaps the 
best account : 

"The State House was burnt last (Tuesday) evening. 
Fire was discovered and alarms were sounded at about 7 
o'clock and long before 9 o'clock the wood-work of this 
magnificent and costly structure was in ruins. The firemen 
with usual promptness were at the scene of destruction — 
but owing to tfie intensity of the cold and the remoteness 
of water (the nearest being the river at the distance of 
some seventeen hundred feet) they could make no head 
against the flames. 

The hose almost immediately froze and were unservice- 
able. The multitude then attempted to disf umish the build- 
ing and succeeded in rescuing the library, pictures, statues, 
etc., but no human power could do more. So fierce was the 
fire that by eight o'clock the dome had fallen. 

The walls and massive pillars all being of granite with- 
stood the heat and are uninjured. 

All the while the wind blew powerfully from the north- 
west. An almost incredible shower of fire, when it is con- 
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sidered that our village was not entirely consumed, fell in 
every direction to the distance of a mile. Nothing- but 
snow upon the roofs of all the buildings saved us from 
terrible and promiscuous conflagration. 

Our citizens have cause for devout thankfulness to 
Providence that last night's calamity was not a thousand 
times greater. 

In the morning fire had been put into the furnaces to 
warm the House for the Constitutional Convention which 
was to convene on the day following, Wednesday. 

The fire caught from the flues and was first seen near 
the Speaker's Desk in the Representatives Hall. 

At that moment however fire was diffused between the 
ceilings and under the floors so extensively that no amount 
of water could check it. 

The Montpelier Fire Department is the best in the State 
and never did brave men work more earnestly than the 
members of it did on this occasion, many even worked after 
they were frozen in their clothing. 

The Capitol was erected in 1832-3-4 at a cost of about 
$140,000 and was one of the best and most elegant public 
structures in the Union. 

As the foundations which cost near $50,000 are not 
injured and as the walls remain perfect, a comparatively 
small sum will cover the repair, which may easily be done 
for the use of the next General Assembly." 

The "small sum which will cover the repair" mounted 
to over one hundred and ten thousand dollars and the loss 
to Vermont of valuable documents stored in the dome and 
elsewhere never has and never can be replaced. 

The third picture by Mr. Erodes was taken in 1909 
and shows an unusual view of the present building. 
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The Bennington Declaration For Freedom 

"Persuaded that the Salvation of the rights and liber- 
ties of America depend under God on the firm union of its 
inhabitants, in a vigorous prosecution of the measures 
necessary for its safety and convinced of the necessity of 
preventing the Anarchy and Q>nf usion which attend a dis- 
solution of the Powers of Government; we the freeholders 
and inhabitants of the town of Bennington, on the New 
Hampshire grants in the County of Albany and province of 
N. York being greatly alarmed at the avowed design of the 
Ministry to raise a revenue in America and shocked by the 
bloody scene now acting in the Massachusetts bay, do in 
the most solenm manner resolve never to bee Slaves; and 
do associate imder all the ties of religion, honour and love 
to our Country, do adopt and endeavor to Carry into execu- 
tion what ever Measures may be recommended by the Con- 
tinental Congress or resolved upon by our Provincial Con- 
vention for the purpose of preserving our Constitution and 
opposing the execution of Several arbitrary and oppressive 
acts of the British Parliament tmtil a reconciliation between 
Great Britain and America on Constitutional principles 
(which we most ardently desire) can be obtained and that 
we Will in all things follow the advice of our general Com- 
mittee Respecting the Purpose aforesaid, the preservation 
of Peace and Good Order and the Safety of Individuals 
and Private Property." 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 



THE VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



The signers were: 
Ebenezer Wood, 
Elijah Dewey, 
Nathan Clark, 
Benjamin Whipple, 
Jonathan Scott, Jr., 
Jeremiah Carpenter, 
Josiah Fuller, 
David Bates, 
Eleazer Harwood, 
Benjamin Hopkins, 
Thomas Jewett, 
Nathaniel Lawrence, 
Samuel Atwood, Jr., 
David Whipple, 
Cornelius Cady, 
Ephraim Wood, 
John Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
Ephraim Snrith, 
Samuel Atwood, 



Reuben Bass, 
Elisha Higgens, 
Grifiin Briggs, 
Jonathan Scott, 
Archelas Tupper, 
Nathan Clark, Jr., 
Stephen Hopkins, 
Josiah Brush, 
David Safford, 
Roswel Mosley, 
Samuel Montague, 
Gideon Spencer, 
Thomas Tupper, 
Lebbeus Armstrong, 
Samuel Blackmer, 
Cyrus Clark, 
Joseph SaiFord, 
Berijah Hulbert, 
Ithamar Hebard. 



The above document was presented to the Vermont 
Historical Society accompanied by the following letter: 

Haul Farm House. 
North Bennington, Vermont, Sept. 30, 1912. 
"Vermont Historical Society, 

Montpelier, Vt. 
Gentlemen: — 

Herewith enclosed you will find a document signed by 
a Committee and many of the inhabitants of Bennington 
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declaring that they resolved never to become slaves and 
associating- themselves together to defend their liberties. 

It is undated but bears internal evidence of having been 
put out early in 1775. That the resolve by the signers to 
defend their liberties was no empty boast is proved by their 
acts. 

Dewey fought as Captain in the Battle of Bennington 
and of the signers, Armstrong, Briggs, Cyrus Clark, Nathan 
Clark, Jr., Hebard, Higg^ns, Hulbert, Jewett, Mosley and 
Ephraim Smith fought under him, and Brush, David and 
Joseph Safford, Spencer and Archelas Tupper fought in 
Capt. Samuel Robinson's Company. The name of John 
Smith appears on the rolls of both companies in that battle. 
Both Atwoods, Blackmer, Fuller, both Hopkins, Lawrence, 
Montague, Jonathan Scott, Benjamin Whipple, both Woods, 
as well as many of those who fought tmder Dewey and 
Robinson at Bennington, went out on various alarms along 
the borders. Nathan Clark, Jr., Benjamin Hopkins and 
Archelas Tupper were killed, the first in the Battle of Ben- 
nington and Tupper while on a scout — ^it was the letter of 
r^ret for his death from the British commander which 
created such a disturbance in the American camp as is nar- 
rated by Ira Allen. 

Many of the others who from their advanced age or 
from some other cause did not take part in actual fighting, 
did their share in winning independence by their services in 

committees and in council 

Its history, so far as I know it, is brief. For many years it 
was in the Phil Hubbell house at Bennington Center and 
was given by Miss Gertrude Hubbell to George A. Robinson 
who recently sold it to a New York speculator, who put it 
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up with other papers and books at auction in New York, 
where I bought it. 

It gives me g^eat pleasure in behalf of my father John G. 
McCuUough, my uncle Frederic B. Jennings and myself to 
present the declaration to the Society. 
Respectfully yours, 

Hau, Park McCulix)ugh." 

This declaration against the tyranny of the government 
and forces of King George of Great Britain was signed by 
men of Vermont residing in and near Bennington at an 
early day. 

It is extremely imfortunate that it was not dated, but it 
is known to have been formulated in 1775. As to the month 
in that year in which it had birth we know that "our Provin- 
cial Convention" first convened on May 22, 1775. 

It is indeed true that this declaration may have been 
drawn up during the convening of that body but from the 
general tone of its wording and from an allusion it does not 
make it seems to have been done prior to the actual meeting 
of the Provincial Congress on May 22nd or of the Conti- 
nental Congress on May loth and thus antedated the twen- 
tieth day of May, 1775, the generally accepted date of the 
famous Mecklenberg Declaration in North Carolina. 

"The bloody scene now acting in Massachusetts bay" 
must have opened on April 19, 1775, at the battle of Lexing- 
ton, hence the document may be said to be subsequent to 
that date. 

But on the loth of May, 1775, occurred the taking of 
Ticonderoga by Ethan Allen and many other men of Ver- 
mont on the very shores of the "Grants." 
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This victory for the American colonies, which was the 
first lowering of the British flag was tremendous, instantly 
heralded and far reaching in its effect on the courage of our 
forces. 

The occasion was one of immediate and intense pride 
to Vermonters and all the facts were at once known and dis- 
cussed in Bennington not sixty miles away. Had this vic- 
tory occurred prior to the birth of the Benningtcm Declara- 
tion it seems almost impossible of belief that these men in 
this document should have ignored mention of this occur- 
rence within their own borders, hence the deduction is fairly 
drawn that it was signed between April 19th and May loth, 
1775, and before the actual convening of the Continental 
Congress on that date or of the "Provincial Convention" on 
May 22nd. 

Drawn up by men in the wilderness far removed at the 
time from the haunts of greater civilization and actual strife, 
it marks its true epoch in history. Incensed by the wrongs 
perpetrated against them and their countrymen they knew 
no fear in signing this paper and that their signatures were 
neither idle, meaningless or puerile is evidenced by the fact 
that at least twenty-seven of those thirty-nine men are 
known to have shouldered their muskets and gone forth to 
participate in the Battle of Bennington and other conflicts, 
some of them dying on the field of honor and all fighting 
for the welfare of civilization. 

A careful reading of the text of this Declaration should 
and does fill Vermonters with a just pride in the fact that 
THEIR forbears were among the very first to see their right 
to freed(Hn. 
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History of Vermont 

FOREWORD. 

Mr. Marcus D. Gilman states in his valuable work, 
"The Bibliography of Vermont" in regard to the work 
of Mr. Zadock Thompson: 

"We publish at the expense of the State of 
Vermont glowing eulogies upon our ephemeral 
politicians, such as members of Congress, etc., 
and upon our military heroes, as we call them, and 
yet the services of such a man as Mr. Thompson 
will endure in the grateful memory of succeeding 
generations long after the classes named have 
passed into oblivion and be remembered no more." 
2^dock Thompson's "History of Vermont" has been 
for years a standard work on the history of our State. This 
old leather bound book, now musty with age, has ever 
been an unfailing spring of information, bubbling with his- 
toric facts to delight the minds of the youth of the State. 
What a pleasure it was to many of us in our youth to 
read from its pages, yellowed with age, the history of our 
State. His accounts of the Indian depredations made the 
facts he records a living present ; and in fancy we saw the 
Indian skulking in our forests and heard his shrill war 
cry ring out in the calm of the night. His record of the 
heroes of the early days fired our hearts with a lo)ralty for 
the State and inspired us with a spirit of emulation. 
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As the compiler of this index has read the history 
written by Mr. Thompson, he has been impressed with the 
great wealth of historical facts stored in the pages of the 
work; and it is his desire that the index, herewith trans- 
mitted to the Society, will be of material assistance to the 
historian and the general reader and that it will make the 
history more useful for a ready work of reference. The 
compiler also wishes to acknowledge the valuable service 
rendered him by G. Harold Ellis, formerly of Northfield, 
for his assistance in the work. 

WiLUAM A. Eixis. 

East Orange, N. J., February a/, 1913. 

REVEREND ZADOCK THOMPSON, A. M. 

One of the ablest historians and naturalists of Ver- 
mont was the Rev. Zadock Thompson, bom in Bridge- 
water, Vermont, May 23, 1796, and son of Barnabas and 
Sarah (Fuller) Thompson. 

The Thompson family is of Welsh descent and trace 
their ancestry to John Thompson, (or Thomson) as he 
spelled his name, bom in the North of Wales in 1616. 
About 1636 he emigrated to America, settling at Plymouth, 
Mass. He was a capable carpenter and in company with 
Richard Church built the first framed meeting house in 
Plymouth, in 1637. He later removed to Sandwich where 
he purchased a farm. About 1640 he purchased a large 
tract of land of William Wetis-pa-quin, a sachem of the 
Neponset tribe of Indians, about thirteen miles west of 
Plymouth near the boundary lines of Bridgewater and 
Middleboro in what was then known as Rymouth, but now 
Halifax. Here he built his log cabin and cleared his farm. 
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He at once took a prominent part in the civic and business 
life of the new town. During King Philip's war he was 
active in the military service of the colony. He was 
commissioned lieutenant-commander of the forces from 
his town and is said to have repeatedly saved the settle- 
ment at Halifax and Middleboro from the attacks of the 
Indians through "his superior skill and well timed caution." 

Lieutenant Thompson became a prosperous farmer 
and was one of the most respected citizens of his town. 
He died in Halifax, June i6, 1696, and was buried in 
Middleboro. 

He married December 26, 1645, Mary Cooke, daughter 
of Francis Qx)ke, CHie of the "Pilgrim Fathers," who 
emigrated to Massachusetts in the Mayflower in 1620. 
Mrs. Thompson was bom in 1626 and died March 21, 1714. 
Eleven children were bom to Lieut John and Mary 
(Cooke) Thompson: i Adam, who died young. 2 John, 
bom in 1648,' niarried Mary Tinkham. 3 Mary, born 
in 1650, married Capt. Thomas Taber, and settled near 
Bedford, Mass. 4 Esther, bora July 28, 1652, married 
William Reed. 5 Elizabeth, bom Jan. 28, 1654, mar- 
ried Thomas Swift, and settled in Nobscusset. 6 Sarah, 
bom April 7, 1657, died unmarried. 7 Lydia, born 
Oct. 5, 1659, married James Soule. 8 Jacob, mentioned 
below. 9 Thomas, bora Oct. 19, 1664, married Mary Mor- 
ton. ID Peter, married Rebecca Sturtevant. 11 Mercy, 
bora in 1671, died April 19, 1756. Rev. 2^dock Thomp- 
son's line of descent from John Thompson is as follows: 

(H) Jacob, son of Lieut. John and Mary (Cooke) 
Thompson, was bom in Halifax, Mass., April 24, 1662 and 
died there Sept. i, 1726. He was^ a prominent citizen of 
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his native town. He married Abigail Wadsworth, who 
died Sept. 15, 1774. Ten children. 

(III) Barnabas, son of Jacob and Abigail (Wads- 
worth) Thompson, was bom in Halifax, Jan. 28, 1705, 
and died there December 20, 1798. He married Hannah 
Porter, who died May 2, 1787. 

(IV) Noah, son of Barnabas and Hannah (Porter) 
Thompson, was bom in Halifax, March 20, 1747. Soon 
after the close of the Revolutionary war he removed to 
Bridgewater, Vennont, where he made his home until his 
death May 5, 1813. He was a highly respected citizen of 
the town and prominently identified with its history. He 
married Priscilla Holmes, who died April 9, 1839. Ten 
children. 

(V) Barnabas, son of Noah and Priscilla (Holmes) 
Thompson, was bom in Halifax, Massachusetts, Novem- 
ber 20, 1769 and died in Bric^water, March 20, 1838. He 
removed to Vermont with his parents and made his home 
in Bridgewater until his death. He was a prominent citi- 
sen of the town. He toe* an active interest in military 
matters and served as captain in the state militia. He 
married Sarah Fuller. Five children: Barnabas, Zadock, 
mentioned below, Sally, Salmon and Eliza. 

(VI) Rev. Zadock Thompson, after an academic 
education, entered the University of Vermont, and grad- 
uated in 1823 with the degree of bachelor of arts. Later his 
alma mater, in recognition of his scholarly attainments, 
conferred upon him the degree of master of arts. During 
1823-25, he served as tutor at the University. He then 
taught school in various towns in Vermont until 1834, 
when he became principal of an academy in Hatley, 
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Canada. During 1835-36, he was principal of the Charies- 
ton Academy in Stanstead, Canada. He studied theology 
during his spare time and in May, 1837 he was ordained 
deacon in the Protestant Episcopal Church. He returned 
to Burlington in 1837 where he made his home until his 
death, January 19, 1856. For a few years following 1837 
he was instructor at the Vermont Episcopal Institute in 
Burlington. 

In early boyhood he had great love for all objects in 
nature. Nothing pleased him more than to wander in the 
fields and woods and study the plants and the habits of 
the animals. During his college course he made botany, 
zoology and geology his specialty, and in these subjects 
he became a recognized authority. During 1845-47, he 
was assistant State Geologist and from 1853 ^^^^^ ^^s death 
was. the State Geologist. One of his great undertakings was 
the collecting of over 3,000 specimens of Vermont produc- 
tions. He served as professor of natural history at the 
University of Vermont during 1851-56 and as professor 
of chemistry in 1851-54. 

He was also an able mathematician and as early as 
1819 b^gan publishing an almanac. He made the astro- 
nomical observations for the Vermont Register for many 
years; and from 1822 until his death he was the astro- 
nomical editor of Walton's Vermont Register. 

He was a prolific writer. His first book was a 
"Gazetteer of the State of Vermont, containing a brief 
General View of the State," a work containing an his- 
torical and topographical description of all the counties, 
towns and rivers; also a map and several cuts; 12 mo., 
310 pp., published by E. P. Walton in 1824. 
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His most important work and on whidi he worked for 
many years was his ''History of Vermont, Natural, Civil 
and Statistical." This work was printed by Chauncey 
Goodrich in 1842 and contained three parts of 224, 224 
and 200 pages, a map of the State and 200 cuts. 

In 1853 he puMished his "Appendix to the History 
of Vermont, Natural and Statistical." The work was 
printed by Stacey and Jameson and contained 63 pages 
and one map. This appendix was also bound with the 
edition of 1842 and issued as a revised edition of the work. 

His other works are: "History of Vermont from 
Its Settlement to the Qose of the Year 1832," 18 mo., 252 
pp. ; also another edition of the same was printed by Smith 
and Harrington, Burlington, 1836. "The Youth's As- 
sistant in Practical Arithmetic designed for the use of 
Schools in the United States," 8 vo., 160 pp., David Wat- 
son, Woodstock, 1825. 

"The Youth's Assistant in Theoretic and Practical 
Arithmetic, designed for the use of Schools of the United 
States" ; a seccHid edition of this work with corrections and 
additions, David Watson, Woodstock; also another edition 
printed by E. & T. Mills, Burlington, 1828, a work of 

58 pp. 

"Thompson's New Arithmetic," 12 mo., 216 pp., David 
Watson, Woodstock, 1828. 

"Thompson's New Arithmetic, the Youth's Assistant," 
12 mo., 216 pp., David Watson, Woodstock, 1829. 

"Geography and History of Lower Canada, designed 
for the use of Schools," 12 mo., 116 pp., map, Watson & 
Gaylord, 1835. 
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"The Youth's Assistant in Theoretic and Practical 
Arithmetic," loth edition, 12 mo,, 168 pp., Vernon Har- 
rington, Burlington, 1837. 

"Guide to Lake George, Lake Champlain, Montreal 
and Quebec," with map, tables of distances and route from 
Albany, Burlington, Montreal, etc., 24 mo., 48 pp., Bur- 
lington, 1845. 

"Geography and Geology of Vermont," with State and 
county outline maps for the use of schools and families, 12 
mo., 2x8 pp., Chauncey Goodrich, Burlington, 1848. 

"First Book of Geography for Vermont Children," 18 
mo., 74 pp., C. Goodrich, Burlington, 1849. 

"Natural History of Vermont," an address delivered 
at Boston before the Boston Society of Natural History in 
June, 1850. 8 vo., 32 pp., Chauncey Goodrich, Burlington, 
1850. 

"Journal of a Trip to London, Paris and the Great Ex- 
hibition in 185 1." 12 mo., 144 pp., published by Nichols & 
Warren, George J. Stacey, printer. 

"Northern Guide — ^Lake Champlain, Montreal and 
Quebec, Green and White Motmtains and Willoughby 
Lake," with maps and tables and distances. 18 mo., 56 pp., 
1854, published by S. B. Nichols, Burlington. Stacey & 
Jameson, printers. 

"Northern Guide, etc.," second edition of the preced- 
ing work 12 mo., 45 pp., S. B. Nichols, Burlington, 1857. 

"History of the State of Vermont for the use of Fam- 
ilies and Schools," 12 mo., 252 pp. Smith & Co. Burling- 
ton, 1858. 

He wrote many articles on history, geology and botany 
for various papers of the country. During 1828 he edited 
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the Iris and Burlington Literary Gazette, and in 1832 the 
Green Mountain Repository. 

Mr. Thompson was one of the ablest historians the 
State ever produced. 

Mr. Gilman in his Bibliography of Vermont well says : 
"Mr. Thompson devoted the entire period of his life to 
the interests and welfare of his native State, and his labors 
are more gratefully appreciated as time passes. The best 
nxMiument to his memory is his works. The people of Ver- 
mont have not publicly manifested that gratitude to the 
memory of Mr. Thompson which his labors merit" 

He married, about 1826, Phoebe Boyce. Three chil- 
dren were bom of this marriage: Harriet F., bom Feb- 
ruary, 1827 ; Adaline Phoebe, bom March, 1829, and a child 
who died in infancy. 
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" Isaac T. (2) 162. 

" Rev. Joel (3) 193. 

" John (2) 170. 

" Joslah (2) 138. 

" Moses (3) 150. 

" N. H. (2) 173. 

" Sereno (2) 120, 172. 

" Thomas M. (3) 7. 

" Rev. Worhlngton (3) 198. 

" Zadock (3) 88. 
Wyman, William (3) 187. 



Yale, Rev. Calvin (2) 149, (3) 51. 
Yates, Robert (2) 83. 
York, Duke of (2) 18, (3) 3. 
Young, (2) 216. 

" Amml B. (2) 130, 131, 132, (3) 120. 

" Augustus (2) 223. 

" Rev. Dan (2) 181. 

" Sir George (3) 3. 

" Rev. Joah (3) 166. 

" John (3) 199. 

" Thomas (1) 4, (2) 51. 52, 105, 106. 

" Rev. Zeblna (2) 188. 
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"A" punlBhment by marking with (2) 121. 
Academies (2) 143-4. 

Black River Academy (2) 188. 

Burr Seminary (2) 168. 

Derby Institution (2) 188. 

Leland English and Classical Institute (2) 188. 

Moor's Charity School, N. H. (2) 144. 

Newbury Seminary (2) 184. 

Orange County (3) 146. 

Troy Conference Academy (2) 184. 

Vermont Literary and Scientific Institution (2) 188. 
Agriculture (2) 213. 
Allegiance, Oath of (3) 171. 
Allen and Sedition Laws (2) 89. 
Area of Vermont (1) 2. 
Arsenals (2) 128. 
Aurora Borealis (1) 18-19. 

B. 

Banks (2) 91, 92, 101-3, 122-133, 137. 

Burlington, (2) 136. 

Bssez (2) 137. 

Middlebury (2) 136-7. 

Windsor (2) 135. 

Woodstock (2) 136. 
Battles (3) 59, 173. 

Bennington (2) 44, 45, 46, 128. 

Bunker Hill (2) 7, (3) 7. 

Fort Edward (2) 9. 

FOrt William Henry (2) 10-11. 

Hubbardton (2) 128. 

Lake Champlain (2) 34, 39. 

Lake George (2) 9. 

Otter Creek (2) 89. 

Plattsburg (2) 33. 

Stillwater (2) 47. 

Ticonderoga (2) 12-18, 88-4, 40-2, 68. 
Killed in Batties (2) 96-7. 
"Beech Seal" (2) 81-2, 120. 
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Birds of Vermont (1) 66. 
Block HouseB and Forts (2) 69. 

On Otter Creek (2) 25. 

On WlnooBkl (2) 26^7. 

Bridgman'8 Fort (2) 68. 

Boats 

Blacksnake (2) 96, 121. 

Carleton (2) 38. 

Ck>mmodore Preble (2) 95. 

Eagle (2) 95. 

Frances (2) 95. 

Growler (2) 95. 

Inflexible (2) 38. 

liCaria (2) 38. 

Montgomery (2) 95. 

President (2) 95. 

Royal George (2) 64. 

Thunderer (2) 38. 
Books Printed in Vermont (2) 178. 
Botany (1) 173-224. 
Bridges (3) 58, 151. 

Natural (3) 197. 
Boundary of Vermont (1) 1-2. 

Disputes 
Vermont and Massachusetts (2) 17, 56. 
Vermont and New Hampshire (2) 17, 52-6, 61, 73, 83. 
Vermont and New York (2) 19-32, 44-9, 51-8, 61, 72, 73, 
75, 76, 83. Also see under Congress. 
British, Negotiations with (2) 61-7. 



Canada (2) 101. 

Agent sent to (2) 66. 

Assists Americans (2) 35-6. 

Invasion of (2) 35-9. 

Rebellion in (2) 103. 

Troops of (2) 48. 

Trouble with (2) 90, 94-5. 
Canals (2) 67, 99-100, 215-17. 
CasUeton Medical College (2) 160-5. 
Catamount Sign, Bennington (2) 32, (3) 18. 
Caves (3) 39, 65, 85, 109. 

Clarendon (1) 8. 

Lake Dunmore (3) 158. 

Plymouth (1) 8. (3) 141-2. 
Census (2) 30. 
Charters of Towns, Form of (2) 224. 
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Children Lost (3) 169. 
Churches (2) 175-204. 

Baptists (2) 184-8. 

Freewill (2) 188-90. 
Catholic (2) 201-2. 
Christian (2) 190-3. 
Congregational (2) 176. 
Dorrilites (2) 202. 

Episcopal (2) 194. 

Friends (2) 193. 

Methodists (2) 180-4. 

New Lights (2) 204. 

Pilgrims (2) 203. 

Unitarian (2) 189. 

Universalists (2) 192-4. 
Climate (1) 9. 
Cold Weather (2) 102. 
Colleges 

Dartmouth CoUege (2) 144-5, 197. 

Middlebury College (2) 91, 152-61. 

Norwich University (2) 168-71. 

Vermont Academy of Medicine (2) 160-5. 

Vermont Medical College (2) 165-7. 

University of Vermont (2) 144-52. 
Colonial Wars (2) 1-16. 
Colored people in Vermont (2) 211. 
Common Schools 

see Schools, public. 
Congress (2) 34, 43. 

and Boundary dispute (2) 49, 51, 62, 57-60, 71-7. 
Connecticut, 

Emigrants from (2) 121. 

Loan from (2) 33. 
Constitution 

United Stetes (2) 89. 

Vermont (2) 52, 53, 102, 105-16. 
Continental Congress, see Congress. 

Money (2) 133. 
Conventions, 

Albany, N. Y. (2) 7-8, 21. 

Brattieboro (2) 5-6. 

Cornish, N. H. (2) 55. 

Dorset (2) 49-50. 

Hartford. Ct (2) 97. 

Manchester (2) 25. 

Philadelphia, Pa. (2) 28. 

Presidential (2) 104. 

Wells (2) 79. 
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WeBtminster (2) 60. 

Windsor (2) 52-3. 
Copper Mines (3) 167. 
Cornwallis Surrenders (2) 66. 
Council (2) 102. 

of Censors (2) 107, 126, 129. 

of Safety (2) 44, 52, 122. 
Counterfeiting (2) 101, 121, 136. 
Courts (2) 80-1, 122. 

Circuit (2) 122. 

Supreme (2) 92, 124. 

Judges, List of (2) 123-6. 

United States (2) 92, 124. 
Counties, (1) 2. 

Addison (2) 89, (3) 2. 

Albany (2) 20, 27. 29-30. 

Bennington (2) 29-30, 43, 55, (3) 20-1. 

Caledonia (8) 43. 

Charlotte (2) 27. 

Chittenden (2) 89, (3) 55. 

Cumberland (2) 19, 28, 80, 55, 66, (3) 29, 62. 

Essex (3) 68. 

Franklin (2) 89, 96. (3) 73. 

Gloucester (2) 20-1, 30; 

Grand Isle (2) 89, (3) 77. 

Lamoille (3) 100. 

Orange (3) 132. 

Orleans (3) 133. 

Rutiand (2) 30, (3) 154. 

Washington (3) 182. 

Windham (2) 76-8, (3) 194. 

Windsor (3) 196. 
Crime (2) 120-1. 

Counterfeiting (2) 101, 121, 136. 

Executions for (2) 120. 

Lynching (2) 121. 

Murders (2) 98, 12L 
Cuts, see Illustrations. 

D. 

Dark Days (2) 15-16. 

Dartmouth College (2) 144-5, 189, 197. 

Debt, in Prison for (2) lOL 

U. S. Public (2) 78. 
Deerfleld Massacre (8) 192. 
Deposit, Money (2) 143. 
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Diseases, Vt (2) 220-22. 
Dutch Settiers, Vt. (3) 13. 



E. 



Early Settlers (2) 212. 

Earthquakes, Vt. (1) 16-17. 

Education, see Academies, Colleges, and Schools. 

Vermont (2) 141-74. 
Elections (2) 53, 103-4. 
Epidemics (2) 220. 

1811-12 (3) 7, 9, 10. 23, 51, 52, 57. 68. 73, 87, 199. 
Expeditions Across Vt. (2) 5. 

Rogers (2) 14-15. 

F. 

Falls. (3) 77. 88-9, 128, 164. 

New Haven (3) 128. 174. 176, 196. 

North Hero (3) 129. 

Orwell (3) 133. 
Families, Large (3) 93, 191-3. 

Sabin. Mrs. Gideon (3) 86. 
Financial Conditions (2) 79. 

Legislation (2) 81. 
Forts (2) 129-30. (3) 13. 17, 176, 179. 

Barnard (2) 68, (3) 24. 

Bridgeman (2) 207. 

Castleton (2) 68. 

Cedars (2) 37. 

Chamhly (2) 35-6. 

Corinth (2) 68. 

Crown Point (2) 34-5. 38-9. 

Dummer (2) 16-17, 68. 

Edward (2) 42-3. 

Hoosic (2) 68, (3) 13. 

Newhury (2) 68. 

Peacham (2) 68. 

Pittsford (2) 68. (3) 139. 

Putney (3) 145. 

Rutiand (3) 153. 

Sorel (2) 38. 

Stanwiz (2) 47. 

Ticonderoga (2) 33. 38-40. 

William Henry (2) 10. 
France, War with (2) 7-16, 88-9. 
Free Speech (2) 102. 
Freshets (2) 93. 
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Geography, Physical (1) 1. 
Geological Survey (2) 104. 
Geology (1) 222-4. 

Granite (3) 11. 
German Settlers (3) 89, 160. 
German Troops (2) 40, 46, 
Gerrymandry (2) 90. 

°*^"S«t'^Wn?NKlattonB with (2) 61MH. 72. 74. 
Governors, Election of (2) 97. 

Roster of (2) 118. 

Votes for (2) 119. 

and Council (2) 68, 76-8. 

Lieutenant Roster of (2) 118. 
Granite (3) 11. ^ ^^ * .^v « 

Green Mountains, Description of (1) 3. 

Diagram of (1) 3. 
Green Mountain Boys (2) 23, 33. 96-7, 128, (3) 17, 158. 

Tavern, Bennington (2) 32. 

H. 

Hazens Road (2) 68-9, 71, (3) 104. 

Health, Public (2) 220. 

High Bridges (3) 39. 

High Schools, see Schools. 

Highways (2) 18, 68-9, 222, (3) 136. 163. 

Holy Rollers, see Churches, New Lights. 

House of Representatives, see Legislature, House. 

Hubbardton, Battle of (3) 92. 

Hunters (3) 111. 

I. 

Illustrations 

Battle, Bennington (2) 46. 

Hubbardton (2) 43. 
Bills and Coins (2) 134-6. 
Burlington Harbor (2) 217. 

Plan of Village (3) 39. 
Burr Seminary (2) 168. 
Church, Burlington (2) 201, (3) 38. 

Brandon (2) 186. 

Woodstock (2) 190, 192. 
Clarendon, Map of (3) 66. 
Flag of Vermont (2) 128. 
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Fort BridgieiDAn (2) 68. 

Indian (2) 206. 
Relics (2) 207-8. 

Montpeller, Map of (3) 121. 

Punishment, Bennington (2) 31. 

State House (2) 130. 
Prison (2) 138. 

Troy Academy (2) 189. 

University of Vermont (2) 144. 

Vergennes (3) 175. 

Woodstock Court House (2) 122. 
Indian 

Burial Places (2) 206-7. 

Claims, Vt (2) 89-91, 207. ^ .« .n. 

Depredations (2) 67-71, (3) 6, 8, 24, 27, 29, 47, 79, 98, 101, 
145-6, 161. 174, 177, 179-80, 192-3. 

Barnard (2) 69, (3) 17-18. 

Bethel (3) 24. 

Brandon (2) 69. 

Capture of Caleb Howe and others (2) 68. 

Charleston, N. H. (2) 15, (3) 8. 

Fort Brldgeman (2) 68. 

Joe Johnson, Capture of (2) 71. 

Newfane (2) 68. 

Newbury (2) 71. 

Pawlet (3) 136. 

Randolph (2) 69. 

Royalton (2) 69. 

Sharon (2) 69. 

Stockbridge (3) 112. 

Windham Co. (2) 71. 

First SetUement, Vt. (2) 205-8, (3) 113. 

Hieroglyphics (2) 208. 

Pequot War (2) 3. 

Raids (3) 6-8, 27, 29, 47, 101, 146, 152, 177. 

Relics (2) 207, (3) 179. 

Summer (1) 16. 
Indian Settlements (3) 113. 
Indians (2) 1-16, 35. 40-1, 45, 47-8. 

St. Francis (2) 14-17, 205-6. 
Industries (2) 213-14. 

Encouraged (2) 98. 

Iron Works (3) 11, 20. 
Insane Asylums (2) 219. 
Insurance (2) 219-20. 
Iron Ores (3) 11, 20, 54, 57, 107, 117-18, 170, 176. 
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Jadgea (2) 122. 

JnsUces of the Peace (2) 122. 



Kentucky (2) 89. i 



Lake and Ponds (1) 5^ 

Cbjunplain (1) 2. M, (2) 70» 9S, (S) 48. 

Bays in (1) 6. 

Basin Harbor (3) 12. 

Bellemaquidder (3) 13. 

McQnam (3) 112. 

MiBBisco (3) 117. 

South (3) 166. 
Capes and Points in 

Allen's (3) 3. 

Pottler's (3) 142. 

Sharpehin (3) 160. 

Shelburne (3) 142. 

WindmUl (3) 3. 
Islands in (1) 5. 

Four Brothers (3) 72. 

Hog (3) 91. 

Isle auz Noix (2) 34, 63. 

Juniper (2) 216, (3) 100. 

Rock Dunder (3) 66. 

Sloop (3) 163. 

Valcour (2) 39. 
Steam Naylgation in (2) 98. 
Ponds, Dummer (3) 66. 

Elligo (3) 67. 

George (2) 216. 

Hosmer (3) 60. 

Joe's (3) 40. 

Long (3) 74. 

Memphremagog (2) 6, 99, (3) 112. 

MoUy's (3) 41. 

Runaway (3) 74. 100. 

Sejrmour (3) 12L 

WiUoughby (3) 188. 
Laws (2) 103, 120. 

Legislature, Vt (2) 66, 67-8, 64, 73-6, 88, 88-94. 97-101, 117, 119. 
House (2) 118. 
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c$enate (2) 1. 

Places of Meeting (2) 72-4, 77-9, 81, 119. 

Preachers before (2) 102. 
Legislation, see subject. 
Liberty of Vermont, Vindicated (2) 58-9. 
Libraries, Public (3) 56, 84. 
Light Houses (2) 216-17. 
Longeylty (2) 222, (3) 8, 24, 52, 68, 77, 80, 88, 90, 93, 139, 149, 165, 

170, 173-5, 179, 189, 191. 198. 
Lotteries (2) 222. 
Lynching (2) 121. 

Magnetic Variations (1) 19. 
Manufacturing, see Industries. 
Marble (3) 170. 
Massachusetts (2) 44, 58, 78-9, 97, 133. 

Claims, Vt (2) 56. 
Massacre, Westminster (3) 188, 198. 
Medical Colleges, see Colleges. 

Societies (2) 167-8. 
Medicinal Plants (1) 221. 
Meteorology (1) 9-14. 
Meteors (1) 16. 
Mlddlebury College (2) 152-61. 
Military Associations (2) 22. 

Attacks, British (3) 187. 

Expeditions (3) 136. 
Mllltla (2) 21, 45, 47, 56, 63, 73, 76. 77-81, 96, 127-30, (3) 17, 104. 
Mineral Springs (3) 191. 
Mines (3) 141. 
Missouri (2) 98. 
Money, Continental (2) 133. 

Currency (2) 133-7. 
Montreal (2) 35-8. 
Moors Charity School (2) 144. 
Mountain Peaks, Diagram of (1) 3. 

Ascutney (3) 5. 

Camel's Hump (3) 44. 

Defiance (2) 47. 

Hope (2) 40, 47. 

Independence (2) 129, (3) 128. 

KUUngton (3) 100, 162. 

Mansfield (3) 110. 

Nebo (3) 123. 

Shrewsbury (3) 100, 162. 

Tom (3) 124. 
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N. 

Natural Bridge, Walcott (3) 197. 

New Hampshire, Controversy with (2) 17-18. 

North Carolina (2) 92. 

Norwich University (2) 102, 168-71. 

0. 

Old Tenor Currency (2) 133. 

Orange County Grammar School (3) 147. 

Ordnance in Vermont, 1841 (2) 129. 

Ordnance Corps, U. S. (2) 129. 

Otter Creek, Affair at (2) 24-5. 

R 

Paint Deposits (3) 89. 
Patriots' War (2) 103. 
People Large Stature (3) 139. 
Periodical (2) 174. 

Episcopal Register (2) 200. 

Pennsylvania Packet (2) 65. 

State Banner (2) 24, 32. 

Vermont Register (2) 175. 

Voice of Freedom (2) 218. 
Pensions (2) 100. 
Physicians (3) 110. 
Political Parties (2) 85, 102. 

Anti-Masonic (2) 100-1. 

AnU-Slavery (2) 104. 

Federalist (2) 88, 98-9. 
Polygamy (2) 120-1. 

Ponds (1) 5-6. See also Lakes and Ponda. 
Population (2) 29-30, 208-12, (3) 15. 
Post Office (2) 223. 

Preachers before the Legislature (2) 102. 
Presidential Conventions (2) 104. 

Vote (2) 104. 
Printing (2) 171-2. 
Prison, State (2) 138-9. 
Prisoners, Captured (2) 34, 36, 37, 46-7» 96. 

a 

Quebec, Attack on (2) 86, 37, (3) 137. 
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Railroads (2) 88, 101, 217. 
Regulators in Rutiand (2) 81. 
Representatives in Congress (2) 223. 

House of, Vt, see L^slature, House. 
RepUles of Vt. (1) 112-27. 
Revenue, State (2) 139-40. 
Revolutionary War (2) 38-71. 
Riots, 

Hartland (2) 80. 

RuUand (2) 80-1. 

Westminster (2) 28-9. 

Windsor County (2) 76-8. 

Windsor (2) 80-1. 
Rivers and Streams (1) 4-5. 

Barton (3) 12. 

BattenkiU (3) 12. 

Black Creek (3) 25. 

Black (3) 25. 

Brown's (3) 36. 

CasUeton (3) 47. 

Clyde (8) 55. 

Connecticut (2) 18, 69, 99, 216, (8) 58. 

Deerfleld (3) 63. 

Dog (3) 64. 

Farrand's (3) 71. 

Green (3) 78. 

Hoosic (3) 79. 

Hubbardton (3) 93. 

Huntington (3) 94. 

Indian (3) 95. 

Joe's (3) 99. 

Lamoille (3) 74. 

Laplot (3) 101. 

Leech's (3) 102. 

Lemonfair (3) 103. 

Lewis Creek (3) 103. 

Little Otter Creek (3) 103. 

Locust Creek (3) 108. 

Mad (3) 108. 

McQuam Creek (3) 112. 

Merritt's (3) 99. 

Middlebury (3) 115. 

Miles (3) 116. 

Mill Brook (3) 115. 

Miller's (3) 116. 

Missisco (3) 117. 

Moose (3) 121. 
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Muddy Brook (3) 124. 

Nulhegan (3) 131. 

Ompompanoosuc (3) 131. 

Onion, see Winooskl. 

Otta Quechee (3) 134. 

Otter Creek (2) 96. 129, (3) 134. 

Passumpsic (3) 135. 

Pawlet (3) 136. 

Pike (3) 22. 

Piatt, Bee Laplot R. 

Poultney (3) 144. 

Quechee, see Otta Quechee. 

Richelieu (2) 36. 

Rock (3) 150. 

Saxtons (3) 159. 

Stevens Branch (3) 9-10. 

Stevens (3) 165. 

Trout (3) 173. 

Walloomscoik (2) 20, (3) 180. 

Wantasticook (3) 180. 

Waterbury (3) 183. 

Wells (3) 186. 

West (3) 180. 

Whetstone Brook (3) 140. 

White Creek (2) 69. (3) 190. 

White (2) 69. (3) 190. 

Wild Branch (3) 191. 

Williams (3) 191. 

Wllloughby'B (3) 192. 

Wlnhall (3) 197. 

Winooskl (2) 70. (3) 197. 
Rogers Expedition (2) 14-15. 
Royalton. Burning of (3) 7. 
Rum. Explosion of (3) 192. 

S. 

St Armand, Attack on (2) 96. 

St. Johns, Abandoned by American Army (2) 38. 

Siege of (2) 35-6. 

Surrender of (2) 36. 
Salary, State Officers (2) 140-1. 
School Fund (2) 142. 

StoUsticB (2) 211. 
Schools, Private, see Academies. 

Public (2) 100. 141-75. 

High (2) 143-4. 
ScoUand, Settlers from (2) 24-6, 212, (3) 164-5, 176. 
Seal, Vermont (2) 107. 133. 
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Seasons (1) 13. 
Seasons, Remarkable (1) 20. 
Secretaries, Vermont (2) 118. 
Senate, Vt (2) 102. 125. 
Senators, Roster of (2) 223. 
Settlers, Early (2) 29-30, 212. 
Settlement, Bennington (3) 16. 

Vennont (2) 20-32. 
Shay's Rebellion (2) 78-9. 
Shire Towns (1) 2. 
Silk, Growing of (2) 102. 
Slavery (2) 218. 
Slave Trade (2) 102. 
Slaves, Importation of (2) 92. 
Smallpox, Epidemic of (1) 38. 
American Army (2) 37. 
Smuggling (2) 95, 121. 
Snow Fall, 1816 (2) 98. 
Societies, American Colonization (2) 98. 
Soil, Description of (1) 6-7. 
South Carolina (2) 100. 
Spafford's Gazetteer of New York (1) 14. 
Speakers, House of Representatives (2) 118. 
Springs, Medicinal (1) 7, (3) 192. 
State, Vermont, 

Governors (2) 118. 

House (2) 101, 130-2, (3) 176. 

Insane Asylum (2) 219. 

Legislature not to decide on Constitutionality of the law 

(2) 89. 
Lieutenant-Governors (2) 118. 
Prison (2) 93, 138-9. 
Seal (2) 107, 133. 
School Statistics (2) 211. 
Treasurers (2) 118. 
Steamboat, Companies and Captains (2) 215. 
Steamboats (2) 215-17. 
Steam Navigation (2) 98, 216-17. 
Sugar, Maple (3) 58. 
Sunday Schools (2) 187. 
Surveys (3) 13, 91. 



TaxaUon (2) 105. 

Taxes (2) 103. 

Tories (2) 48. 

Town Surveys (2) 18, 21. 

Townships (2) 224. 
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Towns, Vermont 

Acton (3) 1. 

Addison (3) 1-2. 

Alkens Gore (8) 2. 

Alburg (3) 3. 

Andover (3) 3. 

Arlington (2) 31, (3) 4-6. 

Athens (2) 70, (3) 6. 

Avertll (3) 6. 

Avery's Gore (3) 6. 

Bakersfield (3) 7. 

Baltimore (3) 7. 

Barnard (2) 28, (3) 7, 24. 

Bamet (3) 8. 

Barre (3) 9-10. 

Barton (3) 12. 

Bellows Falls, see Rockingham. 

BelYidere (3) 13. 

Bennington (2) 17, 23, 32, 83, 121, 128, 176, (3) 18-22. 

Conventions at (2) 21. 

Irish Comer (3) 20. 
Benson (3) 21-2. 
Benton's Gore (3) 22. 
Berkshire (3) 22. 
Berlin (3) 22-3. 
Bethel (3) 24. 
Billymead, see Sutton. 
Bloomfield (3) 26. 
Bolton (3) 26. 
Bradford (3) 26. 
Bradleyville (3) 26. 
Braintree (3) 27. 
Brandon (2) 69, (3) 27. 
Brattleboro (2) 71, 77-8, (3) 28. 

Conflicts at (2) 78. 
Bridgewater (3) 31. 
Bridport (2) 33, (3) 31. 
Brighton (3) 33. 
Bristol (3) 34. 
Bromley, see Peru. 
Brookfleld (2) 70, (3) 34. 
Brookline (2) 70-1, (3) 36. 
Brownington (3) 36. 
Brunswick (3) 36. 
Buel's Gore (3) 36. 
Burke (3) 36. 
Burlington (2) 86, 91, 96, 99, 120, 121, 126, 129, (3) 37. 

Breakwater (2) 217. 
Cabot (3) 40. 
Calais (3) 41. 
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Caldersburg, see Morgan. 
Cambridge (3) 43. 
Canaan (2) 95, (3) 44. 
Carthage, see Jay. 
Castleton (2) 41. 65, 68. (3) 46. 
Cavendish (3) 47. 
Charleston (3) 50. 
Charlotte (2) 20, (3) 61. 
Chelsea (2) 121, (3) 62. 
Chester (3) 52. 
Chimney Point (3) 1. 
Chittenden (3) 54. 
Clarendon (2) 26, (3) 55. 
Colchester (2) 86, (3) 66. 
Winooski (2) 28, (3) 67. 
Concord (3) 57. 
Corinth (2) 71, (3) 58. 
Cornwall (3) 58. 

Coventry, name changed to Orleans. 
" (3) 60. 
" Gore (3) 60. 
Craftsbury (3) 60. 
Cumberland Head (2) 95, (3) 97. 
Danby (3) 62. 
Danville (2) 92, (3) 62. 

Derby (3) 63. 

Deweysburgh, now parts of Danville and Peacham (8) 64. 

Dorset (2) 49-50, (3) 64. 
Convention at (2) 49-50. 

Dover (3) 65. 

Dummerston (3) 65. 

Duncanborough, now Newport (3) 64. 

Durham (3) 66. 

Duxbury (3) 66. 

East Haven (3) 66. 

Eden (3) 66. 

Elmore (3) 67. 

Enosburg (3) 67. 

Essex (3) 68. 

Fairfax (3) 69. 

Fairfield (3) 69. 

Fairhaven (3) 70. 

Fairlee (3) 70. 

Fayettsville, see Newfane. 

Fayston (3) 71. 

Ferdinand (3) 71. 

Ferrisburgh (3) 71. 

Flamstead, now Chester. 

Fletcher (3) 72. 

Franklin (3) 72. 
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G«orgU (3) 73. 
GitttoBbvy (3) 74. 
Giorer (3) 74. 
Gtmhin (3) 7S. 

Goto (3) 75. 
GrmftOB (3) 75l 
Grmad Mc (3) 7Cl 
GnavfUe (Kbiertn) (3) 77. 
Greenaboro (3) 78. 
GrotOB (3) 78. 
GnfldhaU (3) 79. 
Gvilford (2) 77-9. (3) 79. 
HmUfiUL (3) 8S. 
Hancock (3) 88. 
Hardwick (2) 204, (3) 88. 
Harrfa' Gore (3) 87. 
Hartford (2) 107, (3) 87. 
Hartland (3) 88. 

DtotorbanceB ia (2) 88. 
Harwich, now ML Tabor. 
Haaen'8 Notch (2) 69, (3) 89. 
Hertford, now Hartland. 
High0ite (3) 89. 
Hinesbnr^ (3) 89. 
Hinadale. now Vernon. 
HinadiUTUle, see Bennington. 
Holland (3) 91. 
HopkinsTille, now Kirby. 
Hnbbardton (2) 41, (3) 91. 

BatUe of (2) 42. 
Hungerford, now Sheldon. 
HnnUngton (3) 93. 
Hnntabnrgh, now Franklin. 
Hyde Park (3) 94. 
Ira (3) 95. 

Iraabnrg (2) 208, (3) 96. 
Irish Comer, see Bennington. 
Isle La Motte (3) 96. 
Jackson's Gore (3) 96. 
Jamaica (3) 96. 
Jay (3) 97. 
Jericho (3) 97. 
Johnaon (3) 99. 

Gore (3) 100. 
Kellyrale, now liOwelL 
Kempton, now Orange. 
Killington, now Sherburne. 
Kingland, now Washington. 
Kingston, now Granyille. 
Klrby (3) 100. 
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Knight's Gore, see Bakersfleld. 

Knowlton's Gore, see Bakersfleld. 

Landgrove (3) 101. 

Leicester (3) 102. 

Lemington (3) 102. 

Lewis (3) 103. 

Lincoln (3) 103. 

Littleton, now Waterford. 

Londonderry (3) 103. 

Lowell (3) 104. 

Ludlow (3) 104. 

Lunenburg (3) 107. 

Lutterloh, now Albany. 

Lyndon (3) 108. 

Lyndonville, see L3nidon. 

Maidstone (3) 108. 

Manchester (2) 44-5. 47, (3) 109. 

Council of Safety, meet at (2) 52. 
Mansfield (3) 109. 
Marlborough (3) 110. 
Marshfleld (3) 112. 
Marsrin's Gore (3) 112. 

Kebui'\2M0, 92, 125 (3) 113. 
Middle Hero, now Grand Isle. 
Middlesex (3) 115. 
Mlddletown (3) 115. 
Milton (3) 116. 
Minden, now Craftsbury. 
Mlnehead, now Bloomfleld. 
Mlssisco, now Troy. 
Monkton (3) 116. 
Montgomery (3) 118.^ ^^ 
Monroe (3) 119, now Woodbury. 
Montpelier (2) 99, 120. 12M (3) 119. 

Becomes the Capital (2) 92, 130. 
Moretown (3) 121. „ ^,^ ^ r.v «k 

Moretown, old name for Bradford (8) 25. 
Morgan (3) 121. 
Morrlstown (3) 122. 
Mt. Holly (3) 123. 
Mt Tabor (3) 128. 
Neshobe, now Brandon. 

SewSu^^(2)^17, 29, 68-9, 71, 90, 177. (3) 124. 

Newfane (2) 68, 71. (3) 126. 

New Flamstead, now Chester. 

New Haven (2) 198, (3) 127. 

New Huntington, now Huntington. 

Newport (3) 128. 
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Norfolk (3) 44, 129. 

Northfleld (8) 128. 

North Hero (3) 128. 

Norton (3) 129. 

Norwich (2) 12S, (3) 128. 

Orange (3) 13L 

Orleans (3) 132. 

OrweU (2) 33, (3) 133. 

Oxbow (3) 135. 

Panton (3) 136. 

Parker's Gore, see Sherborne. 

Parkerstown. now Mendon. 

Pawlet (2) 31, 47. (3) 135. 

Peacham (2) 68-9. 71. (3) 136. 

Peru (3) 138. 

Philadelphia, now Chittenden. 

Pittsfleld (3) 138. 

PitUford (2) 68. 80. (3) 139. 

Plainfleld (3) 140. 

Plymouth (2) 3. (3) 140. 

Tyson Furnace (8) 141. 
Pocock. now Bristol. 
Pomfret (3) 142. 
Poultney (3) 143. 
Pownal (2) 83. (3) 13. 144. 
Putney (3> 146. 

Randolph (2) 69-70. 120. (3) 146. 
Quechee, see Hartford. 
Random, now Brighton. 
Reading (3) 147. 
Reedsborough (3) 148. 
Richford (8) 148. 
Richmond (8) 149. 
Ripton (3) 149. 
Rochester (8) 149. 
Rockingham (3) 13. 160. 
Roxbury (3) 157. 
Royalton (2) 69. (3) 152. 

Burning of (2) 69. 
Rupert (2) 22. 138. (8) 152. 
Rutland (2) 79. 92. 120. 121. 124. (3) 153. 

Disturbances in (2) 80. 

Regulators in (2) 81. 
Ryegate (3) 154. 
St Albans (2) 121. (3) 156. 
St Andrew's Qore (3) 156. 
St George (3) 156. 
St Johftsbury (3) 157. 
Salem (3) 157. 
Salisbury (3) 158. 
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Saltash, now Plymouth. 

Sandgate (3) 159. 

Searsburg (3) 159. 

Shaftsbury (2) 121, (8) 159. 

Sharon (2) 69, (3) 160. 

Sheffield (3) 160. 

Shelburne (3) 160. 

Sheldon (3) 161. 

Sherburne (8) 161. 

Shoreham (8) 162. 

Shrewsbury (3) 162. 

Smithfleld, now Fairfax. 

Socialborough, now Clarendon. 

Somerset (3) 163. 

South Hero (3) 163. 

Springfield (3) 163. 

Stamford (3) 164. 

Starksborough (3) 164. 

Sterling (3) 165. 

Stockbrldge (3) 165. 

Stowe (3) 166. 

Strafford (2) 188, (3) 166. 

Stratton (8) 168. 

Stratton's Gore (3) 168. 

Sudbury (3) 168. 

Sunderland (2) 32, 64, (3) 168. 

Sutton (3) 169. 

Swanton (3) 170. 

Thetford (3) 170. 

Tlnmouth (3) 171. 

Tomllnson, now Grafton. 

Topsham (3) 172. 

Walts River (3) 179. 
Townshend (3) 172. 
Troy (3) 173. 

Tunbrldge (2) 69, (3) 174. 
Tumersburg, now Chelsea. 
TwingsvlUe, now Barre. 
Tyson Furnace, see Plymouth. 
Underhlll (3) 175. 
Vergennes (2) 88, 128, (3) 176. 
Vernon (2) 17, (3) 176. 
Vershire (3) 177. 
Victory (3) 177. 
Vineyard, now Isle La Motte. 
Virgin Hall, see Aiken's Gore. 
Waitsfield (3) 178. 
Wait's River, see Topsham. 
Walbridgeville, see Bennington. 
Walden (8) 179. 
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Wallingford (3) 179. 
Wallumschoik (3) 16. 
Waltham (3) 180. 
Wardsborough (3) 180. 
Warner's Gore (3) 181. 
Warren (3) 181. 
Warren's Gore (3) 181. 
Washington (3) 181. 
Waterbury (3) 182. 
Waterford (3) 183. 
WaterviUe (3) 183. 
Weathersfleld (3) 184. 
Wells (2) 79. (3) 185. 
Wenlock (3) 186. 
West Fairlee (3) 186. 
Westfleld (2) 69, (3) 186. 
Westford (3) 187. 
West Haven (3) 187. 
Westminster (2) 91. (3) 187. 

Convention (2) 60. 

BCassacre (2) 28-9. 
Westmore (3) 188. 
Weston (3) 188. 
Weybrldge (3) 189. 
Wheelock (3) 189. 
Wbltlng (3) 190. 
Whitingham (3) 190. 
Wildersburg, now Barre. 
Williamstown (2) 107, (3) 192. 
WllllBton (2) 86. (3) 192. 
Wilmington (3) 193. 
Windham (3) 193. 
Windmill Point (2) 129. 
Windsor (2) 80, 91. 92. 99. 105. 120. 124, 126, (3) 194. 

Convention (2) 62-3. 

Riots (2) 80-1. 
Wlnhall (3) 196. 

Wlnooeki (Colchester) (2) 28. (3) 67. 
Wolcott (3) 197. 

Woodbury, name changed to Monroe. 
Woodford (3) 198. 

Woodstock (2) 92-3, 121. 192. 203, (3) 198. 
Worcester (8) 199. 
Names Towns Changed (3) 200. 
Towns other than Vermont 
Canada. 

Chambley (2) 38. 

Laoolle (2) 96. 

St John's (2) 34. 

Three Rivers (2) 37. 
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Connecticut, 

New Haven (2) 33. 

Windsor (2) 3. 
Maine, 

Norridgewok (2) 6. 
Massachusetts, 

Deerfield (2) 3, 5. 

Lyden (2) 202. 

Northampton (2) 29. 
New Hampshire, 

Charlestown (2) 52, 68. 

Coos (2) 15, (3) 59. 

Cornish (2) 55. 

Dover (2) 3. 

Hinsdale (2) 17. 

Navy, see Charlestown. 

Salmon f^ls (2) 4. 

Walpole (2) 60. 
New York, 

Cambridge (2) 45, 61. 

Chateaugay (2) 95. 

Chazy (2) 95. 

Old Town (2) 95. 

Plattsburgh (2) 95-7, 129. 

Saratoga (2) 47. 

Schenectady (2) 4. 

Skenesborough (2) 20, 34, 38, 43. 

Ticonderoga (2) 12-13, 33-4, 40-1, 42, 66. 

Whitehall (2) 20, 43, 66. 
Town Secretaries Call Convention (2) 55. 
Treaty of Peace, 1814 (2) 97. 
Treasurers, State (2) 118. 

U. 

Union with New Hampshire Towns (2) 60. 

New York Towns (2) 60. 
university of Vermont (2) 144-52. 

V. 

Vermont 

Admitted to the Union (2) 71, 81. 

A Royal Province, proposition for (2) 28-9. 

Asks New Hampshire and Massachusetts for aid (2) 62-8. 

Civil Policy of (2) 49. 

Constitution (2) 105. 

Declaration of Independence (2) 50-1. 

Division of (2) 56. 

Emigrants from (3) 21. 



Digitized by 



Google 



266 THB VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

First Settiement of (2) 16-17, 43, 212, (3) 176. 

Lays Claims to Towns In New HamiwlLlre and New York 
(2) 60-1. 

Origin of Name (1) 4. 

Order Restored in (2) 61. 

Previous to 1760 (2) 16-17. 

Settlers (2) 28. 

Territory, outline of (2) 64-5. 
Royal Decision (2) 63-4. 

Towns in Eastern Vt, withdraw (2) 66. 
Vermont Academy of Medicine (2) 160-6. 

Anti-Slavery Society (2) 218. 

Bible Society (2) 187, 217-18. 

Medical College (2) 166-7. 

Mutual Insurance Co. (2) 219. 
Virginia (2) 89. 

W. 

War of 1812 (2) 94-6, 130. 
Whipping, public (2) 120. 
Women of Vermont (2) 70, 212. 
Woodstock Medical College (2) 166-7. 



Yankee Doodle (2) 48. 
"Yorkers," Treatment of (2) 78-9. 

Z. 

Zoology of Vermont (1) 23-173. 
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PUBLISHED IN THB PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Published 

Proceedings 

of 

1846. Deficiencies in our History. By James Dayle Butier. 
Vermont Declaration of Independence. 
The Song of the Vermonters. By John Greenleaf 
WhitUer. 



1849. The Battle of Bennington. By James Davie Butler. 

Roll Of Captain Robinson's Company in Battle of 
Bennington. 

The Life and Services of Col. Seth Warner. By 
George Frederick Houghton. 

Report of Council of New Hampshire on lands west 
of Connecticut River, 1771. 

Petition to Congress by widow of Seth Warner. 

Papers in relation to the right of New York to bound- 
ary on the Connecticut river. 



1860. An address on the Vermont Council of Safety. By 
Daniel Pierce Thompson. 



1858. The Life and Services of Mathew Lyon. By Pliny H. 
•White. 
The Marbles of Vermont By Albert D. Hager. 



1860. Discovery and Occupation of Lake Champlain. By 
Joseph Torrey. 



1861. Biographical Sketch of Samuel Austin Worcester. By 

Pliny H. White. 
Biographical Sketch of George Tisdale Hodges. By 

George F. Houghton. 
Biographical Sketch of John S. Robinson. By Hiland 

Hall. 
Biographical Sketch of Noadlah Swift By Hiland 

Hall. 
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1862. Town Centennial Celebrations. By Henry Clark. 

List of Town Charters granted In Vermont by Ben- 
nlng Wentworth. 



1863. Life and Character of Richard Skinner. By Wins- 
low C. Watson. 
Secession In Switzerland and In the United States. 
By J. Watts de Peyeter. 



1866. Life and Character of Charles Llnsley. By E. J. 

Phelps. 
Life and Character of Solomon Foot By George F. 

Edmunds. 
Jonas Galusha. By Pliny H. White. 
The Sources of New England ClylUzatlon. By J. E. 

Rankin. 



1868. Life and Character of Jacob CoUamer. By James 
Barrett 



1869. The Capture of Ticonderoga in 1775. By Hiland HalL 
The Life and Services of Pliny H. White. By Henry 
Clark. 



1871. The Life and Character of Charles Marsh. By James 
Barrett 



1872. The Capture of Ticonderoga. By Lucius E. Chit- 
tenden. 



1876. History of the St Albans Raid. By Edward A. Sowles. 



1878. Life and Character of William H. Lord. By Matthew 
H. Buckham. 
The First Legislature of Vermont By E. P. Walton. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL SUBJECTS 271 

1880. Fenlanism and Fenian Raids in Vermont. By Ed- 
ward A. Sowles. 



1883. Life and Public Services of Samuel Prentiss. Bj 
E. J. Phelps. 
List of early Vermont newspapers. 



1894. Early Printing in America. By Henry O. Houghton. 
The Wood Portrait. By Justin S. Morrill. 



1896. The Battle of Bennington. By Henry D. Hall. 

Vermont as a Leader in Educational Progress. By 
A. D. Barber. 



1898. Ethan Allen, A Study of Civic Authority. By Edward 
Swift Isham. 

The Council of Censors In Vermont By Lewis Ham- 
ilton Meader. 

€}eneral Eraser's Account of Burgoyne's Campaign on 
Lake Champlaln and the Battle of Hubbardton. 



1900. Life and Public Services of Edward J. Phelps. By 

Matthew H. Buckham. 
Thomas Davenport, Inventor of the Electric Motor. 

By Willard G. Davenport 
The General Assembly of 1800. 
The Discovery of Anesthesia. 



1902. Benjamin Franklin Stevens. By George Grenville 

Benedict 
Early mention of events and places in the Valley of 

Lake Champlaln. By David Sherwood Kellogg. 
Ethan Allen's use of Language. By Robert Dewey 

Benedict 
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1904. The Recovery of the Jonas Fay Records. By George 

GrenYllle Benedict. 
Commodore Thomas MacDonoufe^. By Charles H. 

Darling. 
A list of Soldiers of the Revolutionary War buried in 

Vermont with anecdotes and incidents relating to 

some of them. By Walter Hill Crockett 



1906. Thaddeus Stevens. By Wendell Phillips Stafford. 
Prehistoric Vermont. By George Henry Perkins. 
Life of Gen. James Whitelaw. By Thomas GoodvlUe. 
Journal of Gen. James Whitelaw. By George Gren- 

ville Benedict. 
Additional list of Revolutionary Soldiers buried in 
Vermont By Walter Hill Crockett 



1908. Samuel Champlain and the Lake Champlain Tercen- 
tenary. By Henry W. Hill. 

Immigration to Vermont By John E. Goodrich. 

Life, Character and Times of Ira Allen. By Daniel 
Pierce Thompson. 

Address on the Vermont Council of Safety. By Dan- 
iel Pierce Thompson. 



1910. The Making of a Hill Town. By Matt Bushnell Jones. 
An Appreciation of Thomas Davenport By T. Com- 
merford Martin. 



COLLECTIONS OP VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

1870. 
Vol. I. — 508 Pages. Conventions of the New Hampshire Grants. 
Sermon by Aaron Hutchinson, July 2, 1777. 
Vision of Janus the Benningtonite, 1777. 
Miscellaneous Remarks by Ira Allen, May, 

1777. 
Miscellaneous Remarks by Ira Allen, Octo- 
ber, 1777. 
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New York Land Grants In Vermont By Hl- 
land Hall. 

Documents in Burgoyne Invasion. 
*' Celebration in 1778 of Bennington Battle. 

Petitions to the King, 1766. 

Vermont Coinage. By Edmund F. Slafter. 

History of Vermont By Ira Allen. (Re- 
printed.) 
1871. 
Vol. II. — 680 Pages. Haldimand negotiations — Introduction. 

Haldimand Papers. 

Opinions of the Negotiations. 

Notes on Completeness. 

Vermont as a Soyereign and Independent 
State. 

Report by Council of New York to Gov. 
Monckton on boundaries of State, June 
25, 1763. 



ARTICLES DELIVERED BEFORE THE 

VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PUBLISHED ELSEWHERE THAN IN THEIR 

PRINTED PROCEEDINGS. 

The Battle of Bennington. By Henry B. Dawson. 
Historical Magazine for May. 1870, p. 289, { 17. 

Evacuation of Ticonderoga. By Henry Hall. 

Historical Magazine for December, 1862, p. 363, { 5, 

and in 
The Vermont Record, October 16, 1863. 

Dr. Jacob Ruback. By Henry Hall. 

Rutland Daily Herald, September 21, 1863, 

and in 
The Vermont Record, September 26, 1863. 

Governor Philip Skene. By Henry Hall. 
The Vermont Record, January 1, 1864, 

and in 
Historical Magazine for November, 1867, p. 280, { 3. 

Joseph Bowker. By Henry Hall. 

The Vermont Record, January 29, 1864, 

and in 
Historical Magazine for December, 1869, p. 361, t 3. 
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The Vermont Volunteer. By Daniel Tompkins Taylor. 
The Vermont Record, February 5, 1864. 

June Trainings in Vermont By L. L. Dutcher. 

Hemenway's Vermont Historical Gazetteer, Vol. II, p. 
347, § 8. 

Biographical Sketch of Stephen Olln. By Andrew Wither- 
spoon. 
The Vermont Record, March 4, 1864. 

Advent of the Anglo Saxon in America. By Henry Hall. 
The Vermont Record, March 4, March 11 and March 25, 
1866. 

Samuel C. Crafts. By S. R. Hall. 

The Vermont Record, April 8, 1865. 

Ephraim Ellingwood's Diary. By John W. Phelps. 

The Vermont Record, February 11, 1865. 
Edward Crafts Hopson. By Henry Clark. 

The Vermont Record, March 4, 1865. 

The True Objects of the Vermont Historical Society. By 
Hampden Cutts. 
The Vermont Record, October 28, 1865. 
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''Memoranda 

Exhumation of the 

MORTAL REMAINS OF 

the late 

NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE 

on the 15th October 

1840 

Being THAT DAY 25 Years 
on which he arrived at 

ST. HELENA 
Say 15th October, 1815'' 

From an original manuscript by an eye-witness, in the 
possession of the Vermont Historical Society. 
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Gramon, Vt., April 13, 1869. 

Rev. p. H. White, 

Dear Sir: — I send you a manuscript entitled "Memo- 
randa — Exhumation of the Mortal Remains of the late 
Napoleon Buonaparte, etc." It was given me by S. W. 
Goodridge, Jr., who obtained it at St. Helena on his way 
home f rcrni China a good many years ago. 

Some official with whom he became acquainted and 
who doubtless set little value upon such thingis was about 
leaving at the time and gave it to him. I told Mr. G. 
I should send it to some officer of the Vermont Historical 
Society in his name. 

Though accounts of the ceremonies may have appeared 
at the moment and since then in many journals, this man- 
uscript may still be of interest to such as attach value to 
personal local and historical association. It was written 
as he was assured at the time of the exhumation some 
twenty-nine years ago. It certainly looks as though it might 
have been. 

Yours very truly, 

Chaio^ Barrett. 



A Literal Transcript of the Document 

MEMORANDA of the Arrival of H. M. C. Majesty's 
ships la "Belle Poule" and la "Favorite" at the Island 
Saint Helena and the proceedings which took place rela- 
tive to the removal to France of the Mortal Remains of 
Napoleon Buonaparte. 
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On the 8th of October, 1840, arrived at Saint Helena 
His Most Christian Majest/s Frigate la "Belle Poule," 
commanded by His Royal Highness the Prince de Joinville 
and H. M. C. M. sloop the la "Favorite." Captain Guyer 
from France bringing Comte de Chabot, Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Bertrand, Lieutenant-General Gourgand, Baron de Las 
Casas, Monsieur Marchand, Monsieur Bertrand and four 
of Napoleon's former domestics — (Monsieur St. Dennis, 
Noverrax, Archambault and Pierron). There were also 
on board for the occasion Monsieur L'Abbe Felix Co- 
quereau (Chaplain) and Doctor Guillard and Monsieur le 
Rou, the plumber. 

Immediately after the "Belle Poule" let go her anchor 
she was visited by the authorities of the place who paid 
their respects to His Royal Highness — ^immediately after 
the Frigate was saluted by Her Majesty's Brigantine 
"Dolphin" then lying at anchor, which was instantly re- 
turned. The Frigate saluted the Fort and it was im- 
mediately answered. On the following morning at eleven 
o'clock His Royal Highness landed under a salute from 
the "Belle Poule" and "Dolphin," on his reaching the land- 
ing place the Fort saluted him which was returned by the 
Frigate. At the moment of putting his foot upon the shore 
His Royal Highness and Suite were met by the public 
authorities under a military escort of a Guard of Honor. 
On reaching the Castle His Royal Highness condescended 
to be introduced to all the military and civil f tmctionaries 
and principal inhabitants. In about one half an hour after 
this (carriages having been provided for the occasion) His 
Royal Highness and Suite started off for the Tomb and 
Long Wood, from which they returned in about five hours. 
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when they rested for a short time at the Castle taking some 
slight refreshments, and shortly after returned to the Frig- 
ate. On the following day the Prince and Suite landed 
and paid another visit at the Castle at which place he was 
again met by the authorities at a dinner provided at Gov- 
ernment expense. His Royal Highness' Band attended 
which performed in the most superior style to the gratifica^ 
tion of a large multitude of persons — ^at about ii o'clock 
that night His Royal Highness retimied on board. On the 
loth the Prince dined with His Excellency The Governor 
at Plantation House. On the nth His Royal Highness 
remained on board and so also on Sunday the I2th and on 
Monday the 13th. On this last named day His Royal 
Highness and his Officers were invited to dine with the 
Officers of Her Majesty's 91st Regiment at the Mess 
House, but the Prince not feeling well did not attend. On 
the following day the French Officers of the la "Favorite" 
and of H. M. C. M. Brig. "Oreste" (bound for Buenos 
Ayres) dined at that Mess, and on the same day His Royal 
Highness entertained a select party on board the "Bdle 
Poule," on the above day was landed from the "Belle 
Poule" a most splendid sarcophagus brought from France 
to deposit the remains of Napoleon, which, and the Hearse, 
were sent up to the Tomb on the following day with a 
rich and most superb pall the latter also brought for 
the occasion. On the 14th a Lieutenant and 40 Rank and 
file of H. M. 91st Regiment proceeded from town to guard 
the Tomb and to remain there during the exhumation. 

The first conmiencing of the opeiung of the Tomb took 
place at half past twelve o'clock a. m. on the 15th, which 
commenced in solemnity and silence, when the following 
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named persons were present, viz. : on the part of France, 
Ferdinand Augustus de Rohan Chabot, Knight of His 
Royal Order of the Legion of Honor, Secretary of Em- 
bassy, Commissioner in virtue of full powers intrusted to 
him by His Majesty Louis Phillippe to preside in the name 
and on the part of France at the exhumation and removal 
of the Mortal Remains of the Hero buried pro tempore in 
St. Helena and at their delivery by Great Britain by the de- 
termination of the two Governments likewise. Lieutenant 
General le Comte Bertrand, Lieutenant General Monsieur 
LeBaron Gourgand (Aid de Camp to the King of the 
French), Monsieur le Baron LasCasas (Member of the 
Chambers of Deputies), Monsieur Marchand (Executor 
to Napoleon), Monsieur Arthur Bertrand, Messieurs St. 
Dennis, Archambault, Kerron, and Noverrax (the former 
domestics of Napoleon), Monsieur L'Abbe Felix Co- 
quereau (Chaplain on the occasion from France), Captain 
Guyer of the sloop La "Favorite," Captain Doret of the 
Brig. "Oreste," Captain of the Frigate la "Belle Poule," 
and Doctor Guillard (sent for the specific occasion at the 
exhumation) with the plumber Monsieur Le Rou. Also 
were present the British Commissioner Captain Charles C. 
Alexander of the Royal Engineers (who was deputed as 
such by His Excellency the Governor), Major General Mid- 
dlemore, Companion of the Bath, (who being then so un- 
well as not to be able at so early an hour to attend, his 
habitation at Plantation House, being distant from the 
Tomb at least 3 miles). His Honor Chief Justice Wm. 
Wilde, Esq., a member of the St. Helena Council. The 
Honorable Lt. Colonel Trelawney commanding the Royal 
Artillery, also a member of the Council, and Lieutenant 
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Colonel C. R. G. Hodson, Junior member of the Council, 
the Commanding Officer of the St. Helena Militia, the 
Colonial Secretary William Darling who has superintended 
Napoleon's furniture, and was present at his burial and 
Lt. Littlehale of a small schooner of war ("Dolphin") with 
the workmen to be employed in performing the task of 
taking up the remains. 

The Tomb was at this time, in the presence of the 
above named persons, found as entire and perfect as it was 
immediately after the interment of Napoleon on the 9th 
May 1821. The first thing removed was the iron railing 
which encompassed the top part of the Tomb and the stone 
coping in which it had been inserted. The surface occupied 
a space of about 12 feet by 8 feet, covered with 3 slabs of 
Portland stone, half a foot in thickness, resting upon 
masonry embraced by iron bands; these slabs were dis- 
placed a little before two o'clock. Immediately was ex- 
posed to view a wall being the 4 sides of the vault whose 
dimensions (sides) were i foot four inches, width 4 feet 
8 inches, depth 11 feet, length 8 feet. Immediately under 
the 3 slabs there was a vacuum of 6 inches. When the 
earth was taken away there was a solid layer of Roman 
cement to the extent of 6 feet 10 inches. In a short time 
this was all taken away by much exertion with chisels. The 
commissioners, all the time watchful with a number of 
lighted lanterns, attending, then descended as far as the 
progress of the work would allow them, for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether all was right. At this moment 
when the layer of cement had been removed a bed of ioj4 
inches of masonry of hard stone was exposed to view, 
strongly secured by iron clamps and well cemented. Nearly 
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five hours were expended to accomplish this part of the 
work, which at one time the English commissioner thought 
he would not have been able to accomplish and he there- 
fore saw fit to issue orders to clear away the exterior earth 
to commence to take down the north side of the vault 
to effect an entrance to the Chamber in which lay the re- 
mains of the Great Deceased, but by eight o'clock the ob- 
ject without this operation, being finally accomplished, he 
gave directions to desist. At this time the workmen had 
got to the depth of nearly six feet. When this masonry had 
been finally removed there was found immediately under, 
a Portland stone slab about one half a foot thick, 6 feet 7>4 
inches long by 3 feet wide covering and forming the upper 
surface of the Chamber. All around this was as perfect 
as the day it was first placed. Into these slabs in order 
to raise them were inserted holes with chisels and iron rings 
put there so as to lift them. At this moment came nearly 
ten o'clock, when Doctor Guillard purified the Tomb with 
certain preparations he had previously got ready. The 
slabs were then lifted to the surface of the earth by tackles 
fastened to spars and put at the side of the vault, and as soon 
as Napoleon's coffin came into sight the French Chaplain 
sprinkled Holy Water all over the Tomb and then read a 
Psalm "de profundis" at which moment every person pres- 
ent out of respect took off his hat The Commissioners 
with their wonted watchfulness again descended into the 
vault where they f otmd the coffin of Napoleon as sound as 
it was on the first day of its deposit there, with the excep- 
tion only of a small part of the bottom which was slightly 
decayed. It must be observed that the bottom of this 
Chamber rested upon several small stone pillars equidistant 
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from each other, so placed with a view that the soakage 
from the adjoining hill should pass off without injuring 
the Chamber, which proved to be an excellent plan and 
precautionary measure. The Governor being unwell at 
Plantation House had given Captain Alexander orders to 
proceed thus far without his presence, therefore having so 
progressed, an officer was sent to report, in interim, pre* 
cautionary measures were adopted by the surgeon. The 
coffin was raised to the surface untouched under its bot- 
tom sides, and it was afterwards taken to a tent which had 
been pitched close by for its reception, at which moment 
the Priest read a laconic prayer agreeably to the Roman 
Catholic forms. 

When the coSiOk had been thus removed the commis- 
sioners stepped into the chamber in which had rested this 
coffin for upwards of nineteen and one-half years, which 
chamber was as perfect and as dry as it was on the 9th 
May 1821. The outside coffin (mahogany) was separated 
and taken asunder, next to which was one of lead in the 
highest state of preservation. Arrangements having been 
previously directed by His Excellency (in consequence of 
his indisposition) this leaden coffin was hoisted up and 
placed within the sarcophagus sent from Prance for that 
purpose. This done the Governor with his staff made their 
appearance to witness the opening of the innermost coffin. 
The upper surface of the leaden coffioi was then carefully 
removed, when another mahogany one was discovered in 
most excellent state, the lid of the inner one immediately 
next the remains of Napoleon, made of sheet tin (super- 
ficially corroded) was next removed. Then appeared a 
white satin enveloping the body, which satin was by the 
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surgeon himself removed, and then the Mortal Remains of 
the Great Deceased were exposed to view, exposed to sev- 
eral who knew him, and several who knew him not. The 
features of the Corsican Lieutenant had to all appearance 
suffered but very little, they were readily recognized (for 
General Gourgand on beholding them exclaimed "Good I 
very goodl") and the several articles, pictures of his two 
wives, coins, vca, vca, vca which had been placed around 
him within the coffin, appeared as they were on the day 
of interment. Napoleon's hands were in the same position 
and place in which his faithful Bertrand had nearly twenty 
years before placed them, and looked in a high state of 
preservation. His order, his uniform, his cocked hat (which 
has ever been identified with his person) were but very 
little injured by the hand of time, and the whole wore the 
air of very recent deposit. Part of the satin appeared to have 
insinuated itself into the skin of the face. Two minutes only 
elapsed for this exposure, more to afford the surgeon time 
to use certain preventatives to further decomposition. The 
tin coffin was then closed and soldered, the mahogany one 
secured and the leaden one soldered, the other leaden one 
within and belonging to the sarcophagous sent from France 
was likewise soldered and sealed when the sarcophagus 
was locked and the key then handed to Comte de Chabot, 
the French commissioner, by Captain Alexander, the Eng- 
lish commissioner. This sarcophagus, after some formali- 
ties of expressions between the commissioners, was then 
placed on the hearse and covered with the pall (a very rich 
one made of violet velvet) and at between three and four 
o'clock the procession proceeded from the Tomb in the 
undermentioned order : 



Digitized by 



Google 



MORTAL REMAINS OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTB 2S6 

St. Helena Militia, commanded by Lt. Col. Will- 
iam H. Seale, 
Detachment of H. M. 91st Regiment, commanded 

by Cap't. Blackwdl, 
Drums and Fifes Militia, playing the Portuguese 

hynm, 
L'Abbe Felix Coquereau in full robes with a book, 
preceded by two boys (Enfans de Cheur) 
carrying a Crucifix and a censor, 
The hearse (drawn by four horses with drivers 
in deep mourning and containing 

THE MORTAL REMAINS OF 
NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE 
(escorted on each side by eight or ten Royal 
Artillerymen), 
The Pall, borne by Lieutenant General Comte 
Bertrand, 
Lieutenant General Baron Gourgand, 
Monsieur LeBaron de LasOisas, 
Monsieur Marchand, 
St. Helena Militia, with drag ropes, 
Messrs. St. Dennis, Archambault, Pierron and No- 

verrax. 
The Comte de Chabot, as chief mourner, attended 
by 

Captains Guyer and Chauser, 
Monsieur Arthur Bertrand, followed by 
Monsieur Coursot (a former servant of 

Napoleon), 
Captain Doret and Dr. Guillard, 
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Civil, Naval and Military Authorities of St. 

Helena according to rank, 
The Reverend Wm. Helps (Military Chaplain), 
Inhabitants of the Island in mourning, 
The Honorable Chief Justice and Queens Ad- 
vocate, 
Several gentlemen and ladies (passengers in ves- 
sels then lying in the Roads)', 
His Excellency the Governor and his staflF, (All 
on foot and many with hats off). 
The procession passed into the town to the place of 
embarkation through the ranks of the militia and the 91st 
regiment resting on their arms reversed, who lined the main 
street to the wharf, the colors at the foreign consulates 
at half mast. At the moment it left the tomb the firing 
of minute guns commenced at the tower at High Knoll 
which continued until it entered the town. The "Belle 
Poule," "Favorite," and "Oreste" commenced firing at the 
same time with all their yards crossed. About 4J4 o'clock 
the procession entered the town when the line and east and 
west bastions took up the firing at which time High Knoll 
and the Men of War ceased. 

At twenty minutes to six o'clock the hearse with the 
Mortal Remains of Napoleon reached the wharf where His 
Royal Highness the Prince de Joinville accompanied by 
His Aid de Camp and the French officers of the three 
vessels of war received the same into his sacred charge 
which was after some little delay lowered by the crane 
into a state barge having two French flags and three g^lt 
eagles in and outside prepared for the occasion. In this 
boat were His Royal Highness and Aid de Camp, Gen- 



Digitized by 



Google 



MORTAL REMAINS OP NAPOLEON BONAPARTE 287 

erals Bertrand and Gourgand, LeComte de Chabot and 
Monsieur Las Casas, the Priest, Captain Chanier, Mon- 
sieur Marchand and Bertrand. (This barge was rowed 
by thirty-two men). Hats off. 

Then followed: 

Three boats \ f Four boats with officers 

with officers j \ & Napoleon's domestics 

One half minute strokes at oars. 

At the moment of lowering the sarcophagus into the 
barge, the "Belle Poule," "Favorite" and "Oreste" fired 
each an Imperial salute (each vessel loi guns in three 
time, three voUies each) yards squared and manned and 
colors hoisted from half mast and vessels dressed out with 
flags. The line and H. M. B. "Dolphin" during the whole 
time of the procession also kept up the firing of minute 
guns and during the time of getting eversrthing ready for 
lowering the sarcophagus into the barge His Royal High- 
ness' band played several tunes fitted for the occasion. 

It was about sunset when the procession reached the 
"Belle Poule." All the flags remained up all night. At 
eight o'clock following morning (15th) the flags of "Fa- 
vorite" and "Oreste" were hoisted at half mast and their 
yards crossed. At ten o'clock Mass was performed on 
board the "Belle Poule" during which the "Favorite" and 
"Oreste" fired minute guns. At eleven and one half o'clock 
a quick firing took place on board the "Favorite" and 
"Oreste," yards squared, when the Frigate struck all the 
dress flags and continued up to and at her departure with 
the French flag flying at the main. At two o'clock p. m. 
on the i6th His Ro3ra) Highness came on shore and paid 
a visit to His Excellency the Governor at Plantation 
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House, and shortly after returned to his Frigate for good. 
The "Belle Poule," both before and after the procession, 
has been open to the public. 

There is an apartment on board fitted up as a chapel 
about 15 feet square for the reception of the sarcophagus. 
It is lined with black velvet in twenty-four small panels, 
sprinkled all over with twenty-three silver stars in each 
panel, festooned with silver fringe and cord^ and silver 
tassels. There is an altar with some latin prayers on it and 
there is a crucifix over it at one end of the chapel. The 
sarcophagus is supported at the corners from the deck 
with four gilt eagles. On the top of it is placed an em- 
broidered black velvet cushion, on the cushion a gilded 
crown covered with thin black crape. Suspended from the 
ceiling, immediately over the crown, is a gilded ball hav- 
ing a cross on its top. In the chapel are also four skeleton 
pyramids (two at each side of the chapel) with candles 
lighted. Suspended to the ceiling are also four vessels to 
bum incense in. (The floor covered with canvas and 
painted with black and white diamond squares.) The pall 
used at the funeral is here also employed with the sarcoph- 
agus, which is said to have cost 25,000 francs. This pall 
is made of rich violet velvet bespattered with embroidered 
gold bees, a double border embroidered in gold, at each 
comer an eagle with crowns on their heads and surrounded 
with stars within a circle (all embroidered in gold) the 
pall bordered with ermine and through its whole body a 
large white cross worked with silver, to all appearance like 
lace. The sarcophagus is made of black ebony, highly 
polished, resting on four bronzed feet, "Napoleon" in brass 
letters are let in on the top, and the letter "N" in brass let 
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in on each of two sides. The inside has the death and age 
of the deceased as King and Emperor of France. 

The French commissioner has presented the following 
in behalf of the French Government, viz.: 

£300 ^to the poor of the Island 

£200— —to be distributed among the persons 
employed at the exhimiation of 
Napoleon. 
He has likewise presented Captain Alexander with a 
beautiful gold snuflF box with Louis Phillippe's crest on 
it set round with brilliants. To Colonel Trelawney a hand- 
some fowling piece, and about thirty silver medals were 
handed to Captain Alexander to be distributed at his dis- 
cretion. On one side is the portrait of the French King 
with "Louis Phillippe Roi des Francais," and on the other 
side is "Loi due 10 Quin 1840 ordonnant 

"la translation des Rester Mortels de L' 
"Empereur Napoleon de L'Isle Sainte 
"Helene a L'Egleside de L'Hotel Yoyal 
"des Invalids de Paris-Et la construction 
"de son Tombeau Frais de Cetal 
"S. A. R. le Prince de Joinvillc 
"Capitaine de Vaisseau Commandant 
"de I'Expedition." 

Several small sums were likewise distributed by the 
Prince, the commissioner and others of his suite. It must 
not however be forgotten here to mention that the beautiful 
silk flag which was hoisted in the state barge and after- 
wards continued to be displayed at the main top gallant 
mast of the "Belle Poule" and which, it is understood, will 
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be again used at the landing of Napoleon's remains in 
France, was made by Miss Gideon, whose mother and sis- 
ter (Mrs. Bovell) Miss Seale and Miss Bertha Hammond 
and her sister with the Miss Andrews assisted in the work 
under Miss Gideon s directions. To Miss Gideon the 
Prince, by his aid-de-camp, presented a most ^lendid 
bracelet ; set in emeralds and pearls. Miss B. Hammond re- 
ceived a silver medal. To W. Gideon was presented by a 
Lieutenant of the "Belle Poule" a cast in plastered paris 
of Kapoleon ; face done by Doctor Antomarchi. 

The outside mahogany coffin with the slabs removed 
from the top of the tomb and the chamber, have been taken 
to France by the "Belle Poule" with some of the willow 
trees. 

It is remarkable that the very day (15th of October 
1840) of embarkation of Napoleon's remains to the "Belle 
Poule," completed twenty-five years. Napoleon having ar- 
rived at St Helena isth October 1815, in H. M. S. 
"Northumberland," and what is still more remarkable, the 
following must appear striking, when he was buried in 
May 1 82 1, the Honorable East India Company's ship 
"Waterloo" was at anchor at Saint Helena and several of 
her crew were present at the funeral, with "Waterloo" let- 
tered on their hats, and when he was disinterred the British 
ship "La Belle Alliance" lay at anchor there. And further 
that the house and very room Napoleon occupied the only 
night he slept in town, had been occupied by the Duke of 
Wellington (then Sir Arthur Wellesly, passing from India 
to England). 
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